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Into the Wilderness
By today, the ash-drawn crosses have been washed away, no longer visible. Still, memories of
them linger as we continue our Lenten pilgrimage. Perhaps as the service begins we might reach
up to trace the now unseen sign of the cross, recalling God’s steadfast love and praying for the
still-new days of this Lenten season.
Today we prepare to receive a word that will inspire and equip us for the unfolding journey.
Likely we are surprised, then, when the gospel names Jesus famished, already having fasted forty
days and forty nights. Although our “forty days” are just beginning, Jesus is nearing the end of
his. The Spirit that alighted on him at baptism also has led him into the wilderness. He has been
stretched so far, perhaps beyond imagining; this is the cue for temptations to begin.
The tempter starts by goading Jesus with invitations to test his identity as God’s Beloved,
challenging Jesus to feed his hunger by turning stones to bread, or to test God’s care for him by
hurling himself from the temple pinnacle. Jesus resists, pushing back with scripture. “One does
not live by bread alone,” he says (Matt. 4:4), and “Do not put the Lord your God to the test”
(Matt. 4:7). A third temptation sounds untenable when the devil promises what is not his to give,
namely “all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor,” if only Jesus will “fall down and
worship” him (Matt. 4:8-9). Jesus, however, does not argue the point; instead he retorts, “Away
with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him’” (Matt. 4:10).
Lent, for us, is not likely to be anything like the extremes of enduring the Judean desert or
sparring one-to-one with the devil following a forty-day fast! But it may be that we will face our
temptations differently when we remember the resistance that was empowered by Jesus’ Spiritled, scripture-grounded life.

BEFORE WORSHIP
Please fill out our Participation Card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday. This card helps the ministry of both the Congregational Care and
Community Outreach Committees. Sometimes there are additional questions on the
back of the card, so don’t forget to check both sides of the card.
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First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2020
Lent is a season of contrition and renewal. The color purple has become a symbol of penitence. The music
of the season reflects our need for repentance and renewal, which is our effort to turn, again, toward God.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Pre- Service Music
Welcome/Worship Instructions
Arise in body or spirit and face the baptismal font

Confession and Forgiveness
P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem
us, anoint us, and make us new.

C Amen
A

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of
mercy.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P God at the margins,
C We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. We turn

inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved your people before
and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but turn our faces
toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love
overflows. Amen
P Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in the desert,

God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this
day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen

Gathering Hymn

Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow

ELW 327 (red book)

Greeting
P The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin through
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
A

Let us pray . . . Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and

around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises.
C Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

First Reading

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one
another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to the
discovery only that they were naked.
L A reading from Genesis:
15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And the
LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
3:1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall
die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 32

You Are My Hiding Place
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Second Reading

Romans 5:12-19

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we cannot free
ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of liberation and life.
L A reading from Romans:
12

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread
to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned
when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose
sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,
much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that
one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
15

Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience the
many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.
18

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Speak, O Lord

Arise in body or spirit
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 4:1-11

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he endures
the testing of the evil one.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It
is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ”
5

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”
7
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
8

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and
worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ”
11
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit

Children’s Time
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.

Message
Silence for reflection

Arise in body or spirit

Song of the Day

I want Jesus to Walk with Me
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ELW 325

Kneel or sit as able.

Prayers
A Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.
A God of the wilderness, we pray for the church. Lead us in showing grace and hospitality to all

who struggle with doubt or shame. Make your church holy ground where all people can be seen
and loved for who you have created them to be. Guide the faith of our bishops and
congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion churches, St. Timothy Lutheran Church,
Midland; Woodland United Methodist Church, Woodland; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor
Ken.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A We pray for creation. Show your glory in deserts and on mountaintops. Nourish gardens and

orchards and bless those who tend them. Forgive us for our desire to dominate creation instead
of serving as faithful stewards and caretakers.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A We pray for the nations. Liberate leaders and governments from the temptation to exercise

unjust dominion over those whom they are called to lead and serve. Protect the lives of those
who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks),
Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart
(Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads)
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A We pray for those in need. Sustain those who are hungry and alone, those who are anxious,

those facing difficult decisions, and those facing a recent diagnosis or new grief, including
Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Karl Golnek, Roger Greeley, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen,
Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee Hoppe, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, Rusty Wilkins, Nora,
Lynnze, and Tristin; safe travel for Zach and Matthias from Europe; prayers for more servers
at Grace.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
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A God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages. From those who

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old. We ask you to help us be
open to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair. We thank you for our
interim chair.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.
A We thank you for putting new songs on our lips and in our hearts. Hear our voices as we join in

songs of lament and praise. We give thanks for musicians, composers, and poets. Hear us now
as we lift our individual prayers that are spoken aloud or in the silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A We praise you for bringing us through the desert into the promised land of your kingdom. We

give thanks for saints who have guided us in times of trial and joy.
C (sung) Oh, Draw Me, Lord (x3) And I’ll run after You.

P According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them

to you; through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
Sit

Offering of Gifts and Music
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate every
Sunday morning.
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Arise in body or spirit

Offering Song

Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land and you provide

for our every need.
our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a
feast that welcomes all, in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. Amen

C Receive

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of Christ with one another.)
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Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them unto you.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.
C Amen.

Table Prayer
P Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide
C together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you.
P
C

You led your people Israel through the desert and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, pouring
out his life for the world.

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.

P
C

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.

WE ARE PREPARED TO BE . . .

FSL-12

P

Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, both now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P In confidence, let us pray in the words our Savior gave us:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P All who are hungry, come and eat the bread of life. All who are thirsty, come and drink the cup
of salvation.
C Thanks be to God.
Sit

Lamb of God, Your Only Son

ELW 336

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

ELW 752

Strengthen for Service

ELW 497

WE ARE PREPARED TO BE . . .

FSL-13

Sending of Communion Minister (If needed)
A Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament
with those who are homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will
receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body
and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing, turning our emptiness
into joy.
C

Filled with your abundant grace, send us now to be ministers of reconciliation,
mending broken hearts, working for justice, and striving for peace among all
people, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Mission Minutes
Arise in body or spirit
Blessing
P God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness, Holy
Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting.
C Amen.
All children and youth, as well as the young at heart and playful spirits, are invited to come forward
to make music and dance during the Sending Hymn. Please choose one instrument to play or one scarf
to use for waving and dancing.

Sending Song

How Firm a Foundation

Dismissal
A Reconciled to God through Christ, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Week at a Glance
Sunday, March 1

Worship Services at 8 am and 10:45 am
Nursery Available both services

Monday, March 2

Social Activities Mtg 5:00 pm

Tuesday, March 3

Executive Mtg 6:00 pm

Wednesday, March 4

Lenten Luncheon – Noon at Grace
Lenten Meal – 6:00 pm
Lenten Service – 7:00 pm

Today’s Worship Leaders
8:00 am
10:45 am
Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church
Table Guild
Bread Maker

Mark Anton
Jack Vos
Carol Vos
Jan Schreiner

Anna Scheck
Vickey Argo
Sandy Mosteller
Laura Scheck

John Burdick / Kay Marsh
Jack and Carol Vos
~
Laura Scheck
Deborah Wilke

Joe Longcor / Gwen Hansen
Eve Wright / Jeanette Markwart
Laura Scheck

Next Sunday’s Worship Leaders, March 8, 2020
8:00 am
10:45 am
Assisting Minister
Cantor
Lector
Communion Server
Acolyte/Crucifer
Usher
Greeter/Coffee Hr.
Children’s Church
Table Guild
Bread Maker

Chris Bush
Pastor Ken
Chris Bush
Mark Anton
Tom and Cheryl Drumm
Tom and Cheryl Drumm
~
Laura Scheck
Deborah Wilke
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Traci Wales
Kate Watson
Jeanette Markwart
Phyllis Lietz
Lexie Watson
Ed Domke / Doug Neeb
Volunteers
Kate Watson

Stewardship Information
Worshippers 72

Weekly Giving: $2,250.00

Budget Amount: $4,617.93

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Romans today. Come join us in the conference
room at 9:30 am.
Time Change Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead next Sunday morning.
Social Activities Mtg tomorrow at 5:00 pm.
Executive Mtg Tuesday at 6:00 pm.
Lenten Mexican Luncheon on Wednesday here at Grace at 12 noon; Breakfast meal at 6 pm with
proceeds going to toward Family Promise with our worship service at 7 pm. Wednesday’s theme
is GOD’S WILL and My Inadequacy.
Noisy Offering next Sunday!
Put in your Order for the Pasty Sale! Deadline for orders is Wednesday, March 18th.
Nursery Now Available! Grace now has a Nursery Attendant for your children during both
worship services. We are pleased to welcome Heather Albright to our staff for the loving care of
God’s young ones! Keep inviting young families to come and share in God’s love.
Mark your calendars for March 11. At the noon hour we gather at Hope United Methodist
Church with our ecumenical sisters and brothers in Christ. If you cannot come for that experience,
join us at 6:00 pm. for Soups, Bread and Desserts followed by Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm.
Both events will have the same theme presented in different styles. This day’s theme is GOD’S
WILL and My Identity. Proceeds from the dinner will go toward New Paraments for in the
Sanctuary.
LIVING the Gospel Life is available in the Gathering area. Pick up your daily devotional for
Lent provided by the Outreach Committee.
Emmanuel Episcopal Church invites you to Church Between Boarders. This is a multi-session
workshop for groups to reflect on the Biblical mandate to welcome the stranger and consider what
that means in our current context. Church Between Boarders takes place March 8 from 2 – 5 pm.
Light refreshments will be served.
Social Activities Committee invites you to come and experience The Little Mermaid on Saturday,
March 14th for the 2 pm matinee show. Gavin and Grayson Patton, along with Anna Scheck will be
performing in this production. Tickets are $10.00 each. There is a sign-up sheet available.
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