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GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
Henri Nouwen:
Solitude

is where
spiritual ministry begins.
That's
where
Jesus
listened to God. That's
where we listen to God.
Sometimes I think of life
as a big wagon wheel
with many spokes. In the
middle is the hub. Often
in ministry, it looks like
we are running around
the rim trying to reach
everybody. But God says,
"Start in the hub; live in
the hub. Then you will be
connected with all the
spokes, and you won't
have to run so fast."
It's precisely in the hub,
in that communion with
God, that we discover
the call to community.
It's remarkable that
solitude always calls us to
community. In solitude
you realize you're part of
a human family and that
you
want
to
lift
something together.

Deadline for the
May GraceGram is
April 17, 2020.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Our Way of Living
During a perilous time for the people of God, Mordecai said to Queen Esther, “… Who knows? Perhaps
you have come to be a nobility for just such a time as this.” Esther 4:14c
Dear Friends in Christ,
Esther showed fantastic bravery during a time of great calamity. She risked her own life in
order to save the lives of God’s people. This may be a good time to read through the Book of
Esther in the Old Testament. Esther’s bravery and leadership are encouraging to me.
I am also encouraged by the spiritual leadership that I have witnessed from our leaders here
at Grace. They are leading well through these difficult days. I thank the leadership for having
the courage to step out into this new frontier. As time progresses, we will keep trying to
reach out to our membership here at Grace. How quickly things changed in the space of a
few days:
No public worship.
No school.
No large group gatherings.
No sporting events.
We wash down hard surfaces with sanitizers.
We hear of folk trying to get tested for the virus.

I have heard from many that with the change that the coronavirus has made that people are
reading, watching movies, playing games with their children, going for isolated walks when
possible, cooking. I have also heard of people engaging in prayer and meditation in a new
way. These are all good and helpful things. I miss our corporate time of worship and prayer.
We are planning worship and bible study opportunities for the people of God at Grace.
These opportunities will not be with a physically gathered people, but with the people of
God from our homes. I feel we should be able to share God’s word with each other and
share our praise and concerns with the body of Christ. This is a safe way that we could
gather as the people of God.

On SUNDAY MORNINGS at 10:45 am we will have worship by conference call.
On WEDNESDAY NIGHTS at 7:00 pm we will have bible study by conference call.
The bulletin and bible study will be posted on the website: www.grace-hastings.org
This conference call is not a local call, so it could cost you long distant rates.
The phone number is (605).313.5981. After you dial the phone number you will be asked to
enter your access code, which is 772653 followed by the (#) key.
I look forward to worshipping and studying the word of God with you soon. If there is a
pastoral emergency, please do not hesitate to call me at 269.307.4632. If you would like to
have individual communion, please contact me to make arrangements. If I am able to meet
the request, I will be happy to do so.
Praying, worshiping and supporting you in Christ,
+

The face is familiar but….

- Chris Bush

I am not very good at remembering names. Fortunately, I’ve been at Grace for more than 25 years so I know
most everyone by name. But there are days when I draw a blank or just plain get it wrong. (If I get it wrong often
enough, I sometimes will ask the person if they’d please change their name!)
A few years back, we encouraged people to wear nametags on lanyards. This effort was part of our becoming a friendlier church, not only to visitors but to people from “The Other Service,” when we’d have a single service
or other event when the whole congregation would gather. Do you know where your nametag is??
I am encouraging everyone to start wearing your nametag again, or wear it for the first time. I know there
are some people who believe everyone knows who they are so they don’t need a
nametag. Well, Grace continues to welcome not only visitors but new members –
we may know who they are but are you sure they know who you are? This is a great
way to make it easier for people to connect … and for me to remember your name!
If you can’t find your name tag, drop a note to Wendy Kimble’s mailbox (right side
of the mailboxes) and she’ll get you set up.

Monday - Thursday
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Closed for lunch (noon to 1:00 pm)
Are you willing to be an Egg?
Are you here on Easter Morning
for the Easter Breakfast?
Then we have a job for you!
As youth and children hunt for eggs,
we are doing a human twist.
The young people of the church will be
instructed to look for people with an
Easter sticker on them. When you are
found, you will give the young person
a ticket or sticker.
The youngsters will then take collected
tickets or stickers and turn them in for
candy and other
items.
*We are hopeful that this
event can take place.
If you would like to
donate candy to this
event please drop it off at
the Church or someone
could pick it up.

Easter Breakfast
We are thankful that Brothers of Grace are
hosting the Easter Breakfast for us. The
community hopes to come together between
the 8:00 am Easter Worship and our 10:45
am Festival Celebration of Christ’s victory
over death.

Good Friday Cross Walk
Friday, April 10
You are invited to partake in the annual
Cross Walk held on Good Friday, April
10th, 2020 beginning at 9:30 am.
We hope that all who wish to walk can
come for this event. If
we are able to hold
this walk, we will
contact volunteers for
readings, driving, and
food.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Easter Plant Sale ~ ~ All Plants are only $10.00
TULIPS ~~ DAFFODILS ~~ HYACINTH ~~ EASTER LILIES
Starting March 22nd you can order your plants and pick them up on April 11
from 9 am until 12 noon or you can choose to leave them at church until
after the second service on Easter Sunday. Any plants left after April 19 will
be donated to Barry County Commission on Aging.

Ordering an Easter plant helps decorate the Church for Easter, can be
displayed or planted at your home/work, can cheer someone up when you
choose to donate them to seniors in Barry County, and help the church
beautify the church, as the proceeds will help purchase items for the flower
beds at Grace.

Do You “Like” Grace?

Please sign up on the board by April 5th. Pay in the church office in a
labeled envelope.

Grace’s Facebook page is a great source for Gracerelated information, education, and entertainment.
You can like the page, share a post, and comment on
content. We will often post articles from Living
Lutheran magazine, ELCA and Synod announcements,
and information and updates to the many things
we’ve got going on at Grace. If you would like to post
something to the page, there are a couple of options
for you: (1) you can email your request and the
information to one of the page’s administrators (who
are Chris Bush, Kate Watson, and Myrina Crawford –
we can post it), or (2) you can post it to the page,
where it will be held off-line until one of the
administrators OK’s it (we will receive a message

ELCA World Hunger Appeal
Coin Boxes for Lent
Although we are not scheduling worship
services until Palm Sunday those of you
who have been using the Lent coin
boxes may return what you have saved
at the worship services on Easter
Sunday. We will have a special basket
set-up in the gathering area to collect
the coin boxes. All donations received
will be added to $386.78 that was
received at the Feb. 2nd ‘Soup’er Bowl
event.
All donations are going to
support the ELCA World Hunger Appeal.
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Praise be to the God and Father of our
LORD Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.
I Peter 1:3

Vacation Bible School

Gardening at Grace

An

Ecu-

August 3, 4 & 5 / 9 am –noon

WATCH FOR MORE
DETAILS COMING
SOON!

menical Outreach

Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway!

On this faith-filled adventure, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls them through life’s ups and downs .

Remember to
register for camp
this summer!

You can register for any week, at Stony Lake. The
Youth and Family

Committee has decided that

any youth who registers will have $100.00 deduction in cost. Grace will give this $100.00 gift to
any member who goes to Stony Lake Lutheran

Social Activities
Committee News
We are planning on attending the May events that are scheduled
— seeing the play presented by Thornapple Players
and possibly the LACS concert. Of course these
events will be cancelled if the current health emergency regarding COVID-19 continues. Look for more

We are discussing with Emmanuel Episcopal
the possibility of having a community garden
at Grace. Talk this year will focus on the
logistics, with next year likely being a trial

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:

Military:
Nieces / nephews of Burdicks (Air Force)

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Alexis Kelmer (California)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)

Dorothy Mayo

Carvath Village, Room 149 B

Austin Endsley (New Mexico)

Vivian Allerding

Thornapple Manor, Room #422

Aaron Endsley (California)

2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Carlos Garcia (Guam)
Grandson of Freedlunds

Opal Gillons

611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217

Ilene Hilson

770 River Rd / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford

BIRTHDAYS
Jeanette Markwart

4/3

Mary Kleinbrink

4/4

Kim Markwart

4/9

Robert Pohl, Jr.

4/10

John Kleinbrink

4/11

Kay Marsh

4/14

Jenn Rosenberger

4/15

Carolyn Moffit

4/16

Phil Poholski

4/17

Clyde Watson

4/17

Cindy Olson

4/20

Carrie Duits

4/21

Linda

Maupin

Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )

20
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

27
Pastor’s Office Hrs.
10 am—Noon

19 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am
Nursery / Church
School

26 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am
Nursery / Church
School

Outreach 4:30 pm

13
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

15

Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

8

10 am—Noon

28
Pastor’s Office hrs.
10 am –Noon

Safety Mtg 6:15 pm

29
Pastor’s Office hrs.
10 am –Noon

30
Pastor’s Office hrs.
10 am –Noon

23
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon

16
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

9
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Maundy Thursday
Service 7 pm

25
Middle School
Loci Up

18

Saturday Easter
Vigil 7:30 pm

11

4

Sat

CANCELLATIONS
WBCH 100.1 FM
WOOD TV 8
WBCK 95.3 FM
WWMT TV 3
MIX 104.9 FM
WXSP TV
WOTV 4

24

17

Good Friday Service
7 pm

10

3

2
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

1
Pastor’s Office Hrs.

Fri

Thu

Wed

22
21
Pastor’s Office Hrs
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am –Noon
Women of Faith 1:30 10 am –Noon
Council 6 pm

14
Pastor to Grand
Rapids Conference
BOG 7 pm

Executive Mtg 6 pm

Social Activities 5:30
(on-line)

12 Services:
EASTER SERVICES
8 am & 10:45 amNursery /Church
School
Noisy Offering
BOG breakfast

7
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

6
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

5 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am
Nursery / Church
School

Tue

Mon

Sun

April 2020

Offerings

God loves it when the giver
delights in the giving.

Pasty Sale is Postponed

2 Corinthians 9:7

We are thankful for those who have either brought offerings
to the church or have mailed them.
As you know expenses continue, and we are
grateful for your partnership. If you want no
contact with anyone, there is an offering plate
sitting in front of the office or you could simply
mail your gift. Don’t forget about our worship
and bible study opportunities on our
conference call line.

Look for more information
about when the pasty sale
will take place.

See our own Phil Poholski, Gary Golnek, and Ann Bolton
practice lifesaving skills!

In mid-May we plan to
host a Rummage Sale, so
start cleaning out your
basement, attic, garage,
or even your living space!
We don't have room at
church to store items for
an extended period, so
just
watch
future
notices for drop off
dates and the actual sale
dates. We will need a lot
of volunteers to help set
up & work the sale!

Thank you to all who attended the Ash Wednesday dinner. The money
received helps to support AED , First Aid and CPR training classes ($96). Thanks
also to Thrivent Financial for continued support through Community Action
Impact Grants. We had seven people recently trained and all were thankful for
the free and/or reduced rate for classes held locally.

Details will be posted
in April.

Tough times never last
but tough people do.
Robert H. Schuller

Support for Family Promise
Update
Thank you for your continued support of our efforts to financially
support the Family Promise of Barry County. On March 4 th the
Lenten dinner received $90 for Family Promise and to date we
have now forwarded a total of $614 for this valuable program in
our community.
As your Community Outreach Committee we truly appreciate
your faithful support.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Our Staff:

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Margaret Wood
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday @ 8:00 am
and 10:45 am

Treasurer: Randy Teegardin

Members/Liaisons
VACANT (Small Groups)

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com

George Lietz (Worship)

Erin Everly (Congregational Care)
Angela Pruitt (Children/Youth)
John Burdick (Property)
Vickey Argo (Stewardship)
Bill Freedlund (Social Activities)

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music
Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 9AM - 4PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council

Gary Golnek (Outreach)

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

Heather Albright
Nursery Attendant
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

