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The Festival Worship of Christ’s Resurrection
April 12, 2020

We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, on Easter Sunday and every Sunday. It’s because of his
death and resurrection that we are assured of forgiveness from our sins, and everlasting life with God. The
liturgical colors are white, a color of triumph and glory, and gold, a color of joy.

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Easter Good News
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On Good Friday when Jesus suffered and died on the cross the light went out of the world. Our
sins were paid, and our salvation won; but the cost was the very life of Jesus Christ. Christ
suffered and died, and darkness and silence covered the world. But darkness could not
overcome the Light. Death could not conquer our Lord. On the third day Christ rose from the
grave. Christ’s life and glory and presence fill the world and fill our very lives. Our hearts fill
with joy and our voices fill with praise. Jesus Christ lives. Alleluia!

It is Easter Sunday and the tomb is empty. So, we come to proclaim together:
Christ is risen!

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluial
Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluia! Praise be to God!
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Gathering Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al - lu - ial
2 Hymns of praise then let wus sing, Al - le - Iu - ial
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al /-ﬁ le - Iu - ia
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al le
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le
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who did once up - on the cross, AI\T—‘ le - lu - ial
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - Ju - ial
now a -bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ial
praisc him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ial
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ial
Fa - ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost. Al = le - lu - ia!
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Easter Greeting

ELW 365

P} Holy people of God, given new life through the gospel of Christ, and enlightened by the

Spirit: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

@ Let us pray . .. O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.

Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the
resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Acts 10:34-43
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, sums up the essential message
of Christianity. Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of
the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

L Areading from Acts:

“Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, **but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. “**You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. **We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree; “’but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, “‘not to all the people
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from
the dead. “’He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. “*All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 118 O Day of Rest and Gladness ELW 521
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light,
2 On you, at earth’s cre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
3 To - day on wea - ry na - tions the heav’n-ly man-na falls;
4 New grac -es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest,
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O balm for care and sad - ness, most beau-1ti - ful, most bright:
on you, for our sal - va - tion, Christ rose from depths of earth;
to ho - ly con - vo - ca - tions the sil - ver trum-pet calls,
we reach the rest re - main - ing to spir - its of the blest.
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on you the high and low - 1y, through a - ges joined in tune,
on you, our Lord vic - to - rious the Spir - it sent from heav’'n;
where gos-pel light is glow - ing with pure and ra - diant beams
We sing o you our prais - es, O Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son;
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sing, “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - Iy to the great God 1tr1 - une.
and thus on you, most glo - rious, a three-fold light was giv'n.
and liv - Ing wa - ter flow - ing with soul - re - fresh-ing streams.
the church its wvoice up - rais - es 1o you, blest Three in One.
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Second Reading

L A reading from Colossians:

Colossians 3:1-4
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus
and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

YIf you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. “When Christ who is your life is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia! ELW 364
Stanzas 1& 4
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Re - joice and praise him, al - le - lu ia.
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For our re - deem - er burst from the tomb,
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e - ven from death, dis - pel - ling its gloom.
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Decath’s fear - ful  sting he has come to de Stroy.
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Je - sus is liv - ing, al - le - lu ia!

4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave.
He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus' redeeming labors are done.
Even the battle with sin is won." Refrain
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Gospel Reading Matthew 28:1-10

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good
news: Jesus is risen!

P A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

LAfter the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. *His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. “For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead
men. *But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus
who was crucified. ®He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay. "Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.” 8So they left
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. *Suddenly Jesus met them
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. **Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see

2

me.

P The Gospel of the Risen Christ.
Praise to you, O Christ.

v 4

Message
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Hymn of the Day

The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done

Stanzas 1-3
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Al-le - lu - da, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - lu ia!
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I The strife is o'er, the bat - tle done; now is the vic - tor’s
2 The pow'rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick-ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn - ing gates of hell: the bars from heav'n’s high
5 Lord. by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free  your
n H 4 4 ' 4 4- 4
b A T 3 i 1 | i i 1 | [y | —_— - 5
@ EEEsEE S S S e e m
O T 1 L
S b ! ]
tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
has dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst.  Al-le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Let hymns of praise his tri - umph tell. Al-le - lu - ia!
ser - vants too, that we may live and sing to  you. Al-le - lu - ia!
n# After the final stanza )
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Al-le-lu - da, al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ial

Nicene Creed
We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Song of the Day The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done

Stanzas 4-5
Prayers
We sing the prayer response and then the prayer petition is prayed, after each petition the prayer response
is sung.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.
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Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your
witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and
always. Lord, in your mercy.

(sung) Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: peace to all people, hope
for each soul. God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies
whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord,
in your mercy.

(sung) Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: peace to all people, hope
for each soul. God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed
rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone
of peace. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),
Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley,
Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Lord, in your mercy.

(sung) Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: peace to all people, hope
for each soul. God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

We still weep with those who weep and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the
suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence, including Gary Burdick, Penny
Burdick, James Colvin, Kay Corrigan, Irene Corr, Sue Eifler, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, The
Roger Greeley Family, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee
Hoppe, Richard Meade, The Michael Pruitt Family, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George
Ulrich Jr., Jenni Ulrich, Rusty Wilkins, Cameron, Vicky, Nora, Lynnze, and Tristin. Lord, in
your mercy.

(sung) Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: peace to all people, hope
for each soul. God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, ushers, greeters,
worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who provide welcome and hospitality in
our community of faith. We lift our prayers now to your tender care as we say them aloud or
in the silence of our hearts.

Here other intersessions may be offered
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Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember

those who have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in
our final days. Lord, in your mercy.

(sung) Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: peace to all people, hope
for each soul. God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Offering Song Goodness Is Stronger than Evil ELW 721
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ours, vic-try is ours, through God who loves us.
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Offering Prayer

A Letus pray ... Beknown to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the
world. Amen.

Sharing the Peace

® The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer

® Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing

®  Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

® The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, the blessing of + Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn Hallelujah, Jesus Lives
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1 Hal-le - lu - jah! Je - sus lives! He is now the Liv - ing One;
2 Je-sus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and mourn-ful sigh?
3 Je-sus lives! And thus, my soul, life e - ter - nal waits for you:
4 Je-sus lives! Let  all re - joice. Praise him, ran-somed of  the earth.
5 Hal-le - lu - jah!  An- gels, sing! Join with us in hymns of praise.
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from the gloom-y halls of death Christ,the con-quer-or, has gone,
Christ who died our broth-er here lives our broth-er still  on high,
joined to Christ, your liv - ing head, where he is. you shall be too;
Praise him in  a no - bler song. cher - u-bim of heav'n-ly birth.
Let your cho - rus swell the strain which our fee - bler voic - es raise:
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bright fore-run - ner to the skies of his peo - ple, yet

to

rise.

lives for-ev - er to be - stow bless-ings on his church be - low.
shall stand.
o - bey.

with the Lord, at God’s right hand, as a vic - tor you
Praise the vic - tor king, whose sway sin and death and hell

Glo -ry to our God a - bove and on earth his peace and

Dismissal
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

love!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.
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Be Not Afraid

Filled with great joy and fear? This is how Matthew’s gospel describes the disciples in the moments
just after they learn that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. As churches across the world today
fill with people, flowers, and music, an almost palpable sense of joy seems to fill the air . . . but
fear? Where does fear fit into today’s celebration?

Below the surface of the festivities, we all harbor far more fear than our Sunday best might reveal.
As you take your place among this Christian assembly, the community around you is full of other
people who struggle with fear, worry, and anxiety. Today in this assembly, there is fear about
money, fear about relationships, fear about the larger changes taking place in our world, fear about
belonging and being loved, fear about being good enough, smart enough, or talented enough, fear
about illness and death, fear of being judged, even fear of religion and the church. Today’s gospel
shows us that we are not alone in our fear. Even as they rejoiced, the first disciples were afraid—
afraid of the unknown, afraid of ways they had let Jesus down, afraid of what was coming next for
them.

But to all of us, both the angels and Jesus himself say, “Do not be afraid!” In his human life, Jesus
experienced the great fears we all live with every day. On the cross he faced the pain and suffering
our greatest fears bring. But when he emptied that tomb on Easter morning, he also emptied death
of its sting and our fears of their bite. Strengthened by each other, we are bold to proclaim that in
Christ’s victory, every path of death has been opened to new life. In every action of today’s worship,
we build up one another’s faith and confidence that because Christ lives, our fears are coming to
an end.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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