Grace Lutheran Church
Hastings, Michigan

P3-1

Third Sunday of Pentecost
June 21, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship a God who breaks his own body by dying on
the cross. Because of this, we know that our old self was crucified with Jesus so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. Through God’s saving act we
are given hope. Let us know this gift of life we have in Christ.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
C And also with you.
P O Lord, open our lips,
C and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
P Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
C that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
P Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
C who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
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Gathering Hymn

Lift High the Cross

ELW 660 (red book)

Prayer of the Day
A

Let us pray….Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count

the cost.
C

Teach us to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor
and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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First Reading

Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him only contempt and persecution. Yet
Jeremiah is confident that God will be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into God’s
hands.
L A reading from Jeremiah:
7

O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have
prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.
For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of
the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long.
8

If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something
like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
10
For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All
my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail
against him, and take our revenge on him.” 11But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for
they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12O LORD of hosts, you test
the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I
have committed my cause.
9

13

Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy
from the hands of evildoers.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18
7

Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach,
and shame has cov- | ered my face.
8
I have become a stranger to | my own kindred,
an alien to my | mother’s children.
9

Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me.
10
I humbled my- | self with fasting,
but that was turned to | my reproach. R
16

Answer me, O Lord, for your | love is kind;
in your great compassion, | turn to me.
17
Hide not your face | from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress.

18

Draw near to me | and redeem me;
because of my enemies de- | liver me. R
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Second Reading

Romans 6:1b-11

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. We have been made new
in Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.
L A reading from Romans:
1b

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died
to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life.
5

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from
sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.
10
The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

We Eat the Bread of Teaching
Refrain
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them
that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it
is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret
that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of
your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
26

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my
Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in
heaven.
32

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a
sword.
34

35

For I have come to set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
36
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
37

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow
me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my
sake will find it.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
All children [including infants] and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are
welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the
children’s message. There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered.
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Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.
A

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence

A

C
A

C

Expansive God, you bring diverse voices together to form your church. Open our hearts and
unstop our ears to learn from one another, that differences might not overshadow our
baptismal unity. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops Elizabeth
and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion churches Hope Lutheran
Church, Rockford; Faith Baptist Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Providing God, your creation shows us that life comes from death. Renew the places where
our land, air, and waterways have been ill for too long. Direct the work of all who care for
birds and their habitats. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

A

Protecting God, sustain and keep safe all who work to defend others across the world. Revive
and strengthen organizations dedicated to caring for refugees and migrants while their
homelands struggle for peace. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military: Parker
Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer,
Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller
(McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance
Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Instill wisdom in advocates
who work toward justice in often ignored communities. Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
A

C

Loving God, you promise to be with all who are persecuted for your sake. Guide all who speak
your word of justice and console any who are tormented or targeted for being who they are.
Comfort those who are ill or suffering, including Dave Bolton, Gary Burdick, Donna Buehl,
Penny Burdick, Chris Bush, Ellie Clark, Ron Coplin, Irene Corr, Sue Eifler, family of Noah
Ellison, Brad Ellison, Carrie Ellison, Hunter Ellison, Mike Fruth, family of Jeff Gillons, Karl
Golnek, Delmer Hansen, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee Hoppe, Ed
Markwart, family of Richard Meade, Logan Moore, Corrina Palmer, Mike Shoemaker, Tim
Sullivan, Jackie Tolles, George Ulrich Jr., Jenni Ulrich, The Pat Wagner Family, The Leroy
Westphal Family, Rusty Wilkins, those involved in medical care and research during this
pandemic of coronavirus, Cameron, Eddie, Vicky, Nora, Lynnze, and Tristin. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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A God of all generations, we praise you and thank you for children of all ages. From those who

are days old to our oldest member here at Grace of 100 years old. We ask you to help us be
open to your direction as we seek a Youth and Family Committee chair. We thank you for our
interim chair. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Compassionate God, you are with us and we are never alone. Bless all fathers and father figures

who strive to love and nurture as you do. Comfort all who long to be fathers and all for whom
this day is difficult.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A

Reigning God, you bless us with guides and caretakers in the faith. As we give thanks for
those who have died, increase our care for one another until we walk with them in newness of
life. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Offering Song

I Come with Joy
Stanzas 1 & 5
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Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the
world. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

I Love to Tell the Story

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Good News for Cowards
Jesus is more straightforward in today’s gospel than we might want to hear. He makes it strikingly
clear that there is danger in this life, especially in following Jesus in his way of love, mercy, justice,
and compassion. There is danger because many forces oppose God’s way because of fear, greed,
and selfishness.
Just by saying these things, Jesus raises our anxiety and provokes our own worry. But he doesn’t
leave us there. In fact, he says outright, “Do not fear” (Matt. 10:28). And beyond that, he tells us
why we do not need to be afraid: “You are valuable to God.”
We might feel like cowards at times. Fear grips us. We find it difficult to act for the sake of the
gospel when there is risk, be it physical, social, or financial. The word coward comes from the
word for “tail,” like an animal putting its tail between its legs. We want to put our tail between our
legs and hide.
Jesus summons us to something else: courage. The word courage comes from the word for “heart.”
Sometimes we say to someone facing a difficult time, “Take heart!” Courage enables a person to
act even though they are afraid. They act from their heart, their sense of who they really are. Jesus
tells us who we really are: we are valuable to God, so our lives matter. We will not be forgotten or
abandoned, especially when we face troubles. This is our heart, our courage.
Jesus also says, “It is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher” (Matt. 10:25). Jesus faced
ridicule, rejection, suffering, and death for his commitment to God’s kingdom of love. We are not
alone in our attempts to walk the way of love, mercy, justice, and compassion. Jesus, our teacher,
walks this way with us. Take heart!

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
June 21, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Views:

Weekly Giving: $2,000.00

Budget Amount: $4,617.93

Youth Kayaking! Middle School youth will be on Saturday, June 27th and High School youth will
be on Sunday, June 28th. If you are interested, please call Angela Pruitt by Friday, June 26th at 616374-8779.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. Join us on the
conference call or in person, as we share in discussion the miraculous gift of the beginning our
Christian church. If you chose to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at
separate tables. Join us in person or on the phone. Phone: 605-313-5981 Access Code: 772653#
ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are
now able to be utilized. You can use your checking or savings account. The feature to take your
credit card is now available. Look for the link on our website www.grace-hastings.org
Money Counters Needed. With the coronavirus pandemic, we have a need to have additional
money counters. With health conditions and high-risk factors, we currently only have 1 money
counter available. If you are able and willing to count, it would be of immense help. We have had
two people come forward. We would like to have a couple more, who feel comfortable counting
as any of us could get sick.
Relay For Life of Barry County will take place on Saturday, August 1, 2020 at Tyden Park from
11am-11pm. LUMINARIA in honor or memory of…will be offered to decorate as you wish, or
have someone decorate for you. Each white bag is $10 and will be available at Grace June 28- July
19. Register to walk or make a donation online at Relay For Life of Barry County search name:
Kim Domke or donate to another walker. Youth who walk will have matched dollars up to $50.00.
Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance
from those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Are you hungry for Holy Communion? We began offering “private” communion in the
fellowship hall at 3:00 pm. You must continue to call ahead to reserve your station, as we need to
ensure that people can sit at social distancing. There are only 9 communion stations available each
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Every station can hold up to 4 people.
Each station must be from the same household. Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation
day, tell the number of people who will be with you at the communion station. There will be
scripture reading, a devotional and communion.
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Ethan Scheck
Cantor – Anna Scheck
Musicians – Mark Anton, Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna & Ethan Scheck, Kate Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship begins today and is scheduled for regular 8:00 am service only. Our 10:45 am
service will continue to be online and teleconference. If you are uncomfortable with coming to
the building, please continue to worship using our conference call and LIVESTREAM. Adult
Forum will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order.
If you bring a coat, please keep it with you. You can put it on the pew
beside you.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The National Council of Churches has
studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow
singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on. The
8:00 am worship will have music. There will be no assembly singing at
this service.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
We will not have Holy Communion during worship. You are invited to
come to partake in a private communion service. See above Are you
hungry for Holy Communion announcement for details.
There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back.

Restrooms will be designated High Risk and Low Risk. The HighRisk restrooms has a goal of best practices. The restroom should
be cleaned between each use, as there is a desire to limit exposure
to disease. We are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our
high-risk population safe using CDC cleaning procedure.
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