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Sixth Sunday of Pentecost
July 12, 2020

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship our God who makes the mountains sing and
the trees clap their hands. There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. We are given
new life by the grace of God, and each of us receives that grace in many and diverse ways. Let our
ears be open to receiving God’s grace.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

P The steadfast love of God, the life of Jesus Christ, and the growth of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

® O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

®

Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.

®
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Gathering Hymn

Light Dawns on a Weary World

ELW 726 (red book)
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Prayer of the Day

A Let us pray.... Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By
your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy.

Live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13

God'’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the Holy
Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

L) A reading from lIsaiah:

OFor as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

2For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall
burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. *Instead of the thorn shall come
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 65:9-13

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous;
the river of God is | full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.

9y ou drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges;

with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase.

1Y ou crown the year | with your goodness,

and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
2May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing,
and the hills be | clothed with joy.

¥May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing. [
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Second Reading Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions
and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life.

L A reading from Romans:

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 5To set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this reason the mind that is set on the
flesh is hostile to God:; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661
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Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-9,18-23

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news
produces different results in those who hear.

P} The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And
he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. *And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. °Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.
éBut when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. "Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. °Let anyone with ears listen!”

18“Hear then the parable of the sower. **When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. 2As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; 2'yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 2As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 2But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
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Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil ELW 512
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Apostles Creed

A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great.... as the prayer response.

A

=)

J

@A

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
A brief silence

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries
and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we
share. Help all of us to be bold in our proclamation, especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion churches Messiah Lutheran Church,
Roscommon; Faith Congregational Church, Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor
Ken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands
in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands
stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality.
We pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and
lasting peace. We ask you to protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including:
Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan
Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller
(McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and
Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Instill wisdom in
advocates who work toward justice in often ignored communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, care for all who are in need, especially Dave Bolton, Gary Burdick, Donna Buehl,
Penny Burdick, Ellie Clark, Ron Coplin, Irene Corr, Vicky Dame, Cameron Eddie, Sue Eifler,
Brad Ellison, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee Hoppe, Mike
Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jenni Ulrich, Rusty Wilkins, Kristi Winick, Bob
Young (pastor’s uncle), those involved in medical care and research during this pandemic of
coronavirus, We pray for peace in the midst of continued demonstrations. For those who are
doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are
struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

P5-10



Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our
ministries and deepen relationships with the wider community. Let us raise our prayers aloud
or in our hearts at this time. (You may share your prayers at this time)

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of
the resurrection. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

P] Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Offering Song Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory ELW 561
Stanza 3
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Offering Prayer

@A Letuspray ... Beknown to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the
world. Amen.

Sharing the Peace

® The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer

® Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing

® Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The
blessing of the holy Trinity, + one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song On What has Now been Sown ELW 550
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.
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Taking Root

Jesus makes it clear that merely speaking or receiving the good news of the kingdom of God is not
always sufficient. Through preaching, Bible study, and worship God’s word is planted in our hearts.
But many things can get in the way of the word taking root, growing, and producing fruit.

The church is often tempted to do whatever it takes to bring in as many people, and as quickly, as
possible for the sake of increasing numbers. This is sometimes done through shallowness:
appealing to popular trends, preaching an easy message that requires no repentance or sacrifice, or
depending on the charisma of the messenger more than the substance of the message.

In his parable of the sowing of seeds, Jesus emphasizes that it takes understanding and depth for
God’s word to take root, to endure struggles, and to be sustained long enough to bear fruit.
Shallowness only makes room for a quick growth that doesn’t last.

In the church, what makes for depth that allows God’s word to take root and last in our lives? Often
it means connecting God’s word to the deep, personal needs we bring. Is the Bible a book about
things that happened a long time ago, or does it speak God’s word for our lives today? Do we listen
only to the parts of God’s word that sound easy and make us feel good, or do we wrestle with
messages of repentance and calls to seek justice?

Martin Luther taught the church that God’s word comes to us as law and gospel. We don’t get to
choose which one we want to hear. We always get both. Both knowing we need God’s mercy and
hearing that God’s mercy is a gift for us through Christ bring God’s word deep into our hearts,
where it takes root and lives. This is what it means to understand God’s word with depth.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Living Water Ministries
A Lutheran Camping Ministry in Michigan

As with so many organizations COVID 19 has hit this organization hard. The Executive
Committee forwards a hopeful minimum goal of collecting $400.00 to help keep our
Lutheran camping program alive. LIVING WATER MINISTRIES had to close all their
programs for the last several months and has no regular income coming in at this time. If
you would like to contribute to this ministry you are encouraged to do so. Please write
checks to Grace Lutheran Church and in the memo write Living Water. Thanks for your
consideration.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058
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Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, Ml

Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645

Pastor Ken Scheck 11

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
July 12, 2020
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Grace Lutheran Church
Annual Meeting
July 19, 2020 9:30 am

If you are unable to attend the meeting at Grace Lutheran Church in the
sanctuary, you are invited to join us through Zoom either by computer or phone.

We encourage you to start uploading your computer or dialing in on the phone
no later than 9:20 am as Ethan Scheck will allow you to come into the meeting.
He is the host, so do not be surprised to see him or hear his voice if he needs to
verify who is connecting to the meeting.

We thank Capital University, a Lutheran school, for their use of this ministry
tool.

To join the meeting by computer please type in the following:

https://capital.zoom.us/j/ 7401179485
You will be placed in a “waiting room” while the host verifies who is connecting,.

To call in, there will be long-distance rate, unless you have a free long-distance
telephone program.

Dial 1.929.205.6099
When prompted, enter 7401179485#

Remember that this is a Zoom number not our conference line. The number
here above is only for the annual meeting. If you are planning to dial in to the
10:45 service after the meeting, you will need to use the conference line to gain
access for the worship experience.
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 28 Views: 110 Weekly Giving: $2,804.00 Budget Amount: $4,617.93

(does not include online giving)
Annual Meeting next week at 9:30 am. Report is available at www.grace-hastings.org or at
church.

Christ in Our Home, Portals of Prayer and The Word in Season devotional books are
available in the Gathering Area for pick up. We are thankful that the Outreach Committee is
providing these for our spiritual life.

Office Hours are now Monday — Thursday 10 am until 2 pm.

Barry County Flute Choir has a FREE concert this Tuesday at 6:30 pm at the Mallard Pond
parking lot. Bring your chair and enjoy the music.

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. If you chose
to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion
then move to the Gathering Area for study. Join us in person or on the phone. Phone: 605-313-
5981 Access Code: 772653#

Relay For Life of Barry County will take place on Saturday, August 1, 2020 at Tyden Park from
1lam-11pm. LUMINARIES are available for decorating for a donation of $10. The white bags
are available at Grace until July 19. Register to walk or make a donation online at Relay For Life
of Barry County search name: Kim Domke or donate to another walker. Youth who walk will have
matched dollars up to $50.00.

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask. To
help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those
who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Are you hungry for Holy Communion? We began offering “private” communion in the
fellowship hall at 3:00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Wednesday will be at
7:00 pm. You must continue to call ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people
can sit at social distancing. There are only 9 communion stations available. Please call
269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell the number of people who will be with you at the
communion station. ***This Thursday Pastor Ken is not available***

ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are now
able to be utilized. You can use your checking or savings account. The feature to take your credit
card is now available. Look for the link on our website www.grace-hastings.org

Assisting Minister — Chris Bush

Lector — Kim Domke

Cantor — Kate Watson

Musicians — Vickey Argo, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Kate Watson
Pastor — Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God's holy name. Come before onr great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29

Onsite Worship now open for both our 8:00 am and 10:45 am services. Our 10:45 am service will
continue to be on teleconference. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the building, please
continue to worship using our online worship format. Adult Forum will continue to meet on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.

Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home. Please take care of the larger
community as well as yourself.

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order.
If you bring a coat, please keep it with you. You can put it on the pew
beside you.

Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.

Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.

No Singing in the Sanctuary. The National Council of Churches has
studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow
singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on. The
onsite worship will have music. There will be no assembly singing at this
service.

Offering — There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.

Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.

We will not have Holy Communion during worship. You are invited to
come to partake in a private communion service. See above Are you
hungry for Holy Communion announcement for details.

There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back.

Restrooms will be designated High Risk and Low Risk. The High-
Risk restrooms has a goal of best practices. The restroom should be
cleaned between each use, as there is a desire to limit exposure to
disease. We are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our
high-risk population safe using CDC cleaning procedure.
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