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Eighth Sunday of Pentecost
July 26, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship God who is willing to give us what we need
and often much more than we ask. In fact, God sticks to us like glue through the work of the Holy
Spirit reminding us of our creation and salvation given us through Jesus Christ. Let us celebrate
the diverse ways in which God continues to reveal love to us.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
P As in one body we have many members,
C so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.
P Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
C I am there among them.
P O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
C Direct us by the light of that Spirit. Amen
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Gathering Hymn

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

ELW 771 (red book)

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray…. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.
C By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
A
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Video of Anna Scheck and Connor Wales, who have recently graduated.
Prayer for our Graduates
P Let us pray, All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating us, for

saving us in Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people. Look with love on Anna and Connor,
our graduates, and bless them as they complete this season of their studies. By your Spirit, help
them to use their gifts for your glory and for the good of all people. In your lovingkindness, guide
them in their journey. We ask these blessings through Christ our Lord. C Amen.
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as
yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give all of us faith to go out with good courage, not
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. C Amen.

First Reading

I Kings 3:5-12

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked
for: wisdom to govern the people well.
L A reading from I Kings:

At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should
give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father
David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart
toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to
sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of
my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they
cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
5

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this,
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I
give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall
arise after you.”
10

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 119:129-136
129

Your de- | crees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with | all my heart.
130
When your word is opened | it gives light;
it gives understanding | to the simple.
131

I open my | mouth and pant
because I long for | your commandments.
132
Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me,
as you always do to those who | love your name. R
133

Order my footsteps | in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion | over me.
134
Rescue me from those | who oppress me,
and I will keep | your commandments
.
135

Let your face shine up- | on your servant
and teach | me your statutes.
136
My eyes shed | streams of tears,
because people do not | keep your teaching R
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Second Reading

Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of
the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death
itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.
L A reading from Romans:
26

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom
he justified he also glorified.
31

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not
withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

I Love to Tell the Story
Stanza 1
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ELW 661

Gospel Reading

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven
is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for
people’s lives.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown
it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in
its branches.”
31

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed
in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
33

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
44

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl
of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
45

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out
the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from
the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
47

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every
scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
51

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

God, When Human Bonds are Broken
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.
A

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence

A Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking

bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you
encounter us in daily life. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion churches Faith
Lutheran Church, Saginaw; Free Methodist Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and
Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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A

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and
awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may
we live as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the

welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other
and walk in the way of peace. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Protect the
lives of those who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia
(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
A

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help
us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice
to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick, including Vickey Argo, Dave Bolton, Gary
Burdick, Donna Buehl, Penny Burdick, Ellie Clark, Ron Coplin, Irene Corr, Sue Eifler, Brad
Ellison, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Mike Hoppe, Phyllis Hoppe, Lee Hoppe, Mike Shoemaker,
Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Rusty Wilkins family, Kristi Winick, Bob
Young family (pastor’s uncle), Michelle, and those involved in medical care and research
during this pandemic of coronavirus, pray for peace in the midst of demonstrations. Hear us,
O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask
boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place
and time. Let us raise our prayers aloud or in our hearts at this time. (You may share your
prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all
times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in
light. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory

ELW 561

Stanza 3

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the
world. Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Mission Minutes
Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The
blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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The Divine Ordinary
As we make our way through Matthew’s gospel, we often hear Jesus say, “The kingdom of heaven
is like . . .” He uses everyday items and experiences to give us a glimpse of God’s realm. Today as
you stand for the reading of the gospel, God will use the voice of someone you know (your pastor,
perhaps) to proclaim some comparisons Jesus made to the kingdom of heaven: a mustard seed,
yeast, a merchant in search of fine pearls.
Our Lord says the kingdom of heaven is like things we already know and understand. It’s like
someone giving a wedding banquet (Matt. 22:2), a fishing net (Matt. 13:47), a gardener sowing
seeds (Matt. 13:3). Instead of saying the kingdom is divine and far beyond our understanding, Jesus
offers stories of ordinary things, pointing to how God’s will is revealed in them.
Look around your worship space before the service. Whom or what has God brought you today
that is like the kingdom of heaven? Is a retired man teaching a middle-schooler how to carry the
top-heavy cross down the aisle? Are there people who use walkers alongside young ones who skip
everywhere they go? Perhaps a newly widowed woman has new seatmates who don’t want her
sitting alone. Did someone bring a gluten-free dish to the potluck even though he is not glutensensitive?
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to ordinary things because we live most often in ordinary
moments and spaces. Again and again, he invites us to find the divine in the day-to-day, to glimpse
the eternal in the temporal, and to recognize God’s image in a stranger’s face.
As worship begins, let yourself notice the altogether ordinary things God is using to reveal the
kingdom in this place: human voices, handshakes and hugs, music, musicians, books, water, wine,
bread. In the coming week, what might God use to reveal the kingdom in your home, your
workplace, your school, or other spaces you inhabit?

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
July 26, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 26 Views: 90

Weekly Giving: $2,720.00

Budget Amount: $4,617.93

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. If you chose
to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion
then move to the Gathering Area for study.

ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are now
able to be utilized, along with your checking or savings account. Look for the link on our website
www.grace-hastings.org

Relay For Life of Barry County will take place on Saturday, August 1, 2020 at Tyden Park with
a drive-by viewing of the luminaries starting at dusk. The actual walk has been cancelled.
Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance
from those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Are you hungry for Holy Communion? We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at
3:00 pm on Monday and Saturday. Wednesday will be at 7:00 pm. You must continue to call
ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing. There
are only 9 communion stations available. Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell
the number of people who will be with you at the communion station.

Living Water Ministries
A Lutheran Camping Ministry in Michigan
As with so many organizations COVID 19 has hit this organization hard. The Executive Committee
forwards a hopeful minimum goal of collecting $400.00 to help keep our Lutheran camping
program alive. LIVING WATER MINISTRIES had to close all their programs for the last several
months and has no regular income coming in at this time. If you would like to contribute to this
ministry you are encouraged to do so. Please write checks to Grace Lutheran Church and in the
memo write Living Water. Thanks for your consideration.
Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck
Lector – Ethan Scheck
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Vickey Argo, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Kate Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship open for both our 8:00 am and 10:45 am services. Our 10:45 am service will
continue to be online and teleconference. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the building,
please continue to worship using our conference call and stream service. Adult Forum will
continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order.
If you bring a coat, please keep it with you. You can put it on the pew
beside you.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The National Council of Churches has
studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow
singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on. The
onsite worship will have music. There will be no assembly singing at this
service.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
We will not have Holy Communion during worship. You are invited to
come to partake in a private communion service. See above Are you
hungry for Holy Communion announcement for details.
There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back.
Restrooms will be designated High Risk and Low Risk. The High-Risk
restrooms has a goal of best practices. The restroom should be cleaned
between each use, as there is a desire to limit exposure to disease. We
are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our high-risk population
safe using CDC cleaning procedure.
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