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Ninth Sunday of Pentecost 
August 2, 2020 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We gather to worship God who welcomes all into an everlasting 

covenant which allows all of humanity to share in God’s saving plan.  God provides for our every 

want giving us all we need here on earth.  We give praise and thanksgiving to God who showers us 

with an abundance of wisdom, care and food.   

 
 

 

Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Music 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

P  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C   I am there among them. 

  

P  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C   Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn   Praise and Thanksgiving   ELW 689  (red book) 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

A     Let us pray…. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. 

C    Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food 

fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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First Reading         Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make an 

everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As David was 

a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has glorified Israel. 
 

L A reading from Isaiah: 
 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!  

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.  2Why do you spend your money for 

that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  Listen carefully to me, and 

eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  3Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so 

that you may live.  I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.  
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.  5See, you shall 

call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of 

the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 
L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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R = Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are | good to all, 

and your compassion is over | all your works. R 
 

14The Lord upholds all | those who fall 

and lifts up those who | are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD, 

and you give them their food | in due season. 
 

16You open | wide your hand 

and satisfy the desire of every | living thing. 
17You are righteous in | all your ways 

and loving in | all your works. R 
 

18You are near to all who | call upon you, 

to all who call up- | on you faithfully. 
19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you; 

you hear their | cry and save them. 
 

20You watch over all | those who love you, 

but all the wicked you | shall destroy. 
21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD; 

let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever.  R 
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Second Reading           Romans 9:1-5 
 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving plan. 

He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s 

covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 
 

L A reading from Romans: 
 

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—
2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. 
4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the 

flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.  
 
L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation  I Love to Tell the Story   ELW 661 
     Stanza 1 
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Gospel Reading         Matthew 14:13-21 
 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will not 

allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a 

boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and 

cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted 

place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy 

food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to 

eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring 

them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 

and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 

disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up 

what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children. 

  

P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Time 
 

 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
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Song of the Day           When Peace Like a River   ELW 785 
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Apostles Creed 

 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Prayers 
Please sit or kneel for the prayers. After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The 

people will speak, Your mercy is great…. as the prayer response. 

 

A    Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all who are in need. 

           A brief silence 
 

A   You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church 

trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient.  Strengthen 

us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David 

and Roseanne our synod companion Our Savior Lutheran Church, Saginaw; Freeport United 

Brethren Church, Freeport; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C     Your mercy is great. 
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A   Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for 

the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground 

water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires.  

Hear us, O God. 

C     Your mercy is great. 
 

A  You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant 

life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who 

do not know you will find their joy in you.   Protect the lives of those who serve in the military:  

Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan 

Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller 

(McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and 

Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God. 

C      Your mercy is great. 
 

 A  You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 

hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing 

to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind, including Jeanette Ulrich, Michelle, and 

those involved in medical care and research during this pandemic of coronavirus, pray for 

peace in the midst of demonstrations.  Hear us, O God. 

C     Your mercy is great. 
 

A  You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation (name) such a welcoming 

heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom 

we encounter. (You may share your prayers at this time) 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 

heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known.  Hear 

us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music 

 

 

 

 

 



P9-12 

Offering Song                    Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory  ELW 561 
     Stanza 3 

 
Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. 
C  Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the 

world. Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you.  (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Mission Minutes 
 

Blessing 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song    The Church of Christ, in Every Age         ELW 729 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

 
A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Unreasonable Love 

Imagine throwing an impromptu dinner party for thousands of people. Looking out at the huge 

crowd, would you think, “Yeah, we can do this. It’ll be fun!”? Or would you look in your fridge, 

cupboards, and freezer and become absolutely certain there was not enough to go around? 

It is normal and human to look at the supplies available and make a judgment about whether or not 

something can be accomplished. It’s reasonable, even! But God’s kingdom is not reasonable. God’s 

kingdom defies all of our human expectations. 

It is not reasonable that the last shall be first. It is not reasonable that God would pour forgiveness 

on us when we hardly know how to confess. It is not reasonable that the disciples could feed 

thousands of people with just a few loaves and fishes. 

Thanks be to God for the unreasonable, unexpected grace we find in the kingdom! May we brim 

with gratitude that where we see limits, God knows what is possible. When we stare in shock at the 

Son of God nailed to the cross, we are sure it’s the end of the story, but God knows differently: 

love and life are unreasonably more abundant than hatred and death. 

When we bring whatever “loaves and fishes” we have in our cupboards to God, God blesses them 

and makes of them enough. At the Lord’s table, we find the mystery of Christ’s abundant presence 

in the bread and the wine. At the font, we are joined to the immeasurable, eternal covenant of being 

God’s beloved through the profuse waters of baptism. It’s preposterous, really, how lavishly, how 

unreasonably God loves the world! Let us rejoice in God’s unreasonable love and mercy, and join 

the feast. 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Website: www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Phone: (269) 945-9414 

            (269) 945-2645 

 

Pastor Ken Scheck II 

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music  

August 2, 2020 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 28   Views: 112             Weekly Giving:  $2,240.00        Budget Amount:  $4,617.93  
 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  If you chose 

to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion 

then move to the Gathering Area for study.  

 

 

ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are now 

able to be utilized, along with your checking or savings account.  Look for the link on our website 

www.grace-hastings.org 

 

 

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.  

To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance 

from those who are not part of your household.  Thank you for loving your neighbor. 

 

 

Are you hungry for Holy Communion?  We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at 

3:00 pm on  Monday and Saturday.  Wednesday will be at 7:00 pm.  You must continue to call 

ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing.  There 

are only 9 communion stations available.  Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell 

the number of people who will be with you at the communion station. 

 

 

Living Water Ministries 

A Lutheran Camping Ministry in Michigan 
 

This is the last week we are promoting this ministry need. Please send your gifts into the office to 

help keep our Lutheran camping program alive.  LIVING WATER MINISTRIES had to close all 

their programs for the last several months and has no regular income coming in at this time.  If you 

would like to contribute to this ministry you are encouraged to do so.  Please write checks to Grace 

Lutheran Church and in the memo write Living Water.  Thanks for your consideration. 

 
  

Assisting Minister – Vickey Argo    

Lector – Carla Neil 

Cantor – Kate Watson 

Musicians – Vickey Argo, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan 

Scheck, Clyde Watson, Kate Watson & Lexie Watson  

Pastor – Ken Scheck  II  

 

 

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory!  Shout praise to God’s holy name.  Come before our great God.  Worship the 
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29 
 

Onsite Worship open for both our 8:00 am and 10:45 am services.  Our 10:45 am service will 

continue to be online and teleconference.  If you are uncomfortable with coming to the building, 

please continue to worship using our conference call and LIVESTREAM.  Adult Forum will 

continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.     
 

Reminders:   If you are sick, please stay home.  Please take care of the larger 

community as well as yourself.   
 

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order. 

If you bring a coat, please keep it with you.  You can put it on the pew 

beside you. 
 

Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.   
 

Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it. 
 

Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind. 

There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews. 
 

No Singing in the Sanctuary.  The National Council of Churches has 

studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow 

singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on.  The 

onsite worship will have music.  There will be no assembly singing at this 

service.    
 

Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the 

sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship; 

much like noisy offering.  The offering plate outside the office will 

continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship. 
 

Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement. 

Communion Today 

Beginning  August  2,  2020  onsite  worship  will  offer communion  of  one  (1)  kind.  Only  the  

bread  will  be  offered.  As you come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will 

also receive a piece of bread in a Ziplock bag.  The table was bleached and dried, before the bread 

was broken.  It is broken with gloved hands and  masked  face.  You  will  be  asked  to  use  hand  

sanitizer before opening the bag just before the words of institution.    
 

There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back. 
 

Restrooms will  be designated High Risk and Low Risk.  The High-Risk 

restrooms has a goal of best practices.  The  restroom should be cleaned  

between  each  use, as there is a desire to limit exposure to disease.  We 

are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our high-risk population 

safe using CDC cleaning procedure. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-chronicles/16-29.html

