SEPTEMBER 2020
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
“God’s work. Our
hands.” Sunday is
September 13, 2020.
This day is an opportunity
to celebrate who we are
as the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in
America – one church,
freed in Christ to serve
and love our neighbor.
One of our most basic
convictions as Lutherans
is that all of life in Jesus
Christ – every act of
service, in every daily
calling, in every corner of
life – flows freely from a
living, daring confidence
in God’s grace.
In Jewish tradition, Rosh
Hashanah is the
celebration of the Jewish
New Year (9/18—9/20) a time of rejoicing and
serious introspection. It is
the holiest day of the
Jewish year and marks
God's creation of the
world. This 10 day
festival is ushered in by
Rosh Hashanah and
culminates with Yom
Kippur (“Day of
Atonement”).
Deadline for the
October GraceGram is
September 17, 2020.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. Romans 5:1-2
Dear Grace Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your generous gift of $5,680.10 to the Grace Lutheran Church Mission
Endowment Fund, Hastings, MI.
As a church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) believes that God's
grace is freely given to us. This brings us peace and hope. It makes a difference in our
lives. Through your gifts to the ministries of the ELCA, you are sharing this amazing
grace with others. You are helping people around the world feel the transformational
power of God's love.

With your gifts, you are putting God's love into action — living faithfully, witnessing
boldly, serving joyfully and giving abundantly. Your generosity allows this church to
continue to spread the good news of Jesus Christ by equipping leaders, positioning
communities to grow and sharing the love of a faithful and abiding God.
Thank you for your gracious gifts. The glory of God is shining through you.
With gratitude,
Rachel Wind
Executive for Development, Mission Advancement
I share the above thank you, because we are partners in ministry with the larger church.
It is so encouraging that our Mission dollars can help the larger church and that our
Mission dollars come back to us, so that we can share with others. We are able to be
caregivers simply by giving away the interest we earn through the Grace Lutheran
Church Mission Endowment Fund. We give 90% of what we receive in interest each
year to ministry needs that are suggested to the Mission Endowment Fund Committee.
We are blessed that we can build this fund, so ministry expands. If you are interested in
sharing a gift to the Mission Endowment Fund, please feel free to contact me.
Serving you in Christ,

+
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Off The Shelf ~~
NEVER CAUGHT

by Erica Armstrong Dunbar

A startling and eye-opening look into America’s First Family, Never Caught is the powerful
story about a daring woman of “extraordinary grit” . When George Washington was
elected president, he reluctantly left behind his beloved Mount Vernon to serve in
Philadelphia, the temporary seat of the nation’s capital. In setting up his household he
brought along nine slaves, including Ona Judge

“Private Communion”

Though Ona Judge lived a life of relative comfort, she was denied freedom. So, when the
opportunity presented itself one clear and pleasant spring day in Philadelphia, Judge left
everything she knew to escape to New England. Yet freedom would not come without its
costs. At just twenty-two-years-old, Ona became the subject of an intense manhunt led by
George Washington, who used his political and personal contacts to recapture his property.

There are nine stations available in the
Fellowship Hall.
On Monday and Saturday at 3:00 pm
and Wednesday at 7:00 pm
we will gather for communion.

You must call ahead, so we can
reserve a spot for you
269-945-9414

“The prophets have all said Yes to the king. Make it unanimous—vote Yes!”
1 Kings 22:13

How would Jesus vote?

COMMUNION
We are blessed with our
current communion practices.
Sunday morning we are invited
to share in the body and blood
of Christ using just bread.
On Monday, Wednesday &
Saturday we partake of communion of
two kinds, as we have a proven
safe way to distribute
communion of both kinds.
There have been at least three
different suggestions of how
distribution could happen here
at Grace for Sunday morning
worship services. We will let
you know when the Worship
Committee feels comfortable
moving to the next stage.

It’s a great question, just like the question, “What Would Jesus Do?” I was at
a wedding this past week. The reception was at the old Peace Lutheran
Church building. A member of Peace Lutheran Church has made over
a million dollars by coming up with the question,
“What Would Jesus Do?” If I could capture how Jesus
would vote, I think I would make a million dollars.
I do not know exactly how Jesus would vote for every
issue, but I do know that Jesus would do what is fair and
just for every neighbor. Jesus would be compassionate
and share love freely. What does the Lord require of
you? DO JUSTICE,
LOVE KINDNESS,
& WALK HUMBLY
WITH YOUR

GOD!

I do not know how Jesus would vote on every issue, I
just know that we are called to do so with love on our
minds. Voting with you soon in November.
Pastor Ken +
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We thank Deborah and Dennis Wilke
for the furniture in the Gathering
Area

We thank you for supporting
RELAY FOR LIFE in this season of
uncertainty. We raised

$715.00
sharing the hope
for a cure.

THANKS
Dear Grace Family,

For your generous
gift to
LIVING WATER MINISTRIES
We collected $455.00
GIVE
T
H
A

Thank you so much for your continued
support, and for the thoughtful gift for
my graduation. It has been a pleasure
to be at Grace for the past two years,
and to get to know so many of you. It’s
been awesome to connect through
worship and events like VBS. I really
love leading in worship, and am glad I
can do so here at Grace. I look forward
to seeing everyone when I am home
from college.
Love & my best wishes,
Anna Scheck
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TO THE LORD

GOD!
Psalm 107:1
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President’s Ponderings – Chris Bush

Who are you? Who am I?

I am a 2020 census worker. The U.S. Census Bureau asks questions about where you lived on “Census Day;” whether
you own or rent your home; and your age, ethnicity, and race and background. These data then get crunched to
help determine where funding can be sent for community services, such as fixing roads or building new hospitals or
schools, and how many representatives each state has in the House of Representatives. I’ve learned a lot about the
history and purpose of the census and about the makeup of Barry County.
A couple of times, when I’ve asked the question about family background or origins – basically about nationality – a
few people said they did not know. That surprised me. I am, at the closest, a second-generation American. I
remember our family get-togethers and hearing about the “old country,” how my ancestors passed through the halls
at Ellis Island, and how they worked to fulfill their American dream. At holiday gatherings, we’d have foods that
reflected our heritage. I never considered that people might not know their family’s origins. Perhaps, now that they
consider themselves Americans, they feel that is the more important label. Or maybe their family’s history brings
back painful memories of war, persecution, and loss. Or maybe it’s just something that was not important to their
parents as they worked to make a better life for their families.
As we describe ourselves to others, what descriptors do we use? I’m from Nashville but was born in New York. I am
a daughter and a wife, a retired toxicologist and this congregation’s president, a beekeeper and a cancer survivor.
That’s just the start of a longer list that would help people know more about me. But at the top of list, I would put
“child of God,” since that, to me, is my most important attribute. That is a definitely heritage I want to highlight!

Supplying Books for School Students

There are many community organizations that collect backpacks
and school supplies at the start of school each year. So our
Outreach Committee will set up a fund to purchase books for
school children again this year.
Elementary students are given the opportunity to purchase one
book each month from the Scholastic Books catalog sent to teachers each month. However,
many of the students do not have the opportunity to purchase a book because family finances
are too tight to allow their children to place an order.
For such students-in-need, Scholastic Books will allow a book to be purchased by their teacher
for $1.00. A donation of $10.00 would therefore enable the teacher to purchase one book a
month for the entire school year for such a student. We felt this was an unmet need that we
could easily support. We would like to help our member, Shayna Gibbons, a teacher at SE
Elementary School, with a fund to purchase books for the students-in-need in her classroom.
We understand there are approximately 25 such students.
If you would like to help make a donation to this “Books for Kids” Fund you may do so by cash
or check (payable to Grace Lutheran), placing it in a pew envelope and mark the outside of the
envelope “Books for Kids”. We’ll let you know how we did in the November Grace Gram.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

H
E
L
P

Money Counters Needed

E

As you are aware, we are in the midst of
a pandemic. This translates that some of
the folk who have been money counters
are no longer able to fill this role. We
have had a team of two develop with our
first invitation, but we are seeking an
additional team of two. If you are at all
interested, please prayerfully consider
doing this important ministry.

D

Thank you for your consideration.

W
A
N

T

the road rise up to
meet you.
the wind always be
at your back.
the sun shine warm
upon your face, and
fall soft upon your
fields.
And until we meet again,
God hold you.
In the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next summer’s
ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis.
We give thanks for your prayers and patience as we have worked through the details with our
partners in Minneapolis and across the country. We hope that by postponing the Gathering for
a year, individuals and congregations will feel more comfortable and prepared to attend the
Gathering in 2022.
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Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:
Vivian Allerding
Donna Buehl
Ilene Hilson
Wes Gillons
Dave Bolton

Military:
Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings
Thornapple Cottages
Thornapple Manor, Room #304
Thornapple Manor Cottages

Dorothy Mayo

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville
Carvath Village, Room 149 B

Doris Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890
Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings
611 E Woodlawn / Hastings
Mallard Pond Apt 217

Don Granzow
Opal Gillons
Lois VonSeggern

6600 Constitution Blvd/ Apt 712
Portage 49024

BIRTHDAYS
Mary Thompson
Deb Watson
Shirley Beck
Steve Wales
Katie Burkhead
Steve Kogge
Donna Buehl
Gavin Patton
Grayson Patton
Scott Larson
Robert Pohl
Mark Anton
Linda Melcher

9/1
9/3
9/7
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/19
9/22
9/24
9/25

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks (Air Force)
Alexis Kelmer (California)
Dylan Kelmer (Germany)
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Carlos Garcia (Guam)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford (Alaska)
Cody Crawford (Alaska)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Talia and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)
Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)
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Mutual Ministry
Mutual Ministry Committee is for all of us here at Grace Lutheran Church. The Mutual Ministry
Committee affirms and strengthens the mission of the Congregation and the ministry of the staff.
We share a common mission to:
•

Maintain open communication concerning the
attitudes, conditions, and expectations within Grace
Lutheran Church. The committee has reached out
to several families and individuals to promote
harmony within our community of faith.

•

Be alert to early warnings of misunderstanding
with the congregation. There is an excellent
opportunity to create healing, even before there is
brokenness by open communication.

•

Be a “listening post” for the ministry staff and the congregation. You may or may not recall, the
Mutual Ministry Committee has hosted this event in the past. If you need to share a concern, you
are also invited to contact any of the following people: Brenda Teegardin (616.560.5910), Julian
Kratochvil (806.336.0661), Clyde Watson (269.953.4928), Carl Schoessel (269.838.8407), Kristi
Winick (269.953.6638), Cindy Olson (517.242.3725) or Pastor Ken (269.370.4632)

•

If necessary, assume the role of “conflict resolution.”

•

Reflect on how well the ministry staff and congregation are working together.

•

Be a “sounding board” for the ministry staff in time of personal and professional stress.

•

Discern continuing education opportunities and needs that would assist the ministry staff and
the congregation.

•

Nurture the spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of the ministry staff.

The key terms here are both “mutual” and “ministry.” “Mutual” means that this is not
one-sided support or work. Think of “mutual needs” or “mutual respect.” Also, the “ministry” part
means that the Committee seeks to strengthen our ministry with each other, as well as carry out the
ministry that God calls us to do beyond our doors.
The Committee includes the ministry staff at Grace (the Pastor and Minister of Music), one member
appointed by each ministry staff person, and three members appointed by the Congregation Council.
We are thankful that Brenda Teegardin is leading the committee.
Since it is about time for some of the terms to end, you might want to join this committee. One of
the members needs to leave, because he is now serving on the Congregation Council. We are
seeking people who might want to join in this wonderful shared ministry.
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday @ 8:00 am
and 10:45 am

Our Staff:
Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music
Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 10AM - 2PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.

God prunes back so even more will
bear. You are already pruned back by
the message I have spoken. John 15:3

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Heather Albright
Nursery Attendant
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645
Worship Committee:
gracelutheranworshipcommittee@gmail.com

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Office Closed

Mon

22
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

29
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

27 Services:
28
8 am & 10:45 am: On Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Site Worship
Stream still available

Council Mtg 7 pm

15
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

8
Pastor on Vacation

Executive Mtg 6 pm

1
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Tues

20 Services:
21
8 am & 10:45 am: On Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Site Worship
Stream still available

13 Services:
14
8 am & 10:45 am: On Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Site Worship
Stream still available
Outreach 4:30 pm
Noisy Offering

7
6 Services:
8 am & 10:45 am: On
Site Worship
Stream still available

Sun

30
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

23
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

16
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

9
Pastor on Vacation

2
Pastor to HAMA mtg

Wed

September 2020

24
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

17
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

10
Pastor on Vacation

3
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Thurs

25

18

11
Pastor on Vacation

4

Fri

26

19

12

5

Sat

With God, one day is as good as a thousand years, a thousand years as a day.
2 Peter 3:8
Dear members and friends of Grace Lutheran Church
and people of Christ,
“A few days away”
Now that is a phrase that almost always makes us smile in anticipation. “A few days away” Just a few days to step away from
the “routine” (or in the case of these past months - "the anything
but routine”). Just a few days to get away, to be away, to do
something different. Just a few days away to be with family or
friends.

A
FEW DAYS
AWAY

“A few days away” Most likely some days that involve reading, or walking, or bicycling, or
camping, or playing games, or fishing, or boating, or golfing, or hiking, or shopping (how did
that one get in here?), or visiting, or “whatever it is that you enjoy doing.” Some days to catch
your breath, some days to do some breathing, some days to relax or some days to refocus. Just
“a few days away.”
But guess what? And I know you can guess correctly what I am going to say next. It is what
we always say. And it is the GOOD NEWS!! Even when we take “a few days away” - God
never takes a day away from loving us, from forgiving us, from walking with us, from pouring
out grace upon us! Never!
So, as summer days begin to draw to a close, and you look for that one more opportunity to
find “a few days away.” Always trust, always believe, always know for sure that God is with
you! And if you cannot step away for a few days - absolutely trust and believe and know for
sure that God is with you in every place and every time of your life.
IF YOU CAN - how about a quick word to your pastor - sharing what you like to do when
YOU take “a few days away.” You can e-mail me at kscheckii@aol.com
REMEMBER: Worship matters!
In person: 8:00 am & 10:45 am
Online : www.grace-hastings.org
See you this Sunday,
Pastor Ken +

Called to the
Church Triumphant
Jim Curtis
Jim entered eternal glory
on August 17, 2020
Let us remember the
promise of the
RESURRECTION

