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Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 
August 16, 2020 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of 

the church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

  
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We gather to worship God who welcomes all into the community 

of faith.  All people regardless of race, nationality, sexuality, social status, or wealth are welcome 

to God’s community. There are no outsiders.  God gifts are unchanging for all people. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Music 

 

 

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

P  As in one body we have many members, 

C  so we, who are many, are one body in Christ. 

  

P  Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord, 
C   I am there among them. 

  

P  O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  
C   Direct us by the light of that Spirit.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn   All Are Welcome   ELW 641 (red book) 
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Prayer of the Day 

A     Let us pray…. God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. 

C    Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that 

your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

First Reading         Isaiah 56:2, 6-8 
 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Righteousness 

and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 

 

L A reading from Isaiah: 
 

1Thus says the LORD:  Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and 

my deliverance be revealed. 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to 

him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not 

profane it, and hold fast my covenant—7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them 

joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.  8Thus says the Lord GOD, who 

gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 

 
L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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R = Refrain 

  

 

Psalm 67 

1May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2Let your way be known | upon earth, 

your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

 
3Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 
4Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | tions on earth. R 

 
5Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

 
7May God | give us blessing, 

and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe.   R 
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Second Reading          Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 

disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 

 

L A reading from Romans: 

[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. 

 
29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God 

but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient 

in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has 

imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation  I Love to Tell the Story   ELW 661 
     Stanza 1 
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Gospel Reading         Matthew 15:21-28 
 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances. 

Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches 

him for help. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 

my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came 

and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was 

sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, 

“Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 
27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then 

Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Time 
 

 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
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Song of the Day           Healer of Our Every Ill   ELW 612 
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Apostles Creed 

 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is 

great…. as the prayer response. 

A    Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

 

           A brief silence 
 

A   Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. 

As Jesus acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your 

church discover and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Strengthen us 

to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and 

Roseanne our synod companion St. John Lutheran Church, Saginaw; Good Shepherd Lutheran  

Church, Middleville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God. 

C     Your mercy is great. 

 



P11-10 

A    You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, 

that the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of 

nutrients, and refresh the air all creatures need to live. Hear us, O God. 
C     Your mercy is great. 
 

A  You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the 

nations of the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and 

consumed by enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Protect the 

lives of those who serve in the military:  Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia 

(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill 

(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God. 

C      Your mercy is great. 
 

A  You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not 

have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your 

healing, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Colleen Endsley family, 

Kaylee Featherly, Mike Fruth, Bill Gibbons, Matthew Gibbons, Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, 

Larry Maupin, Tim Sullivan, Jeanette Ulrich, Lynnze, and Cheryl Wilke.  Hear us, O God. 

C     Your mercy is great. 
 

A  In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation grace to find our 

life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer. Give us rest and 

renewal, and strengthen us for mission in your name.  We raise our individual prayers 

aloud or in our hearts.  (You may share your prayers at this time) 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the 

saints, join us also with them on the great day of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music 
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Offering Song                    Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory  ELW 561 
     Stanza 3 

 
 

Offering Prayer 

 

A   Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. 
C  Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the 

world. Amen. 
 

 

 

Sharing the Peace 

 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you.  (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

Blessing 

 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song   In Christ There is No East or West          ELW 650 

 

 
 

 

Dismissal 

 
A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Is Practice 

It is just about time to move back into the rhythms of the academic year. Our summers may be quite 

different from household to household, but the school year often brings similar patterns. We are 

heading back to alarm clocks, early mornings, quick breakfasts, lunchboxes and lunch money, “I 

can’t find my other shoe!,” bus stops, backpacks, and bell schedules. While our summers may have 

been filled with family and friends, school is packed with people we don’t necessarily know well, 

understand, or even like. This seems like the perfect time to remember that amid the stress and 

people we encounter, Jesus says that our words have the power to defile us (Matt. 15:11). 

How might the patterns of worship help us use words that sanctify rather than defile us? 

We begin with words like “Forgive us . . .” as we humble ourselves before God. After confession 

and forgiveness, we often sing a song of praise, lifting sweet words of love to God. And in the 

Kyrie, our lips form the words “Lord, have mercy.” When a worship leader greets us with “The 

Lord be with you,” we return the greeting: “And also with you!” We stand for the gospel and sing 

an acclamation, which often includes the phrase “You have the words of eternal life.” After the 

gospel is read, we cry, “Praise to you, O Christ!” As we share the peace of Christ, we look people 

in the eye and declare to them that Christ’s peace is theirs. In worship, we practice the life we are 

to live all week. Our mouths are filled with truth, humility, praise, and gratitude—nothing that 

defiles. 

What a gift it is to gather with a community of believers each week to sing and pray words of love 

and light, practicing together the sometimes-difficult work of using our words to build up, rather 

than tear down, our neighbors. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Website: www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Phone: (269) 945-9414 

            (269) 945-2645 

 

Pastor Ken Scheck II 

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music  

August 16, 2020 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 24       Views: 154           Weekly Giving:  $4,138.16       Budget Amount:  $4,227.24  
 

Special Congregational Meeting, Sunday, August 23, 2020 at 9:30 am.  Upon review of the 

draft minutes from the Annual Meeting, Grace leadership noticed that, while the ballot of 

candidates for various positions was approved by the congregation, we did not actually VOTE to 

elect the nominees INTO the positions.  Therefore, a Special Congregation Meeting is being called 

for Sunday, August 23rd, 2020.  The sole purpose of the meeting will be to take the vote, so it will 

be very brief.  It will take place between services and you can attend in person or via Zoom (online 

or phone).  A notice with more information will be mailed out at least 10 days before the meeting. 

You can attend by Zoom through a computer: https://capital.zoom.us/j/7401179485 

You can attend by Zoom through telephone call: 1-(929) 205. 6099  access code:  7401179485# 

or You can attend in person by coming to the sanctuary.    
 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm.  If you chose 

to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion 

then move to the Gathering Area for study.  
 

Books-for-Kids is an outreach project sponsored by our Outreach Committee.  Our goal again this 

year is to purchase age-appropriate books for needy students in Shayna Gibbons classroom.  

Contributions should be marked “Books for Kids”.  
 

THANK YOU for your generous support for Living Water Ministries.  With your donations we 

supported the Lutheran camping experience.  We were able to raise $455.00. 
 

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.  

To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance 

from those who are not part of your household.  Thank you for loving your neighbor. 
 

Are you hungry for Holy Communion?  We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at 

3:00 pm on  Monday and Saturday.  Wednesday will be at 7:00 pm.  You must continue to call 

ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing.  There 

are only 9 communion stations available.  Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell 

the number of people who will be with you at the communion station. 
 

 

Assisting Minister – Vickey Argo  

Lector – Ethan Scheck 

Cantor –  Kate Watson 

Musicians – Mark Anton, Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck, Clyde 

Watson, Kate Watson, Lexie Watson  

Pastor – Ken Scheck  II  

 

Ascribe to the Lord all glory!  Shout praise to God’s holy name.  Come before our great God.  Worship the 
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29 
 

https://capital.zoom.us/j/7401179485
https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-chronicles/16-29.html
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Onsite Worship open for both our 8:00 am and 10:45 am services.  Our 10:45 am service will 

continue to be online and teleconference.  If you are uncomfortable with coming to the building, 

please continue to worship using our conference call and LIVESTREAM.  Adult Forum will 

continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.     
 

Reminders:   If you are sick, please stay home.  Please take care of the larger 

community as well as yourself.   
 

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order. 

If you bring a coat, please keep it with you.  You can put it on the pew 

beside you. 
 

Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.   
 

Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it. 
 

Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind. 

There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews. 
 

No Singing in the Sanctuary.  The National Council of Churches has 

studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow 

singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on.  The 

onsite worship will have music.  There will be no assembly singing at this 

service.    
 

Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the 

sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship; 

much like noisy offering.  The offering plate outside the office will 

continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship. 
 

Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement. 

 

Communion at onsite worship is offered in one (1) kind. Only the bread will be offered.  As you 

come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a 

Ziplock bag.  The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken.  It is broken with 

gloved hands and  masked  face.  You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the bag 

just before the words of institution.    
 

There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back. 
 

Restrooms will  be designated High Risk and Low Risk.  The High-Risk 

restrooms has a goal of best practices.  The  restroom should be cleaned  

between  each  use, as there is a desire to limit exposure to disease.  We 

are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our high-risk population 

safe using CDC cleaning procedure. 


