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Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost
August 23, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship the Messiah, the Son of the living God.
Through our worship, we celebrate God’s deliverance given us by Jesus’ act salvation given us on
the cross. God’s grace allows us to be empowered to build one another up as the body of Christ.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
P As in one body we have many members,
C so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.
P Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
C I am there among them.
P O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
C Direct us by the light of that Spirit. Amen
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Gathering Hymn

Holy God, Holy and Glorious

ELW 637 (red book)

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock
of our life.
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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First Reading

Isaiah 51:1-6

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers comfort
to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.
L A reading from Isaiah:
1

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which
you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to
Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.
3
For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness
like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and
my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has
gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my
salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 138
1

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will | sing your praise.
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
3
When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R
5

They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
6
The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right | hand shall save me.
8
You will make good your pur- | pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works | of your hands. R

P12-5

Second Reading

Romans 12:1-8

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values
and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing
work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function
to build up the body of Christ.
L A reading from Romans:
1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members
one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion
to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver,
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Lord, Let my Heart be Good Soil

Gospel Reading

ELW 512

Matthew 16:13-20

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living
God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah,
and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he
was the Messiah.
13

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

We Sing to You, O God
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ELW 791

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence
A Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living

God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and
throughout the world. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion Zion Lutheran
Church, Saginaw; Grace Brethren Bible Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and
Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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A

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our
songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous
home you give us. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators

and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need
with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Protect the lives of
those who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks),
Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
A

You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not
have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your
healing, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Jim Curtis family, Colleen

Endsley family, Kaylee Featherly, Mike Fruth, Bill Gibbons, Matthew Gibbons, Karl Golnek,
Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Joe Longcor, Larry Maupin, Connie Neil, Tim Sullivan,
George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Lynnze, Eddie, Johnny (upcoming surgery), and Cheryl
Wilke. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A

You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building
up of the church for the sake of the world. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy
and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead.
Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song

Take My Life, That I May Be
Stanzas 2 & 4
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ELW 583

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the

world. Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Mission Minutes

Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

We Are All One in Mission

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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ELW 576

Who Is Jesus?
“Who do you say that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). When Jesus asks us this question, how do we reply?
Do we respond with Peter, proclaiming that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God”
(Matt. 16:16)? We may respond in that way when we feel we have more faith than doubt. However,
we don’t always feel so bold. Sometimes we might not have a clear answer when our Lord asks,
“Who do you say that I am?”
Our worship here today is one of the ways we learn about what Jesus does so that we might proclaim
who Jesus is.
Jesus . . .
. . . meets us in the assembly gathered for worship and calls us to be united in his love.
. . . meets us in baptismal waters, drowning our sin and making us new.
. . . invites us to tell the truth about the ways we have sinned against God and each other.
. . . responds to our confession with full and immediate pardon.
. . . is the saving, calling, redeeming Word, coming to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
. . . invites us to share what God has given us, calling us to offer our resources of money and time
so that the church’s mission of genuine love may be extended.
. . . feeds us with his own body. As we take Jesus into our bodies in the form of bread and wine,
we become what we receive: the body of Christ.
. . . blesses us, gives us his peace, and grants us courage to answer his question: “Who do you say
that I am?”
Having experienced Jesus in our worship, may we be so bold as to reply: “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God!”

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
August 23, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 29 Views: 146

Weekly Giving: $1,026.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

Special Congregational Meeting today at 9:30 am. Upon review of the draft minutes from the
Annual Meeting, Grace leadership noticed that, while the ballot of candidates for various positions
was approved by the congregation, we did not actually VOTE to elect the nominees INTO the
positions. Therefore, a Special Congregation Meeting is being called for Sunday, August 23rd,
2020. The sole purpose of the meeting will be to take the vote, so it will be very brief. It will take
place between services and you can attend in person or via Zoom (online or phone). A notice with
more information will be mailed out at least 10 days before the meeting. You can attend by Zoom
through a computer: https://capital.zoom.us/j/7401179485
You can attend by Zoom through telephone call: 1-(929) 205. 6099 access code: 7401179485#
or You can attend in person by coming to the sanctuary.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. If you chose
to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion
then move to the Gathering Area for study.
Books-for-Kids is an outreach project sponsored by our Outreach Committee. Our goal again this
year is to purchase age-appropriate books for needy students in Shayna Gibbons classroom.
Contributions should be marked “Books for Kids”.
THANK YOU for your generous support for Living Water Ministries. With your donations we
supported the Lutheran camping experience. We were able to raise $455.00.
Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance
from those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Are you hungry for Holy Communion? We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at
3:00 pm on Monday and Saturday. Wednesday will be at 7:00 pm. You must continue to call
ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing. There
are only 9 communion stations available. Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell
the number of people who will be with you at the communion station.
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Cindy Olson
Cantor – Anna Scheck
Musicians – Mark Anton, Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck, Clyde
Watson, Kate Watson, Lexie Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship open for both our 8:00 am and 10:45 am services. Our 10:45 am service will
continue to be online and teleconference. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the building,
please continue to worship using our conference call and LIVESTREAM. Adult Forum will
continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Masks need to be worn, as mandated by order.
If you bring a coat, please keep it with you. You can put it on the pew
beside you.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The National Council of Churches has
studies that demonstrate that the six feet distancing is not enough to allow
singing in the sanctuary for public worship, even with a mask on. The
onsite worship will have music. There will be no assembly singing at this
service.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
Communion at onsite worship is offered in one (1) kind. Only the bread will be offered. As you
come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a
Ziplock bag. The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken. It is broken with
gloved hands and masked face. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the bag
just before the words of institution.
There will be no Coffee Hour when we first come back.
Restrooms will be designated High Risk and Low Risk. The High-Risk
restrooms has a goal of best practices. The restroom should be cleaned
between each use, as there is a desire to limit exposure to disease. We
are seeking restroom cleaners to help in keeping our high-risk population
safe using CDC cleaning procedure.
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