Grace Lutheran Church
Hastings, Michigan

Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost
August 30, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship God who saves us and delivers us. We
experience the love of God and are asked to exhibit love by showing goodness, peace, and kindness
to others. We are invited to carry another’s burdens to show this love.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
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Gathering Music – Lord Jesus, you shall be my song

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
P As in one body we have many members,
C so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.
P13-2

P Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
C I am there among them.
P O God, you open our hearts by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
C Direct us by the light of that Spirit. Amen

Gathering Hymn

O, Jesus, I have Promised
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ELW 810 (red book)

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

First Reading

Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and
God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to
continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”
L A reading from Jeremiah:
15

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.
16
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of
my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me
with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly,
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
19

Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand before
me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is
they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 20And I will make you to this people a
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am
with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 26:1-8
1

Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered.
2
Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.
3

For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- | ly with you.
4
I have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R
5

I have hated the company of | evildoers;
I will not sit down | with the wicked.
6
I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,
7

singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
8
LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R
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Second Reading

Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at
peace with all people.
L A reading from Romans:
9

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate
with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it
is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning
coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Lord, Let my Heart be Good Soil
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ELW 512

Gospel Reading

Matthew 16:21-28

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate
purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a
“rock.”
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
24

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
27

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence
A God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine

things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover
joy in life through him. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion Faith Lutheran
Church, Sidney; Grace Brethren Church, Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor
Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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A

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to
see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony
with all creation. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even

those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate
and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Protect
the lives of those who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia
(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C
Your mercy is great.
A

You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not
have enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your
healing, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Jim Curtis family, Colleen

Endsley family, Kaylee Featherly, Mike Fruth, Bill Gibbons, Matthew Gibbons, Karl Golnek,
Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Joe Longcor, Larry Maupin, Connie Neil, Ron Neil, Tim
Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Lynnze, Eddie, Johnny (upcoming surgery),
Cheryl Wilke, Traci Wales, and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer.

Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help
us overcome evil with good. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A

God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live
in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Hear us,
O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song

Take My Life, That I May Be
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Stanzas 2 & 4

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the

world. Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Mission Minutes
Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C Amen.
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Sending Song

Let Streams of Living Justice

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Lost and Found
In an age when self-actualization and “finding oneself” are high cultural values, it can be easy to
see these tasks as a steady trajectory toward a fixed end, one that we can control.
Jesus says, on the other hand, that in order to find our life—our identity—we must seek to lose it.
We are to identify with Jesus so completely that he becomes our identity. And here’s the ace-inthe-hole, the part that even our therapists and life coaches can accept: It’s not that we identify with
Jesus in order to forget who we are—to forget the childhood that wasn’t perfect, the mistakes we
made as teenagers, and the people we’ve hurt along the way. We identify with Jesus in order to
remember who we are—children of God who are created by God.
So, what of Peter? He’s just been named the Rock and handed the keys to the kingdom. But he’s
already trying so hard to protect this newfound identity that he forgets how he got it in the first
place. It’s no wonder that when his hopes for the kingdom are threatened and Jesus talks about
death, Peter is the one to say, “Hold up!”
Jesus diagnoses Peter correctly—he is clinging to his new self-understanding as “right-hand man”
more than God. It’s his protectiveness and rigidity that earn him the name Satan, not his zeal.
When Jesus says that we must lose our lives, he’s not offering a formula. Jesus is asking for a
willingness to accept something different from what we’ve planned or expected, a willingness for
Peter to relinquish his understanding of what it means to be the Rock. It’s only this willingness to
follow a meandering path and to give up our control over the outcome that results in the found life
we all look for.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
August 30, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 33 Views: 174

Weekly Giving: $4,790.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. If you chose
to come to the church, we will be in the fellowship hall sitting at separate tables for communion
then move to the Gathering Area for study.
Books-for-Kids is an outreach project sponsored by our Outreach Committee. Our goal again this
year is to purchase age-appropriate books for needy students in Shayna Gibbons classroom.
Contributions should be marked “Books for Kids”.
DID YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR PLASTIC BAGS? After doing some research,
Grace Lutheran Church was able to find a place to recycle the plastic bags that hold the communion
bread. We thank Ethan and Laura Scheck for investigating this matter, so we have less waste.
Grace has been able to do recycling here at the church for many years. We thank those who share
in this ministry opportunity of curbing our waste here at Grace.
Pastor Ken felt moved to put this notice in the worship folder, because of the relationship Grace
Lutheran Church has with the Curtis Family. Called Church to the Triumphant our brother in
Christ Jim Curtis. If you would like to send condolences to Marilyn, her address is as follows:
Marilyn Curtis
118 Cedar Court
Edgewater, FL 32141
Are you hungry for Holy Communion? We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at
3:00 pm on Monday and Saturday. Wednesday will be at 7:00 pm. You must continue to call
ahead to reserve your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing. There
are only 9 communion stations available. Please call 269.945.9414 for your reservation day, tell
the number of people who will be with you at the communion station.
ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are now
able to be utilized, along with your checking or savings account. Look for the link on our website
www.grace-hastings.org

Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck
Lector – Ethan Scheck
Cantor – Kate Watson
Musicians – Mark Anton, Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Clyde Watson, Kate
Watson, Lexie Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship is offered at 8:00 am and 10:45 am. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the
building, please continue to worship using our online worship format found at www.gracehastings.org. Adult Forum will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from
those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The onsite worship will have music. There
will be no assembly singing at onsite worship services.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
Communion at onsite worship is offered in one (1) kind. Only the bread will be offered. As you
come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a
Ziplock bag. The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken. It is broken with
gloved hands and masked face. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the bag
just before the words of institution.
There will be no Coffee Hour.
Restrooms are available.
procedure.
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They are cleaned using CDC cleaning

