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Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost
September 6, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather to worship God who has restored us in love, so that we
can reach out in love to one another. Jesus invites us to live in the light of God as faithful people
who challenge each other to care for one another. In fact, we are called to be in right relationship
with all people. So, when there is division, we are called to live in the heart of God reaching out
to the one who is wronged. Let each of us have strength to share in repairing broken relationships.
Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
P Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory!
C For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluia!
P All nations come and worship you, Holy God.
C Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning,
P All colors and races give hearty praise!
C Let us share your love with all. Amen
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the present and all that is to come.

Gathering Hymn

Built on a Rock

ELW 652 (red book)

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail.
Remove far from us everything that is harmful and lead us toward all that gives life and
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
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First Reading

Ezekiel 33:7-11

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s warnings to
the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that
repentance will make the attack unnecessary.
L A reading from Ezekiel:
7

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die
in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
you will have saved your life.
Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins
weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I
live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house
of Israel?
10

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 119:33-40
33

Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes,
and I shall keep it | to the end.
34
Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.
35

Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.
36
Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to | unjust gain. R
37

Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.
38
Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.
39

Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.
40
Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- | liven me. R
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Second Reading

Romans 13:8-14

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes make
the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for us.
L A reading from Romans:
8

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law.
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Lord, Let my Heart be Good Soil

Gospel Reading

ELW 512

Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
16
But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell
it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as
a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
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Message
Silence for reflection

Song of the Day

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
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W & P 95

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.

A Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence
A

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the
cooperative work of churches in this community (especially). Strengthen ecumenical
partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of
Churches. Strengthen us to be bold in our proclamation, including Bishops Elizabeth and
Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne our synod companion church: Peace Lutheran Church,
South Haven; Grace Community Church, Nashville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.
Lord in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P12-9

A

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord in
your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and

cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Protect the lives of
those who serve in the military: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Carlos Garcia (Burdicks),
Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Lord in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those

yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter
all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny
Burdick, Jim Curtis family, Colleen Endsley family, Karl Golnek, Delmar Hansen, Jerry
Hansen, Joe Longcor, Ron Neil, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Traci Wales and Eve
Wright. Lord in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure
fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. (You
may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip
us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song

Take My Life, That I May Be
Stanzas 2 & 4
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ELW 583

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples.
C Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the

world. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C Amen.
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Sending Song

I am the Bread of Life
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ELW 485

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.
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Restoring Right Relationships
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus turns his attention to the community of believers. Matthew is the
only gospel in which Jesus explicitly speaks about the church and therefore addresses some
concerns of communal living. This week, Matthew provides a framework for responding to sin and
conflict for the sake of restoration within a community.
It is inevitable that in a relationship, a time comes when someone lets you down. They may
disappoint you, fail to meet your expectations, hurt your feelings, disagree with you, misspeak, or
break your trust. This happens in all relationships and in all places—the church is no exception.
Although these actions can be unintentional, occasionally relationships are scarred by purposeful
acts of betrayal, abuse, deception, and malice. In all cases, Jesus’ way acknowledges the reality of
broken people and relationships and recommends a path forward.
It is common to seek revenge or try to get even with those who have hurt us. We expect them to be
punished for the wrong they have done. What Jesus proposes here is a system not of retributive
justice but of restorative justice. Instead of demanding vengeance, we can engage the other person
in order to heal and repair the relationship and community. We are to try multiple times, involving
the community as needed, to make amends. We are not to give up on the ones who do harm, but to
offer opportunities for dialogue and healing.
Jesus does not abandon sinners or the church filled with conflicted believers. He comes among
them as they listen to each other and works to restore their relationships. We practice the work of
restoration every week by sharing a sign of peace with one another. In each exchange of peace,
Jesus comes among us to offer grace and forgiveness.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
September 6, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 30 Views: 138

Weekly Giving: $2,307.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

A week from today the congregation council and committee chairs will have its’ training at
9:30 in the sanctuary.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of ACTS on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
at 9:30 am. We will try to meet in the Gathering Area for the study. If we find that we cannot keep
social distance of 6 feet, we will move to the fellowship hall.
Books-for-Kids is an outreach project sponsored by our Outreach Committee. Our goal again this
year is to purchase age-appropriate books for needy students in Shayna Gibbons classroom.
Contributions should be marked “Books for Kids”.
DID YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO OUR PLASTIC BAGS? After doing some research,
Grace Lutheran Church was able to find a place to recycle the plastic bags that hold the communion
bread. We thank Ethan and Laura Scheck for investigating this matter, so we have less waste.
Grace has been able to do recycling here at the church for many years. We thank those who share
in this ministry opportunity of curbing our waste here at Grace.
There will be no fellowship hall communions this week, as Pastor Ken and Laura are on
vacation. Private communion will resume on WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 AT 7:00 PM.
Pastor Ken felt moved to put this notice in the worship folder, because of the relationship Grace
Lutheran Church has with the Curtis Family. Called Church to the Triumphant our brother in
Christ Jim Curtis. If you would like to send condolences to Marilyn, her address is as follows:
Marilyn Curtis
118 Cedar Court
Edgewater, FL 32141
ACH is available. On our website, you will notice a donate tab. The credit card donations are now
able to be utilized, along with your checking or savings account. Look for the link on our website
www.grace-hastings.org
Assisting Minister – Vickey Argo
Lector – Carol Vos
Cantor – Jack Vos
Musicians – Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Ethan Scheck, Jack Vos, Clyde Watson, Kate Watson,
Lexie Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship is offered at 8:00 am and 10:45 am. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the
building, please continue to worship using our online worship format found at www.gracehastings.org. Adult Forum will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from
those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The onsite worship will have music. There
will be no assembly singing at onsite worship services.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
Communion at onsite worship is offered in one (1) kind. Only the bread will be offered. As you
come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a
Ziplock bag. The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken. It is broken with
gloved hands and masked face. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the bag
just before the words of institution.
There will be no Coffee Hour.
Restrooms are available.
procedure.
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They are cleaned using CDC cleaning

