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Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2020

The color for Reformation day is red, which represents the fire of the Holy Spirit. Luther’s Rose, a primary
emblem of the Lutheran church, is comprised of the following: a black cross, for faith in Christ crucified; the
red heart, for faith in the Savior; the white rose, to show that faith causes joy, consolation and peace; the
blue sky, symbolizing that such joy of faith in the Spirit is the beginning of the heavenly joy to come; and the
golden ring surrounding all, to signify the endless bliss that heaven will bring.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We gather renewed by God to praise the One who forgets our sin.
God gives us hope, as we realize that grace liberates us from sin and allows our faith in Christ. As
children of God we can realize the truth of God’s grace and freedom we have to express love to
one another.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Reformation Litany

On this Reformation Sunday, let us celebrate that our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer renews.
We thank you for giving us new life.

® ©

Look, Lord: an empty vessel that needs to be filled.
My Lord, fill it.

® >

I am weak in the faith;
strengthen me.

®

I am cold in love;
warm me and make me fervent, that my love may go out to my neighbor.

® >

I do not have a strong and firm faith; at times, | doubt and am unable to trust in you.
O Lord, help me. Strengthen my faith and trust in you.

®
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(A& | am poor; you are rich —
and you came to be merciful to the poor.

(P) | am a sinner; you are upright. With me there is an abundance of sin;
with you is fullness of righteousness.

(A Thank you for remaining with us,
for by your grace we are healed.

(P) We are blessed with your renewing life.
We thank you for giving us new life. Amen.
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Gathering Hymn

A Mighty Fortress ELW 504 (red book)
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Prayer of the Day

A Letus pray.... Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel,
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

L A reading from Jeremiah.

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright
lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The
renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope
lies in a God who forgets.

$1The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke,
though | was their husband, says the LORD. 3But this is the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

(L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 46

!God is our ref- | uge and strength,

a very present | help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;

3though its waters | rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.

°God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
®The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. &

"The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;

®behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that | | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted | in the earth.”

The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. &
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Second Reading Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us
from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

L) A reading from Romans.

*Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. *For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law
and the prophets, #the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction, 2%since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; #they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, *whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed:;
2jt was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who
has faith in Jesus.

2'Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the
law of faith. 2For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

(L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that
sets people free from sin.

® The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

$1Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” *¥They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

%Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. *The
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. ¥So if
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day Amazing Grace ELW 779
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Apostles Creed

A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Lord in your mercy. The people will speak, hear our
prayer.... as the prayer response.

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence

@A Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in
error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided,
unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Show strength and wisdom to our church
leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod
companion Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Traverse City; Hickory Corners Wesleyan Church,
Hickory Corners; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.
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A As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters
of any kind. Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

A Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free
all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Protect the lives of those
who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis (Kelmer) Garcia, Carlos Garcia
(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen),
Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

A Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those
who are ill, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Joyce Domire, Mike Fruth,
Karl Golnek, Don Granzow, Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Larry Hansen, Lee Hoppe, Joe
Longcor, family of Dorothy Mayo, Carol Morgan, Ron Neil, family of Tim O Flynn, Vicky Saucier,
family of Kathy Scheck (Pastor’s aunt), Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette
Ulrich, Traci Wales, Kristi Winick and Eve Wright. Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the
hope of the gospel. (You may share your prayers at this time)

Here other intercessions may be offered.
@A Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the

renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

® Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song Canticle of the Turning ELW 723
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.
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Offering Prayer

A Letuspray...O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your creation.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with your word and send us forth to set
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sharing the Peace

® The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer

® Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing

® Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The

blessing of the holy Trinity, * one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song

How Firm a Foundation

ELW 796
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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Before the Truth Is Finished
“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you free” (John 8:32).
“The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until it’s finished with you.”

Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are not already free. We are
enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that Luther called the law: the hard part that points out
that we are controlled by our fears and desires, our self-absorption and self-doubt, our addictions
and facades.

Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. You are broken, and
enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can be hard to hear, but until it sinks in we are unable
to be released and receive the truth of the gospel, the good news of grace.

Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther the church must be always
reforming, always pointing beyond itself to God’s grace. The temptation is always there to settle
for so little: a cozy collective of our most presentable selves, the right side of social issues, pat
answers to incomprehensible mysteries of the universe.

Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. We are called to show up
as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts and all. God can handle it. The communion of
saints—that is, us, the people of God—can handle it. You are loved. You are forgiven. You are
free.

The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and must be a place where we
bring our broken-open selves and encounter the healing power of a God who sees us, knows us,
loves us as we are, and sets us free.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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October 25, 2020
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Stewardship Information

Attendance: 25 Views: 000 Weekly Giving: $1,855.00  Budget Amount: $4,227.24

ALL SAINTS. We want to celebrate the saints that are part of our lives. Please inform the church
office with names of the saints by tomorrow. Please include correct spelling. You may e-mail
them to parishadmin(@grace-hastings.org, call them in to the church office (269)945.9414 or write
them down on the sheet posted on the bulletin board at the Gathering Area at church.

No Trunk or Treat in October due to COVID 19. The Outreach Committee concluded that Grace
should cancel for this year.

God’s Creation Calendars NIV 2021 are now for sale! Order on bulletin board in the Gathering
Area. Fifty available at $5.00 each — these make great Christmas gifts!

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 9:30 am. We will continue to
meet in the Gathering Area for the study.

BARRY COUNTY CROP WALK 2020: Pledges can still be made over the phone with Wendy,
mailed in, or dropped off by October 30"

DO YOU HAVE A FLARE FOR DECORATING? The youth invite you to decorate your own
pumpkin, gourd, or squash. Get your artistic skills ready. We are asking you to either take a picture
of it and bring it or mail it to the church. You are also invited to take a digital picture of it and
email it to parishadmin@gracehastings.org. If you have any questions, please call or text Angela
Pruitt at 810-348-6767. We can also schedule an appointment to take a picture of your creation.

GRACE CAFE ZOOM is today between worship services beginning at 9:45 am.
https://usO4web.zoom.us/i/73843529995?pwd=cTRXc1ZMOXZxK3AxL3ZSVEtCY1ZPZz09

We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at 7:00 pm on Monday beginning October
5% and we continue our 3:00 pm service on Saturday. Please continue calling in to reserve your
station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing. Please call 269.945.9414 for
your reservation day.

Assisting Minister — Chris Bush

Lector — Carla Neil

Musicians — Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Clyde Watson,
Kate Watson, Lexie Watson

Pastor — Ken Scheck
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God's holy name. Come before onr great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29

Onsite Worship is offered at 8:00 am and 10:45 am. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the
building, please continue to worship using our online worship format found at www.grace-
hastings.org.

Reminders: If you are sick, please stay home. Please take care of the larger
community as well as yourself.

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from
those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.

Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.

No Singing in the Sanctuary. The onsite worship will have music. There
will be no assembly singing at onsite worship services.

Offering — There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.

Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.

Communion at onsite worship is offered in one (1) kind. Only the bread will be offered. As you
come into the building and receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a
Ziplock bag. The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken. It is broken with
gloved hands and masked face. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the bag
just before the words of institution.

There will be no Coffee Hour.

Restrooms are available. They are cleaned using CDC cleaning
procedure.

P21-19


https://www.biblestudytools.com/1-chronicles/16-29.html

