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Twenty third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of
the church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Jesus invites us to be prepared and ready for his own second
coming, as we also hear the demand for righteousness and justice in the community. Even if we
would die before Christ’s return to Earth, we are assured that we will have eternal life with him.
For this, we should give thanks and praise to God each and every day.
Announcements
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music
Greeting
P

As the earth shows signs of seasons end, let us experience the life and peace we share in the
Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer .
C Amen
Gathering Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son.
Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

Amos 5:18-24

L A reading from Amos.
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos
announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The
LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.
18

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is
darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear; or went into the house
and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness,
not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight
in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I
will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 70
1
Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O LORD, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!”
3

5

But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R
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Second Reading

I Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal
life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead,
will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.
L A reading from I Thessalonians:
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command,
with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore
encourage one another with these words.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
3
When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and
the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But
he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

Wake, Awake, for the Night is Flying

P23-8

ELW 436

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Hear us, O God. The people will speak, Your mercy is
great…. as the prayer response.

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on
the church, the world, and all in need.
A

A brief silence
A Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere

and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and
prayer. Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Augustana Lutheran Church, Tustin; Hope
Church of the Brethren, Freeport; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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A

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the
work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your
creation. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of
every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be
present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Protect the lives of those who
serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi
Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla
and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who

live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and
place in this world. Awaken in us your call to serve all who suffer, including Walter Brown, Gary
Burdick, Penny Burdick, Joyce Domire, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow,
Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Larry Hansen, Lee Hoppe, Joe Longcor, family of Dorothy Mayo,
Carol Morgan, Ron Neil, Hope Peck, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich
Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Traci Wales, Kristi Winick and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. (You may share your prayers
at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us

of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your
kingdom. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all

creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music
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Offering Song

Canticle of the Turning
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Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray . . . God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your
table, and shared your abundant blessings.
C Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give
thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. Amen.
Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Mission Minutes

Blessing
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,

who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of the holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

Drawn to the Light

Dismissal
A Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Invitation to Grace
The parable of the ten bridesmaids easily draws our attention to the differences in their levels of
preparation. Some have enough oil to welcome the bridegroom; others do not. The ability of each
bridesmaid to control her fate finds ready ears in a culture that favors independence and individual
effort. Every day we see the consequences—good or bad—of our actions.
The early part of the parable speaks to a commonality among the bridesmaids. As they wait for the
bridegroom, all of them become drowsy and fall asleep. Then comes the cry, “Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” We might hear this as a command. We certainly have
commands from God throughout Scripture. However, what if we heard the cry as an invitation?
God’s commands are a gift that invites us to live into the reality of the ever-present and ever-coming
kingdom. God does not force or compel us to follow, to be obedient, or to love. It is always framed
as an invitation. The psalmists invite us to praise God. God invites the people of Israel into
covenantal relationship. Jesus invites all who are weary to come to him and find rest.
If the kingdom of heaven is close to us now, of course our actions will have consequences. Whether
we choose to love or hate, share or hoard, work for peace or not—all of these choices impact the
people around us. And yet, God’s command that we live into a way of love is not coercive, but
rather an invitation to life.
In worship we gather around the sacraments of baptism and the eucharist. Neither is forced; neither
is required. Both are invitations to experience what Augustine called visible signs of God’s invisible
grace, a gift given for each and every one of us.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
November 8, 2020
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: 25

Views: 176

Weekly Giving: $5,5051.81

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

The Barry Eaton Heath Department recommends virtual worship for the people it serves. We
hope that you are being blessed by our worship practices here at Grace Lutheran Church. We
continue in person worship currently, along with our streaming worship. If the health department
changes the recommendation to a mandate, you will be informed immediately and there will be no
in person worship the following Sunday after the mandate is issued.
COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for in person worship. Thanks to a donation of grape
juice (wine was not available) Grace will be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”.
Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo for the donation.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 9:30 am. We will continue to
meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
God’s Creation Calendars NIV 2021 are now for sale! Order on bulletin board in the Gathering
Area. Fifty available at $5.00 each – these make great Christmas gifts!
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless. We
are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your clean plastic
shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.
Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Private Communion We have “private” communion in the fellowship hall at 7:00 pm on
Mondays and continue our 3:00 pm service on Saturdays. Please continue calling in to reserve
your station, as we need to ensure that people can sit at social distancing. Please call 269.945.9414
for your reservation day.
Look for PRAYING THE JESSE TREE our Advent devotional is available this week on the
table in the Gathering Area. by the Outreach Committee.
Assisting Minister – Chris Bush
Lector – Anna Scheck
Cantor – Pastor Ken Scheck
Musicians – Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Clyde Watson,
Kate Watson, Lexie Watson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Ascribe to the Lord all glory! Shout praise to God’s holy name. Come before our great God. Worship the
Lord in the splendor of holiness. 1 Chronicles 16:29
Onsite Worship is offered at 8:00 am and 10:45 am. If you are uncomfortable with coming to the
building, please continue to worship using our online worship format found at www.gracehastings.org.
Reminders:

If you are sick, please stay home.
community as well as yourself.

Please take care of the larger

Worship needs to be a safe place (or as safe as we can make it), which means wearing a mask.
To help keep the larger community safe, we ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from
those who are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Worship Folders will be available on a table near the Greeters.
Baptismal Font will have no water, until we are able to put some in it.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be marked with social distancing in mind.
There will be no paper, pencils or hymnals in the pews.
No Singing in the Sanctuary. The onsite worship will have music. There
will be no assembly singing at onsite worship services.
Offering – There will be an offering plate near the entrance of the
sanctuary, please drop your offering in the plate before or after worship;
much like noisy offering. The offering plate outside the office will
continue to be there, for those who do not come to onsite worship.
Passing of the Peace will take place with no physical touch or movement.
Communion at onsite worship is offered with two kinds. As you come into the building and
receive your worship folder, you will also receive a piece of bread in a Ziplock bag and a grape
juice in its own cup. The table was bleached and dried, before the bread was broken. It is broken
with gloved hands and masked face. You will be asked to use hand sanitizer before opening the
bag just before the words of institution. After consuming the bread you may open your cup.
There will be no Coffee Hour.
Restrooms are available.
procedure.
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They are cleaned using CDC cleaning

