JANUARY 2021
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
CHRISTMAS DOES
NOT END ON
DECEMBER 26TH ;
IT LASTS ALL YEAR
LONG!
Christmas gift
suggestions
~ to your enemy,
forgiveness
~ to an opponent,
tolerance

+

~ to a friend,
your heart
~ to a customer,
service
~ to all,
charity
~ to every child,
a good example
~ to yourself,
respect

CHRISTMAS
LOVE
CAME
EARLY

+

AS
Deadline for the
February GraceGram is
January 17, 2021.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

MEMBERS VISITED HOMBOUND MEMBERS ON THE SUNDAY
BEFORE CHRISTMAS & GAVE THEM THEIR CHRISTMAS BAG.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Merry
Christmas
From one
BIRD to
another

We
Thank Our
Social Activities
Committee
For
Making
The Christmas Bags

+

Neeb grandchildren
enjoying the children’s
Christmas Bags

+

Private Communion
There are nine stations available in the
Fellowship Hall.
Please call the office or Pastor Ken Scheck directly
to set up a time for communion.

Thank YOU!
Thank you for your partnership, care, love and service
to Christ Jesus. I am blessed that we share our time together celebrating the gift of God’s GRACE. May you
all have a MERRY CHRISTMAS! Pastor Ken +

Reserve a spot by calling
269-945-9414

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Television:
WOOD TV 8

Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many
jobs have been lost because of the new restrictions but in
place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes there will be another
rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple

WWMT TV 3
WXSP TV
WOTV 4
Radio:
WBCH 100.1 FM
WBCK 95.3 FM
MIX 104.9 FM

BE SAFE OUT THERE!
We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited
to read through the entire New Testament in Chronological
Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James to Revelation. You may
be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert
provided in January’s GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.
We would like to thank everyone
who has thoughtfully donated
plastic shopping bags to our mission of making sleeping mats for
the homeless.
It takes about 500-700 bags to
make each mat.
Please keep
those bags coming until further
notice. The bags can be placed in the tall box marked
"plastic bags" located in the coat room.

Mask Chains
We thank you for purchasing the mask chains that
Erin Everly made. We raised $193.00 for the
parking lot project. Stay safe.

Called to the Church
Triumphant
Our sister in Christ

+

I want to extend a warm and gracious
THANK YOU to the whole congregation!
Each of you make my job here at Grace
Lutheran a joy. You added inspiration,
laughter, and fellowship to my daily work.
I have received many kind words and
deeds from you and it is important to me
that you all know how much I appreciate
you and to send you blessings for the
New Year!
May God look upon you and your families
with grace to keep you happy and
healthy.
Wendy Kimble

DUE TO THE PANDEMIC, THE 2021
OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE BEEN
DELAYED. WE WILL NOTIFY YOU WHEN
THEY ARE READY AND IN YOUR
MAILBOXES HERE AT CHURCH!

Carol L. Morgan

+

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:
Vivian Allerding
Donna Buehl
Ilene Hilson
Wes Gillons
Opal Gillons

Military:
Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings
Thornapple Cottages Rm 703
Thornapple Manor, Rm #105
Thornapple Cottages Rm 700
Thornapple Manor Rehab

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Doris Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890
Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings

Don Granzow
Lois VonSeggern

3313 Parchmount Ave
Kalamazoo MI 49004

BIRTHDAYS
Gerald Knickerbocker

01/06

Jeannette Ulrich

01/07

Clyde Watson Jr

01/11

Carl Schoessel

01/13

Dean Rounds

01/14

Christine Pontius

01/14

Rick Duits

01/20

Logan Clements

01/22

Sheryl Gordon

01/26

Eve Wright

01/26

Jane Power

01/30

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks (Air Force)
Carlos Garcia (Guam)
Alexis Garcia
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford (Alaska)
Cody Crawford (Alaska)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Cindy and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)
Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)

+

ANNIVERSARIES
John and Mary Kleinbrink

01/05

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Pastor Ken and Church Family:

Sanctuary

We are exposing ourselves to a new
adventure. We will be closer to the kids
and the weather should be warmer.
We will be looking for a place in Texas
after sometime searching. We will
greatly miss you and the entire church
family.

+

We know the world is ever changing but
God’s word will never change.
Love and Prayers,
George and Phyllis Lietz

+
’
As George and Phyllis prepare to go
on their way, we send them God’s
love and blessing. We have sent
others, such as John and Teresa
Burdick. Let us know God’s peace
and joy we share, as the body of
Christ. We will miss them, but we
will join together as one some day!
Let us all follow the
path that God plans
for us.

+
+

+

What I’d like to do here is to unpack a
little bit about what the Bible actually
does and does not say about the physical,
sacred sanctuary space. The Hebrew
word for sanctuary is miqdash, which
means “sacred place.” According to
the Harper Collins Bible Dictionary,
sanctuary in the Bible is “[a] holy place
where God is present. In the wilderness,
this was the tent of meeting; in the time
of Solomon, it was the Temple at
Jerusalem. In both places, the Lord’s
presence was made visible as a pillar of
smoke during the daytime and a pillar of
fire at night.”
“A holy place where God is present”
sounds like balm to our modern ears.
But God’s presence in the Hebrew Bible
both was and was not a good thing
for humans. The fact that the
Almighty Creator of the Universe would
deign to make a habitation among
humans was, of course, good news for
God’s people.
Yet, we need to remember divine power
was deadly for humans, and the
sanctuary was the most concentrated
space of that power on earth. Thus the
sanctuary was not necessarily viewed
as a haven of safety for humans.
The sanctuary of God’s holy presence
has become a place for healing for us
followers of Jesus Christ. We long to be
in the sanctuary and receive the touch of
healing water from the baptismal font
and the body and blood of Christ. We
look forward to the day that we can once
again enter into God’s sanctuary and
experience the healing power of God in
God’s sacred place.

Pastor Ken +
We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
The holidays should be a magical, wondrous time for children.
In an effort to bring hope and light to thousands of migrants in the United States,
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service has launch its sixth annual
Hope for the Holidays, collecting Christmas cards and gifts for distribution
at migrants detention centers across the country
and at shelters along the border,
reminding individuals and families that they are not forgotten
during the holiday season.

lirs.org/hope-for-the-holidays
Please bring in any leftover Christmas Cards to the church.

The Giving Tree
We have made a fair beginning on receiving
items to supplement the needs of the SE
Elementary School teachers with donations
received under the Giving Tree in our gathering area.
Tags hanging from the tree branches provide suggestions for
donations such as snacks, school supplies, disinfectant wipes
and paper towels all of which are in short supply for the
teachers, many of whom end up buying these items themselves.
Donations will continue to be received
until January 15th, 2021.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Christmas Family Adoption
Due to the irregularity of our gathering at the church facility, and only then in small groupings, I was more than a
bit concerned as to how difficult it would be to fulfill the needs of the Christmas families we chose to help this
year.
O me of little faith! Not only were you, our members and friends, faithful and
generous as you always have been and in spite of the extra hurdles we all have had to
clear this year, we actually ended up adopting one more family than we had originally
intended to help. We ended up with ample donations and funds to fill the food baskets for six families and purchase at least two gifts apiece for 22 children.
We indeed have been blessed which in turn has again allowed us to be a blessing to
others. Thank you all so very much for your support of this annual outreach project.
Mike Kemper, chairperson
Grace Outreach Committee

President’s Ponderings – Chris Bush
A new calendar year often fills us with hope. It’s a fresh start, a blank
page (or 12 of them) waiting for an event to be planned: a birthday
celebration, a baptism, a wedding, an anniversary. We have a vision of
what we hope to do, and we work toward that goal. Sometimes the
road toward that goal takes longer than a year, but it’s important to
us to fulfill that hope. And when we do, we are happy and grateful to
have accomplished the goal.
We at Grace are working toward accomplishing a couple of big goals. The first one has been identified: It is a
capital fundraising campaign to replenish our contingency funds, update the lighting in our public spaces, and
start a parking lot fund. A planning team has been appointed by the Council, and the team will have its first
meeting in January. Stay tuned for updates on this effort.
The second goal is one of visioning: what will Grace
Lutheran Church of Hastings “look like” in five years? This
discussion is just starting up in Council and the committees.
God is continually renewing the Church – what does that
mean for the ministries we carry out? Will we have a
community garden? Will we return to going on mission trips,
whether in the U.S. or overseas? Will we become involved in
social justice activities? Our leadership is looking toward
setting solid goals in a five-year plan and then mapping out
how we get there, measuring our progress along the way.
All of us have a voice and a role in this effort. If you have an
idea for the direction of Grace’s ministries, please let a
Council member or committee chair know.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

5
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Tues

Stream worship only

31 Services

Stream worship only

24 Services:

Stream worship only

25
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

26
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Council Mtg 6 pm

19
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

27
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

20
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Capital Campaign
Team @ 6 pm

Noisy Offering

18
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

BOG @ 7 pm

Outreach 4:30

Stream worship only

17 Services

12
13
Pastor’s Conference in Pastor’s Office Hrs
AM
10 am—Noon

Epiphany

6
Pastor HAMA in am

Wed

11 Pastor Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Social Activities 6:00 Executive Mtg 6 pm

4
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Mon

10 Services

Stream worship only

3 Services:

Sun

JANUARY

28
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

21
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

14
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

7
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Thur

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30

23

16

9

2

Sat

Our Staff:

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Margaret Wood
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
On line:

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

www.grace-hastings.org

Treasurer: Vickey Argo

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 10AM - 2PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council
Members/Liaisons
George Lietz (Property)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Angela Pruitt (Youth & Family )
Bill Freedlund (Congregational
Care/ Small Groups)
Clyde Watson (Stewardship)
Deborah Wilke (Social Activities)

IN PERSON
WORSHIP
SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

Jamie Heise (Worship)

Grace Lutheran Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645

IN PERSON WORSHIP SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
On line worship www.grace-hastings.org

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

