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Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected
Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, as the baby Jesus. The
color of the season is blue (like the night sky), representing the
Christ who is called Dayspring (source of day).

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Prelude

Amazing Grace

Grace Notes

People Look East

Arr. Dale Wood

Welcome

Gathering Music

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Shepherds Candle
P Leap with love, flames of light,
C we begin another week of patient preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ.
A As candle flames bless us with brilliance on this winter tide,
C may our gift-giving be part of our preparation for God’s greatest gift, Emmanuel.
P Let each present we prepare to give be a sign of God’s gift of Life, Joy and Peace to our world.
C Let us wrap every Christmas gift with love, so that our gifts become Advent prayers,

awakening our hearts to the true mystery of Christmas.
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Advent Hymn

“As We Make our Advent Journey”

I
As we make our Advent journey,
let us walk as in the Lord.
Pilgrims with a holy calling
trav’ling, strengthened by God’s word,
toward the stable, toward the manger,
toward the gift of God made flesh.

tune ELW #269

II
In the desert, blooms and blossoms
mark the Way of Holiness.
As we travel with rejoicing
strengthen, ransomed, undistressed.
Now restored by water springing,
in the Lord, we new begin.

The RESPONSIVE LITANY of SEEKING
P With feeble hands and fearful hearts we come into your presence, O Lord, seeking

forgiveness.
C Like a parched desert we need your streams of joy.
A Come, Lord Jesus, into our desert world. Bring the joy and gladness of your forgiveness. Bring

the joy and gladness of your presence.
C Come to us, Jesus, and strengthen us to do your work.

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray, Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words

of your prophets
C that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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First Reading

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face hardship and
oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of
God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn.
L A reading from Isaiah:
1

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our
God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair
the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.
8

For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known
among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that
they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all
the nations.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 126
1

When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
then were we like | those who dream.
2
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great | things for them.”
3

The LORD has done great | things for us,
and we are | glad indeed.
4
Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD,
like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R
5

Those who | sowed with tears
will reap with | songs of joy.
6
Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,
will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R

3A-5

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, prayer, and
thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming.
L A reading from 1 Thessalonians:
16

Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets,
21
but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.
23

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is
faithful, and he will do this.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Stanza 1 & 2
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ELW 257

Gospel Reading

John 1:6-8, 19-28

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a witness to Jesus,
one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light.
19

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
21
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?”
He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ”
as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John
was baptizing.
24

P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Hymn of the Day

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

3A-8

ELW 249

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers
A God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our

prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
A God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of

proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay
leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship (the
congregation’s worship leaders may be named). Embed your word in their hearts. Guide the faith
of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth
and Craig, Assistants, David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Gethsemane Lutheran
Church, Wyoming, Maple Grove Brethren, Nashville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.
We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend

your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who rely
on the rhythms of nature to make their living. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care

for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of
righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Protect the lives of
those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon
and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart
(Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). We
lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who
have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of
Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their
recovery efforts. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and
weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who turn
to us in times of need, including Vickey Argo, Armstrong family, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick,
Penny Burdick, Joyce Domire, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Delmar
Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Larry Hansen, Lee Hoppe, Joe Longcor,, Larry Maupin, Carol Morgan,
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Ron Neil, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Traci
Wales, Kristi Winick and Eve Wright. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence

of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the
beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with
the oil of gladness. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C Amen.
Offering of Gifts and Music
Noisy Offering: We raise up praise and thanksgiving for the gifts offered in this bowl serving the needs of
Barry County Cares. The bowl is placed by the office this week to collect your coins.

Offertory

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

arr. Wilbur Held
Bob Oster, organ

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every

season.
C Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the

name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.

Amen

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes
Blessing
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

People, Look East

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

There Is a Balm

Grace Notes
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Who Are You?
John knows who he is. When the Pharisees’ messengers demand that John give his credentials, he
confidently responds that he is on a divinely appointed mission to witness to the light of Christ. He
references the Hebrew Scriptures, orienting himself within the wider story of God’s relationship
with Israel. John knows that his testimony is important.
It is notable that John also knows who he is not. In this conversation alone, he clarifies that he is
not the Messiah, nor a reincarnation of Elijah, nor a prophet. He emphasizes that he is not even
worthy to untie the sandals of the one who comes after him. In other words, John has the humility
to admit that he is not Jesus.
The gospel writer says that John “confessed” these declarations about who he was and who he was
not (John 1:20). This means that he freely gave public testimony, going “on the record,” so to speak.
Today, many Lutheran churches include a rite of communal confession during Sunday worship.
When we confess together, we publicly declare who we are not by naming our captivity to sin. We
are not God. We have not loved God wholeheartedly and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Yet, confession also reminds us who we are. We are children of God. In the words of absolution,
we hear the truth that we are completely forgiven by God, we are made alive in Christ, and we are
strengthened with the power of the Holy Spirit (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pp. 95–96).
The practice of repentance is a return to our baptismal vocation. We declare not only who we are
but whose we are. We belong to God, who renews us to live in service of the gospel. Like John, we
are witnesses to the light of Christ, and we are called to reflect that light as it shines in our lives
and in our world.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Bells – Leona Frost, Joan Heffelbower, Sam McClive, Anita Shaw
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Stewardship Information
Views: 222

Weekly Giving: $4,925.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday virtual
worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We invite you to also for Advent virtual Worship on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning on December 2, 2020, which will also be found on the Grace
website. We hope that you are being blessed by our worship of God each week. The council will
vote at a future date to reimplement onsite worship.
COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS is available thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not
available) from Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo. Please call the church office (269.945.9414) or
Pastor Ken directly to set up a time.
Adult Forum continues a study on the book of Acts Sundays at 10:00 am. Since there are fewer
than 10 people who attend, we will continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless. We
are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your clean plastic
shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.
Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Mask Chains Take time to look at the chain necklaces that Erin Everly is making! The proceeds
will go toward the parking lot project. Chains will be available and displayed on the Coffee Bar
from November 29 — December 20 and will sell for $8.00 each. They are colorfully beaded chains
that will clamp on to your face mask to be used as you would for eyeglasses. They can also double
as necklaces when we are done with our “mask era”.
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The Advent devotional PRAYING THE JESSE TREE is available on the table in the Gathering
Area. Compliments of the Outreach Committee.

Advent Worship
Join us this Wednesday night at 7:00 pm for our online stream of our beloved:

Holden Evening Prayer
Each week we share in scripture and song the message of salvation. There
is a short message and a presentation of special music. The Worship
Committee hopes you can join us.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger community
safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are not part of your
household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Join us for our virtual Christmas Eve Worship Service at 7:00 pm on Thursday

Lessons and Carols
Join us for our virtual Lessons and Carols Worship Service Sunday, December 27, 2020
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Food Baskets
Items and amounts needed:
Kid friendly Breakfast cereal
Canned beans
Toilet paper (6 roll pack)
Laundry soap
Shampoo and Conditioner (Adult)
Shampoo and conditioner (child)

5 boxes
6 cans
4 packs
5 jugs
5 sets
5 sets

3A-17

