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Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the
expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, as the
baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue (like the night
sky), representing the Christ who is called Dayspring
(source of day).
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Welcome/Worship Instructions
Gathering Music

Ave Maria

Bach-Gounod
Arr. M. Powell Setchell
Marcia Bowman, piano; Cindy Olson, organ

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Angels’ Candle
P Wrapped in Winter’s darkness, many circles of Christmas lights point the way to the

birthplace of Emmanuel.
C Those circles of light that shine everywhere are holy symbols of unity more brilliant
than any galaxy.
A For when we are one with each other,
C then Emmanuel is among us.
A Let us treasure beyond all gifts and all riches the sacred circle of unity that is always the mystic

manger for the birth of God-among-us.
C In the busy days of Christmas, let us not break the circle of communion that was Jesus’

great wish for us disciples.

The HYMN of PRAISE

Creator of Stars of Night

tune ELW 289

Cre-a-tor of Stars of night.
When this world drew on toward night,
You’re the people’s lasting light.
You came without flashing light.
Christ, redeemer of us all.
Not as monarch, but as Child.
We pray you will hear us all. (refrain)
Mary mother meek and mild. (refrain)
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.
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The RESPONSIVE LITANY of PRAISE
P Sing to the Lord a new song.
C Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
A Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name.
C Proclaim the Good News of God’s salvation from day to day.
P Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving,
C and raise a loud shout with psalms.
A For the Lord is a great God,
C and a great king above all gods.
P Declare God’s glory among the nations,
C and God’s wonders among all people.
A Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands.
C Lift up your voice, rejoice and sing.
P Sing to the Lord a new song,
C for God has done marvelous things.

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray, Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might,
Free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen
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First Reading

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty)
forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people
of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed.
L A reading from 2 Samuel:
1

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the
ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the
LORD is with you.”
4

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus
says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a
tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say
to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of
the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you
a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall
be established forever.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55
46b
My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47
my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49

you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50
You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation. R
51

You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52
casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53

You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55

the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R
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Second Reading

Romans 16:25-27

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel
of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations.
L A reading from Romans:
25

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Stanza 1 & 2
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ELW 257

Gospel Reading

Luke 1:26-38

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little known
places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights
the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
34
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
37
For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Hymn of the Day

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

4A-8

ELW 265

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
A God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our
prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
A Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our neighbors

of other denominations and inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and
strengthen us in love and service to our community. Guide the faith of our bishops and
congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Sudanese Christ Lutheran
Church/ Wyoming, McCallum United Brethren, Delton; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.
We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect

the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us humility as we tend
them. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
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A Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all

nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership,
to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Protect the lives of those who serve in the
military, including Zack Green (Mikolajczyks), Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley (Burdicks), Brandon
and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and
Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A

Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of
healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence including, Vickey Argo, Armstrong
family, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Joyce Domire, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek,
Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Larry Hansen, Joe Longcor, Larry
Maupin, Carol Morgan, Ron Neil, Vicky Saucier, Emily and baby Levi Schneider, Mike Shoemaker,
Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Traci Wales, Kristi Winick and Eve Wright. We
lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty.

Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates,
community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need.
We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the silence

of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for

the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed,
encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female
leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C Amen.
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Offering of Gifts and Music
Offertory

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

arr. Phillip Keveren
15th century German carol

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every

season.
C Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen
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Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
Mission Minutes
Blessing
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with love,

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

Let All Things Now Living

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Called into the Future
In Luke’s first words about Mary, she sounds unflappable. In most scripture stories, a visit from an
angel provokes terror, but when the angel Gabriel appears to Mary, she isn’t scared. She’s curious.
Even when the angel delivers the astonishing news that she will become pregnant with the Son of
the Most High God whose glorious kingdom will never end, her response is a simple question:
“How can this be?” (Luke 1:34).
The angel reminds her that God’s powerful Spirit works in mysterious ways. Anything is possible
with God! That’s all the explanation Mary needs. “Here I am,” she declares. She is God’s servant,
and she is up for the task. What courage it must have taken to say yes! Parenthood is demanding to
begin with. Giving birth to the King of kings must have come with its own unique set of challenges.
This moment will change the course of her life.
Mary found strength in the knowledge that she was not alone. The first thing the angel said to her
was: “The Lord is with you” (Luke 1:28). Mary knew that she was held in God’s presence even
before she understood what lay ahead of her. She was “favored” by God, seen and known and
loved. Whatever future she was called into, she could trust the one who led her. That faith is the
foundation for Mary’s “Yes.”
Like Mary, we, too, are servants of the Most High God, who calls us into “ventures of which we
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, pp. 304, 317). Even when we don’t feel quite as composed as Mary, we can trust in the
same promise she did: we are loved by the God who makes impossible things possible and goes
with us into whatever our futures hold.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Linda Melcher
Cantor – Vickey Argo
Musicians – Marcia Bowman, Chris Bush, Dave Carr, Kim Domke, Beth Lepak, Carla Neil,
Cindy Olson, Bob Oster, Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck and Laura Scheck
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Stewardship Information
Views: 221

Weekly Giving: $6,006.16

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday virtual
worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We invite you for our last Advent virtual Worship this
Wednesday at 7:00 pm December 23, 2020, which will also be found on the Grace website. We
hope that you are being blessed by our worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future
date to reimplement onsite worship.
COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS is available thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not
available) from Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo. Please call the church office (269.945.9414) or
Pastor Ken directly to set up a time.
Adult Forum continues a study on the book of Acts Sundays at 10:00 am. Since there are fewer
than 10 people who attend, we will continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless. We
are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your clean plastic
shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.
Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger community
safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are not part of your
household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Join us for our virtual Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm on Thursday
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Lessons and Carols
Join us for our virtual Lessons and Carols Worship Service a week from today.

Thank you to all who donated food for the Christmas Baskets going
out to needy families this year. With your help, we were able to fully
cover baskets for the five listed families. Our Thrivent money that
was reserved for the baskets, was then used to provide a full basket
for one additional family!
The grace of God shows
in our church family
and your willingness to help others
less fortunate!
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