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Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the
expected Messiah, who came in an unexpected way, as
the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue (like the
night sky), representing the Christ who is called
Dayspring (source of day).

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Welcome/Worship Instructions
Gathering Music

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

arrangement by Mark Haynes

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Bethlehem Candle
P With joyful hearts filled with hope,
C we delight as the circle of light grows wider in the darkness of winter.

A In this season when we decorate our towns and homes with lights and color,
C may we also be busy decorating our hearts as well.

P Let us deck the halls of our hearts with deeds of compassion for the poor, with acts of love and

service to one another, and with kindness to our friends and strangers.
C Let the preparation and decoration of our hearts rival the joyous beauty of our homes
and cities.
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Advent Hymn

The Advent of our God
I

tune ELW 279
II

The advent of our God we seek,
The coming of our Lord.
We seek the Lord of Grace who saves:
the Savior - loved - adored.
We pray for Jesus’ coming
into our world of sin.
We hope for life, we pray for Christ,
our God, who dwells within.

All glory be to Christ, the Son
who died upon the tree.
All praise to God the One who makes,
creates and made us free.
Sing to the Holy Spirit
who moves among us still.
We hope for life, we pray for Christ,
our Lord Emmanuel.

The RESPONSIVE LITANY of SEEKING
P What do you seek?
C We look for God’s presence.
A Where do you seek the coming of God?
C We look for God’s presence here in this place.
P We come seeking the Lord of grace.
A We look for God’s gift of love.

Prayer of the Day
A Let us pray, Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
C By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen
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First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. God
will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because
the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.
L A reading from Isaiah:
1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double
for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
3

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is
like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities
of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
6

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
1

You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
2
You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.
8
I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land. R
10

Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12
The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R
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Second Reading

2 Peter 3:8-15a

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that
could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised
coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
L A reading from 2 Peter:
8

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of
the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
11

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire?
13
But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home.
14

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace,
without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Stanza 1 & 2

2A-6

ELW 257

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:1-8

The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
P
C

The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’ ”

4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy
to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
.

Message
Silence for reflection
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Hymn of the Day

Comfort, Comfort, Now My People
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
A God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. Hear
our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
A Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support

us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission. Guide the
faith of our bishops and congregations and all the servants of your church, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne; our synod companion churches, Christ
Lutheran Church/ Wyoming, Lifegate Community Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and
Pastor Ken. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face of

creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and
restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your praise. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
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A Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from discrimination,

judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray especially for peace in our
land. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down
from above. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil
(Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and
Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia
Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities between

your people. Sustain and support people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany
disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity
in our midst. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and congregation

who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are
lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, and gather all people in your healing
embrace. including, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Delmar Hansen, Jerry Hansen,
Larry Hansen, Lee Hoppe, Joe Longcor, Carol Morgan, Ron Neil, Corrina Palmer, Vicky Saucier,
Mike Shoemaker, Michael Stifler, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Traci Wales,
Kristi Winick and Eve Wright. We lift our hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
A

Be attentive, gracious God, to the individual petitions we lift to you in loud voice or in the
silence of our hearts.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and

taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an example for all. We lift our
hearts to you,
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C Amen.
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Offering of Gifts and Music

Offertory

Pavanne

He Came Down

Peter Warlock
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Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season.
P Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the
name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. Amen

Sharing the Peace of God
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
Mission Minutes
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Blessing
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
C Amen.

Sending Song

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Pointing to Christ
Mark’s gospel opens with fanfare: a herald announcing the good news that the Lord is on
the way! It’s time to prepare for the Savior! The role model for this process of preparation
is an unusual character. He lives in the wild, wears animal skins, and eats insects. Because
of his extreme lifestyle, John the Baptist is often portrayed as a madman living on the
fringes of society.
Yet, the text makes clear that John was a respected faith leader. People from all over the
region were coming to him to be baptized. In John’s context, living in the desert and eating
a foraged diet were signs of spiritual commitment, not lunacy. We might imagine John as
a precursor to the Christian desert mothers and fathers who came after him, wise teachers
who lived in voluntary isolation. People made a point to come hear what these teachers had
to say.
John used his influence to point to Jesus. Although he had a popular ministry of his own,
John understood that his call to prepare the way for Jesus involved humility and service.
He told others he wasn’t even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals, a sentiment that was meant
to elevate Jesus, not to demean John. He wanted to communicate how transformative Jesus’
ministry would be. “I have baptized with water,” John proclaimed, “but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit” (Mark 1:8).
As we declare in our baptismal rite, that same Holy Spirit calls us into baptism and seals
us with the mark of Christ forever. We, like John, are called to humble service for the sake
of God’s mission in the world, to use our unique gifts and vocations to point to Jesus. We
become messengers proclaiming the good news: God has come to dwell with us.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Assisting Minister – Ethan Scheck
Lector – Anna Scheck
Cantor – Ken Scheck
Musicians – Chris Bush, Dave Carr, Kim Domke, Beth Lepak, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson,
Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck and Laura Scheck
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Stewardship Information
Attendance: N/A

Views: 198

Weekly Giving: $4,345.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday virtual
worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We invite you to also for Advent virtual Worship on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm beginning on December 2, 2020, which will also be found on the Grace
website. We hope that you are being blessed by our worship of God each week. The council will
vote at a future date to reimplement onsite worship.
COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS is available thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not
available) from Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo. Please call the church office (269.945.9414) or
Pastor Ken directly to set up a time.
Adult Forum continues a study on the book of Acts Sundays at 10:00 am. Since there are fewer
than 10 people who attend, we will continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless. We
are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your clean plastic
shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.
Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Mask Chains Take time to look at the chain necklaces that Erin Everly is making! The proceeds
will go toward the parking lot project. Chains will be available and displayed on the Coffee Bar
from November 29 — December 20 and will sell for $8.00 each. They are colorfully beaded chains
that will clamp on to your face mask to be used as you would for eyeglasses. They can also double
as necklaces when we are done with our “mask era”.

2A-14

The Advent devotional PRAYING THE JESSE TREE is available on the table in the Gathering
Area. Compliments of the Outreach Committee.

Advent Worship
Join us this Wednesday night at 7:00 pm for our online stream of our beloved:

Holden Evening Prayer
Each week we share in scripture and song the message of salvation. There
is a short message and a presentation of special music. The Worship
Committee hopes you can join us.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger community
safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are not part of your
household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

2021 God’s Creation calendar is once again available for $5.00 each. Please pay in the
office or place $5.00 in an envelope and place it in the offering plate with your name and
CALENDAR on it.

Children’s Gifts
As was done last year, a gift tag board will be set up in the narthex with family’s number, children’s
ages, suggested toys and clothing sizes, etc. Be sure to write y our name on the board by the
child/children you are planning to help.
Refer to the list provided on the back of this page and either call the church office to have your
name added to the gift donation board or call Mike Kemper (269 569-1484) who will take care of
your sign up.
Gifts may be dropped off in the same Sunday School room where grocery donations are being
collected. Wrap the gift. Place a sticky note with the child’s information printed on it (i.e. family
no., child’s gender and age)
Leave in collection room. Bring to church by Wed. Dec. 16th.
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Food Baskets
Items and amounts needed:
Ham (2-4 lbs) family of 2-4
Ham (5-6 lbs) family of 5-6
Kid friendly Breakfast cereal
Canned beans
Cake mix and frosting
Applesauce (family size)
Toilet paper (6 roll pack)
Laundry soap
Shampoo and Conditioner (Adult)
Shampoo and conditioner (child)
5 sets

2
2
5 boxes
6 cans
5 sets
5 jars
4 packs
6 jugs
5 sets
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