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Baptism of Our Lord 
January 10, 2021 

 

The season of Epiphany begins January 6th (the 12th day after Christmas) and marks the revelation 

of the baby Jesus as the Son of God.  The Epiphany season, therefore, celebrates the spread of the 

Good News from its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth.  The color is green, 

for growth, as Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world. 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus Christ and realize that 

God invites us to know the great love and forgiveness each of us receives by grace.  We are to be 

witnesses to this acceptance of God for all people to those who seem to be in the dark.  We are 

claimed children of God, who are given new life freely.   

 

 

Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Music   Come, Thou Fount          Arr. Kim Domke 

             By Leona Frost & Kim Domke 

 

 

Greeting 

P   The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all. 

C     And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn  When Jesus Came to Jordan                ELW 305 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

A    Let us pray…. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 

waters.  

C    Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading         Genesis 1:1-5 

 

L A reading from Genesis. 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good 

news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God 

created and continues to create new life. 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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R = Refrain 

 

 

Psalm 29 

 
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

  2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

   worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

  
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

  4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

   the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

  
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

  6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

   and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

  
7The voice | of the LORD 

bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

  8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

   the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

  
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

  10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

   the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

  
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 
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Second Reading         Act 19:1-7 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of 

the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them 

and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

 
L A reading from Acts. 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then 

he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, 

“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 

come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation        O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  ELW 308 
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Gospel Reading                   Mark 1:4-11 

 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is 

himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

 
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 

were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now 

John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.” 

 
P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
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Song of the Day          Spirit of Gentleness    ELW 396 
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Apostles Creed 

 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers 
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Radiant God. The people will speak, Let your light shine 

upon us…. as the prayer response. 

A    Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 

and all people in need. 

           A brief silence 
 

A    For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim 

the forgiveness of sins.  Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops 

Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Grace Lutheran 

Church, Alpena; Wesleyan Journey Church, Middleville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor 

Ken.  Radiant God, 

C     Let your light shine upon us. 
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A   For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 

goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards who care for all that God has 

made. Radiant God, 

C     Let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 

peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely.  Protect the 

lives of those who serve in the military, including:  Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and 

Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia 

(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill 

(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads).  Radiant God, 

C     Let your light shine upon us. 

 

A  For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them 

mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that God 

shower compassion, including Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, 

Joyce Domire, Mike Fruth,  Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Jerry 

Hansen, Larry Hansen, Joe Longcor, Carol Morgan Family, Ron Neil, Vicky Saucier, Mike 

Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  

Radiant God, 

C     Let your light shine upon us. 
 

 

A  For the congregation gathered virtually, for students returning to school, for those seeking 

renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace.  (You may 

share your prayers at this time) 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

A  In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness 

inspire us in our baptismal vocations.  Radiant God, 

C     Let your light shine upon us. 
 

P  Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 

dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

C Amen. 
 

 
Offering of Gifts and Music        Isn’t He Beautiful   by John Wimber, arr. Kim Domke                            

                                                                                                                                        Kim Domke, Bell Tree  
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Offering Song                     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                 ELW 836 
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Offering Prayer 

 

A   Let us pray . . . Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to 

the earth. 

C  Nourish us with your Word, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your 

peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Sharing the Peace 

 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you.  (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

Mission Minutes 
 

 

 
 

 

Blessing 

 

P   The God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who 

strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The blessing of the holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song    Wade in the Water        ELW 459 

 
 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace.  Be light for the world. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude    Shepherd Boy               by Grenville Dean Wilson 

                                                                                                                                             Chris Bush, piano 
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A Hitch in the Story 

Was it wildfire nerve? Unchecked audacity? Holy purpose? The hammering of parents’ 

expectations? Maybe the privilege of being kin to Jesus? Or was it eccentricity as peculiar as his 

diet and wardrobe? What desire drove John to the wilderness, into the water of the Jordan? What 

ignited his fiery proclamation of repentance and forgiveness? What current pulled crowds from city 

and country into the water? 

One can say, rightly, that it was ordained by God, compelled by the Holy Spirit, predicted by an 

angel. Yet there is a hitch in the story. Four easily missed but utterly important words gum up the 

works of any timid or tidy explanations: “I am not worthy” (Mark 1:7). 

Something in John’s four words opens the baptismal story to torrents of wonder, floods of hope, 

drenching relief and recovery. 

For some years the two friends had been together through what we often call the thick and the thin. 

They knew this and that, bits and pieces, the here and there of one another’s lives. And not only the 

trivial. They probed each other’s shadowed corridors and crumbling edges. Still, there were secrets, 

withholdings. One day, for reasons wrapped with nothing but the ragged swaddling of 

unaccountable grace, one said to the other, “It has been such a long, lonely journey, carrying a 

suitcase filled with secrets, the shames and deceptions I’ve folded and packed.” Then he began to 

tell. To confess. A repenting, a turning. His friend’s eyes filled with tears that watered his cheeks 

and dripped into his lap. All he could say through the flood was, “I love you all the more.” 

Born literally of grace, breaking the dam of John’s four words, “I am not worthy,” is one stronger 

word, the word of the more powerful one: forgiveness. To John and to us who say, “I am not 

worthy,” Jesus answers, “Yes, yes, yes, you are.” 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Website: www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Phone: (269) 945-9414 

            (269) 945-2645 

 

Pastor Ken Scheck II 

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music  

January 10, 2021 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Views: 214         Weekly Giving:  $4,161.16      Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 
 

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the 

fellowship hall.  Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will 

be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”.  Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey 

Argo for the donation.  Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact 

the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day. 

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am.  We will 

continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.  

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the 

homeless.  We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please 

place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet 

near the entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask.  To help keep the larger 

community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who 

are not part of your household.  Thank you for loving your neighbor. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship.  Please join us for Sunday 

virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org.  We hope that you are being blessed by our 

worship of God each week.  The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite 

worship. 

 

 

Assisting Minister – Traci Wales    

Lector –  Ethan Scheck 

Cantor – Anna Scheck 

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan 

Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kristi Winick,  Handbells, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Anna 

Scheck & Anita Shaw 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  
 

 

 

 

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Giving Tree 
 

 
The giving tree will be up until January 15, 2021.  Thank you for your support of this 

wonderful ministry, as Hastings Area Schools returns to in person classes on January 6. 

 

Food Pantry 
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele.  As many jobs  have  been  lost  

because  of  the  new  restrictions  but  in  place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes 

there will be another rise in traffic to the pantry.  Needs are: 
  

Prayer 

Chunky & Progressive Soups 

Saltine Crackers 

Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice 

Cakes and Frosting 

Brownies 

Cans of Pineapple 
  

Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to   read  through  the  

entire  New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James 

to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were 

composed  before  the  Gospels  were  written.  There is an insert provided in January’s 

GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide. 
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THE 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES HAVE ARRIVED 

AND ARE IN YOUR  MAILBOXES HERE AT CHURCH. 

 

 

 

 

The Refreshing water of God! 
 


