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Third Sunday after Epiphany
January 24, 2021
The season of Epiphany celebrates the spread of the Good News that God has come to earth from
its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth. The color is green, for growth, as
Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Jesus calls the disciples to follow, and we are called to realize that
we too are called to follow in the ways of expressing God’s love and acceptance. Many realize
God’s grace, just like Jonah, and are challenged to share complete acceptance to all people, just as
God is willing to accept people of all varieties.

Announcements
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

We Are Called

arr. Mark Hayes
Cindy Olson, piano

Greeting
P
The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all.
C And also with you.

3E-2

Gathering Hymn

We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

L A reading from Jonah.
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: Nineveh
will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story
is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk
across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a
fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.
1

10

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 62:5-12
5

For God alone I | wait in silence;
truly, my hope | is in God.
6
God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
7

In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
8
Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R
9

Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it.
11

God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it,
that power be- | longs to God.
12
Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord,
for you repay all according | to their deeds. R
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Second Reading

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want Christians
to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
L A reading from 1 Corinthians.
29

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have
wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no
possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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Gospel Reading

Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good
news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
16

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish
for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther,
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
20
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and
followed him.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

You Have Come Down from the Lakeshore
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Radiant God. The people will speak, Let your light shine
upon us…. as the prayer response.
A

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence

A

C

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses,
and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love.
Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig,
Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion St Paul Lutheran Church, Au Gres;
Most Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Middleville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.
Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
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A

C
A

C
A

C

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the wellbeing of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth.
Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God
inspire all people in the just use of wealth. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military,
including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and
Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller
(McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and
Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief , that in
the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, especially Vickey Argo, Walter
Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, Myrina Crawford (healthy
pregnancy), Irene Corr family, Joyce Domire, Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy), Erin
Everly, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Jerry Hansen,
Larry Hansen, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan,
George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.

A For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that

meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A
C
P

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living,
that they point us to salvation through Christ. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Praises

arr. Barbara Broker and Rob Pearson
Kim Domke, Handbell Tree

3E-11

Offering Song

Be Thou My Vision

ELW 793

Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray . . . O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child,
with arms open wide.
C Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you. (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing
P The God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who

strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of the holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

We Are Called

ELW 720

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Be light for the world.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Panis Angelicus

Cesar Franck
Chris Bush, piano
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In the Nets of the Kingdom
Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from Michigan to Wisconsin. Bruce
had sent her the ticket. The two met at a church youth convention; now she was going to be his
high school prom date. Here’s how it happened: At the youth gathering, during each morning’s
worship, the two held the same green hymn book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting crosslegged in a circle on the floor, she read compellingly from her red leatherette Bible. For evening
reflections, the prayers she pulled from her blue plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce
was bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket. When Jan stepped off the bus, she shimmered,
telling him how from seat to seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting fourteen converts
on a colorful missionary journey.
As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind of fishing for people Jesus
was after when he passed along the Sea of Galilee, calling oily fishermen to “follow me.” What
shook Simon and Andrew, James and John, and countless women and men throughout the ages
to—immediately, impulsively—give up their nets, quit mending, abandon boats, and leave families
and homes?
Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a way of living, a manner of
seeing, and a risk of not knowing but earnestly believing that when he asks us to step up, something
more meaningful than all we have awaits us.
Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in which we are constantly casting
nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an epiphany. It is an invitation, not
to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined
and abandoned, scared and starving, to show compassion to the mean and unloving, and to embrace
the great, greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
January 24, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views: 212
Weekly Giving: $1,505.00 Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the
fellowship hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will
be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey
Argo for the donation. Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact
the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.
Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to read through the
entire New Testament in Chronological Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James
to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert provided in January’s
GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
THE 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
AND IN YOUR MAILBOXES AT CHURCH.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the
homeless. We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please
place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet
near the entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday
virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our
worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite
worship.
Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck
Lector – Carol Vos
Cantor – Jack Vos
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan
Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kate Watson, Kristi Winick, Handbells Kim Domke
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many jobs have been lost
because of the new restrictions but in place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes
there will be another rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple

When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who
are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

Thanks Cheryl!
We thank Cheryl Heckman for the new altar,
lector & cross decor. Cheryl knows Pastor Ken
from his days as Pastor at Zion Lutheran Church,
Canton, Ohio.

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and
one female adult voting members to attend this
virtual assembly. If interested, please contact
Pastor Ken.
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Look for ashes and a letter explaining how to use the ashes you receive.
Ash Wednesday is February 17, 2021. The worship will be an online
service.

You are invited to share a little love with our homebound
members. Join us on Sunday, February 7 at 1:00 pm, as we
travel to our homebound members homes. Our snow date is
Saturday, Febraury 13 at 1:00 pm.
Mission Endowment Fund
As you may remember, Grace has a Mission Endowment Fund. Money was placed in this
fund, so that the interest can be used for mission work such Family Promise, sending youth
to the National Youth Gathering and other missions. Please submit any mission proposal
by February 9th, 6 pm to Margaret Wood’s church mailbox.

The Outreach Committee
invites you to pick up
this year’s Lenten Devotional.
We will journey to the places
where Jesus suffered, died,
and rose for our salvation.
You will see that every place
Jesus goes along his path
to the cross hints at his
ultimate mission to take our
place for our redemption so
that we might have a place
in heaven with him forever.
Let us thank God for the
gift of salvation.
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Piano & Heating
Perhaps
you
have
heard our piano. Most
people enjoy it. Maybe
you have felt the heat
when you come in the
building. Each of these
items have needed
repair. The total for both
repair on the heat and
piano is just over
$3,000.00. If you would
like to contribute toward
these repairs, please
write in the memo line of
the check “repairs”.

Treasurer
Grace Lutheran Church is seeking a member to be the Treasurer for the
church. For a variety of reasons Vickey Argo needed to step down from this
ministry opportunity. We are thankful that she continues to serve on
council. If you are interested in this position, please contact the church office
at 269-945-9414.

Barry Eaton District Health Department vaccine sign-up information
can be found at:
www.barryeatonhealth.org (Click on “this form” at top of page, in orange
section)
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Jesus invites us to follow.
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