FEBRUARY 2021
GraceGram
Year End Statements included with this GraceGram

MAILBOX AT CHURCH!

OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE NOW IN YOUR

Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .

Deadline for the
March GraceGram is
February 17, 2021.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Come share love with our homebound members. Details can be
found on page 2 of this GraceGram.

Our worship service will be an
online experience this year.
Look for your ashes in the
mail.

We thank Cheryl Heckman for
the new altar, lector & cross
decor. Cheryl knows Pastor Ken
from his days as Pastor at Zion
Lutheran Church, Canton, Ohio.
Thanks Cheryl!

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Mission Endowment Fund
As you may remember, Grace has a Mission Endowment Fund. Money was placed in this fund, so
that the interest can be used for mission work such Family Promise, sending youth to the National
Youth Gathering and other missions. Please submit any mission proposal by February 9th, 6 pm to
Margaret Wood’s church mailbox.
We would like to thank everyone who has thoughtfully
donated plastic shopping bags to our mission of making
sleeping mats for the homeless. The picture
to the right is a mat made by Deborah
Wilke.
It takes about 500-700 bags to make each
mat. Please keep those bags coming until
further notice. A "plastic bags" collection is
located in the coat room.

Thank you!
Thank you for your generous support to Grace
Lutheran Church during these days of the
pandemic.
We are a blessed Church and we are thankful
for your faithful support.
Yours truly, Clyde Watson
Stewardship Chair

HOMEBOUND VISITS
You are invited to join the Social Activities Committee on Sunday,
February 7th in visiting our homebound members (nursing home, etc.).
We will meet at the church, and plan on leaving at 1pm. These will be
outdoor visits, so dress warmly. We will all wear masks and practice
social distancing. Contact Deborah Wilke at 269-953-8216 if you have
any questions.
(Snow date is set for Saturday, February 13 at 1 pm.)
Let's go have some fun!

The Outreach Committee
invites you to pick up
this year’s Lenten Devotional.
We will journey to the places
where Jesus suffered, died,
and rose for our salvation.
You will see that every place
Jesus goes along his path
to the cross hints at his
ultimate mission to take our
place for our redemption so
that we might have a place
in heaven with him forever.
Let us thank God for the
gift of salvation.

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and
one female adult voting members to attend this
virtual assembly. If interested, please contact
Pastor Ken.

Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano. Most people
enjoy it. Maybe you have felt the heat when you
come in the building. Each of these items have
needed repair. The total for both repair on the heat
and piano is just over $3,000.00. If you would like
to contribute toward these repairs, please write in
the memo line of the check repairs.
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“We make a living by what we get,
but we make a life by what we give.”
Winston Churchill

Tina Horrigan of Barry County
Cares sent us a thank you for your
support in 2020:
“In 2020, Barry County Cares provided direct
services to nearly 5,000 individuals. One
thousand of those received food from the five
food pantries our office vets services for.
Other assistance needs included personal
hygiene/household cleaning items, infant
needs, Christmas time family adoptions,
monetary help, transportation issues, and
many other needs.

NEW TO BARRY COUNTY CARES
A new community service we’re part of is opening a free clothing
store in the Hastings area. Items at this time are limited to winter
outdoor wear. More details can be found by calling our office or
going to The Rack
on Facebook.”

President’s Ponderings – Chris Bush
I think most of us are uncomfortable with total darkness, how it
can press upon us and feel threatening. When I was touring
Mammoth Caves in Kentucky some years back, the guide had us
turn off our flashlights and be quiet. The pitch black and dead
silence enveloped me like a cloak. I could not imagine the utter
despair of being in a cave and suddenly losing my light.
Even though I know the layout of my house, I still use
nightlights. A nightlight gives me a sense of my surroundings if
a noise wakes me. It provides enough light for moving around when nature calls in the middle of the
night, whether it’s the dog needing to go out or one of us needing to go down the hall. It helps when we have the
windows open overnight during the summer and a storm swoops in, making it necessary to batten down the
hatches without lighting up the whole house.
During our dark times – whether they be physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual – God’s light provides a focal
point of hope. Sometimes that light is only a glimmer, but it’s something to reach for. Sometimes it is a dazzling
brilliance, like floodlights, vanquishing the shadows where we could otherwise stumble. The light might be
knowing you are being prayed for, someone sending you a card or giving you a call, finding the right medication to
fight mental or physical illness, or hearing a song that makes your heart swell. We can all shine God’s light,
whether as nightlights or floodlights, to show God’s love. Let your light so shine.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Our Staff:

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Margaret Wood
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
On line:

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

www.grace-hastings.org

Treasurer: Vacant

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 10AM - 2PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council
Members/Liaisons
Vickey Argo (Congregational
Care)
Doug Neeb (Property)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Angela Pruitt (Youth & Family )
Bill Freedlund (Small Groups)
Clyde Watson (Stewardship)

IN PERSON
WORSHIP
SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

Deborah Wilke (Social Activities)

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

Jamie Heise (Worship)

Grace Lutheran Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE
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Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645

IN PERSON WORSHIP SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
On line worship www.grace-hastings.org

Unity
Jesus prays, “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we
are one.” John 17:20-22
Monday, January 18, marked the beginning of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. As Jesus prays
for unity among the followers in John 17, so we pray for unity among those around the world who
follow Jesus, as we also pray for unity in our nation.
These are difficult and divisive times, and many folks are experiencing division and disunity with
family members and among longtime friends. Our local schools, congregations, and state and local
governments are experiencing conflict and strife. National anxiety is high even though we
inaugurated a new President of the United States on Wednesday, January 20 with no real problems.
So where do we begin? We begin where Jesus begins, with a prayer for unity and peace. Pray for the
unity that only God can bring in your personal daily devotions. Pray as a family that God will bring
healing to those who live in discord. Pray together as a congregation, by holding one another up in
prayer. I know several people and situations that need our prayer. A friend of
mine held a virtual 12-hour prayer vigil on Tuesday, January 19, in fact I
participated in part of it.
As Jesus prayed a prayer of unity for the followers, so might we pray for
that same gift of unity in our families, congregation, communities, nation,
and world. We are confident that Almighty God hears our many prayers and
will lead us to that place of selfless love and sacred accord that is given so
freely by our loving God.
Praying with you, Pastor Ken +

Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As
many jobs have been lost because of the continued restrictions put
in place with COVID19, the food pantry has seen a rise in traffic
to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple

Called to the Church

Triumphant
Our friend in Christ
Irene Corr
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Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:
Vivian Allerding
Donna Buehl
Ilene Hilson
Wes Gillons
Opal Gillons

Military:
Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings
Thornapple Cottages Rm 703
Thornapple Manor, Rm #105
Thornapple Cottages Rm 700
Thornapple Manor Rehab

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Doris Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890
Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings

Don Granzow
Lois VonSeggern

3313 Parchmount Ave
Kalamazoo MI 49004

BIRTHDAYS
Tori Schoessel

02/10

Jack Vos

02/14

Liz Markwart

02/15

Mattea Markwart

02/15

Don Granzow

02/15

Teresa Burdick

02/16

Steve Rider

02/16

Nyla Rounds

02/16

Joe Longcor

02/19

Lorraine Freedlund

02/22

Gale Morway

02/27

Kate Watson

02/28

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks (Air Force)
Carlos Garcia (Guam)
Alexis Garcia
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford (Alaska)
Cody Crawford (Alaska)
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Cindy and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)
Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)

Prayers for a
healthy pregnancy
for Allison (Luke)
Domke and Myrina
(Cody) Crawford

ANNIVERSARIES
Matt and Sandra Mikolajczyk
Frank and Ann Bolton
Mary and Ron Dawson

02/20
02/28
02/29
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Adult, Child, and Infant CPR & First Aid
Course offered to all…Come Learn to Save a Life!
American Red Cross Adult, Child, and Infant CPR/AED and Standard First Aid course to be held at
Grace Lutheran Church. This course meets State of Michigan requirements for childcare providers and
workplace OSHA requirements. Blood-borne Pathogens available upon request.
Date: Fri., February 26 and Sat., Feb 27, 2021

Sunday, Feb. 28 FREE AED awareness class

Times: Fri. 4:30 - 9:00pm CPR/AED portion &
Saturday 8:30-1:00 is the First Aid portion
Challenge participants need to call instructor to set up time.
SUNDAY FREE AED awareness class is from 12:15-2pm

To register or for more information: call ARC certified instructor, Kim Domke, at 269-908-0024

And while He was praying,
the appearance of His face
became different, and His
clothing became white and
gleaming.
Luke 9:29

Looking for volunteers to recite
the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’
Creed. These will be used for
online worship. Please contact
Pastor Ken to be taped or submit
it to the him through e-mail.

THANK YOU!
I wanted to thank everyone for the
generous Christmas gifts I received
from the congregation. Your love
and support are a true gift to me.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Ken +

I have decided to stick with love, hate is too great a burden to bear.
That old law about ‘an eye for an eye’ leaves everyone blind.

Love is the only force capable of transforming
an enemy into a friend. Martin Luther King Jr..

Kim Domke will be the host of Grace Café Zoom
Date: Sunday, February 21, 2021
Time: 9:30am
Place: By your home computer
Drinks: B.Y.O. coffee (and goodies?)
Pretend you're at Grace with your church family.
We pray we'll all be together again soon.
Here is the link
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74415245717?pwd=UWxZcTZla0dpaTAzLzZVSkVJamxwQT09
Meeting ID: 744 1524 5717
Passcode: hY5exj
Or if you prefer, email Kim by Feb. 20, and she will send the link to your email.

24
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Stream worship only

Second Sunday of
Lent

28 Services:

GRACE CAFÉ ZOOM
9:30 am

Music lesson 1-2 pm

23
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

21 Services

22
First Sunday of Lent Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Stream worship only

VIRTUAL WORSHIP
7 PM

Council Mtg 6 pm

16
17
Pastor’s Conference in
AM
Music lesson 1-2 pm

10
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

15 Pastor Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Outreach 4:30

Wed

3
Pastor HAMA in am

9
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Music lesson 1-2 pm
MEF Mtg via teleconference @ 6 pm
BOG @ 7 pm

Executive Mtg 6 pm

2
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Music lesson 1-2 pm

Tues

8
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Capital Campaign
6pm

1
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Mon

Noisy Offering

Stream worship only

Transfiguration of
Our Lord

14 Services

Homebound
Visitation 1 pm

Stream worship only

7 Services:

Sun

FEBRUARY

25
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon
Bells 4-6 pm

Bells 4-6 pm

18
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Bells 4-6 pm

11
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Bells 4-6 pm

4
Pastor’s Office Hrs
10 am—Noon

Thur

Bells 3—5 pm

26

Bells 3—5 pm

19

Bells 3—5 pm

12

Bells 3—5 pm

5

Fri

27

20

13
SNOW DATE:
Homebound
Visitation 1 pm

6

Sat

INCLEMENT WEATHER
Television:
WOOD TV 8

Private Communion

WWMT TV 3

There are nine stations available in the
Fellowship Hall.

WXSP TV
WOTV 4
Radio:
WBCH 100.1 FM
WBCK 95.3 FM

Please call the office or Pastor Ken Scheck directly
to set up a time for communion.

Reserve a spot by calling
269-945-9414

MIX 104.9 FM

BE SAFE OUT THERE!

Treasurer
Grace Lutheran Church is seeking a member to be
the Treasurer for the church. For a variety of
reasons Vickey Argo needed to step down from this
ministry opportunity. We are thankful that she continues to serve on council. If you are interested in
this position, please contact the church office at
269-945-9414.

I Ain’t Dead Yet

When do we get to return to public worship at
the church building?
We will gathering for worship when the positivity rate is
3.0%. Please be prayerful that our congregation stays
healthy, as COVID19 is spreading through our own
membership. Pastor Ken’s son, Ethan Scheck, along with
many others have been infected and are now recovered.
Barry Eaton District Health Department vaccine
sign-up information can be found at:
www.barryeatonhealth.org (Click on “this form” at top
of page, in orange section)

- Vickey Argo

What a sucky year,
One we’ll not soon forget.
2020 tried to kill me,
But I ain’t dead yet.
Just a virus…turned pandemic
Causing worldwide upset,
Yes, 2020 tried to kill me,
But I ain’t dead yet.

November, Covid hit our home,
Sparing us the worst you can get,
2020 still trying to kill me,
But I ain’t dead yet.

Mid-pandemic came the swelling,
Scary, leaving doctors clueless, yet.
2020 trying to kill me,
But I ain’t dead yet.

December, a minor overnight procedure,
Turned near deadly and full of regret,
2020 indeed tried to kill me,
But thank God it’s 2021, and I ain’t dead yet

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

