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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 7, 2021
The season of Epiphany begins January 6th celebrates the spread of the Good News of Emmanuel,
God with us, from its source in the Jewish community to all nations on earth. The color is green,
for growth, as Scripture texts explore the mission of the church in the world.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We are promised through the prophets that God will give us
freedom and power in our lives. We are encouraged to share love freely and to serve others so that
all who encounter us will experience God’s kingdom of love and care.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Prelude in C

Greeting
P
The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all.
C And also with you.
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by J. S. Bach
Cindy Olson, piano

Gathering Hymn

Gather Us In
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint.
Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known
to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading

Isaiah 40:21-31

L A reading from Isaiah.
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the God
who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are
weary.
21

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have
you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the
earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and
spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught and makes the rulers of the earth
as nothing. 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
25
To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes
on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them
all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.
27
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right
is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his
understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 30Even
youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the LORD
shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1

Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise!
2
The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem,
and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel.
3

The LORD heals the | brokenhearted
and binds | up their wounds.
4
The LORD counts the number | of the stars
and calls them all | by their names. R
5

Great is our LORD and might- | y in power;
there is no limit | to God’s wisdom.
6
The LORD lifts | up the lowly,
but casts the wicked | to the ground.
7

Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp | to our God,
8
who covers the heav- | ens with clouds
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains. R
9

God provides food | for the cattle
and for the young ravens | when they cry.
10
God is not impressed by the might | of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner,
11

but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD,
in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah! R
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Second Reading

1 Corinthians 9:16-23

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of Paul’s
ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely sharing
the good news of Christ with others.
L A reading from 1 Corinthians.
16

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and
woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if
not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in
my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in
the gospel.
19

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win
more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I
became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those
under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak
I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might
by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

5E-7

ELW 308

Gospel Reading

Mark 1:29-39

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression. Everywhere he goes, he
heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are running for their lives. The forces that
diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
29

As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.
32

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And
the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various
diseases and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they
knew him.
35

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there
he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to
him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so
that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went
throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

On Eagle’s Wings
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Radiant God. The people will speak, Let your light shine
upon us…. as the prayer response.
A

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence

A

C

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military
chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in
the name of Christ. Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion St Paul Lutheran
Church, AuGres; Nashville Baptist Church, Nashville; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor
Ken. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
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A

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater
they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth. Radiant God,
C Let your light shine upon us.
A

C
A

C
A

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of
trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need. Protect the
lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and
Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia
(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other
sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you, including
Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, Myrina
Crawford (healthy pregnancy), Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy), Erin Everly, Mike Fruth,
Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky
Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Deborah Wilke,
Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for parish nurses and
visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young people in this place who
open us to new understandings. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their
labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God.
Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.

P

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.
Offering of Gifts and Music

Make Me a Servant

Trio: Cindy Olson, Ken Scheck & Kate Watson

Offering Song

Be Thou My Vision
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by Kelly Willard
Cindy Olson, Piano
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Offering Prayer
A
C

Let us pray . . . O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child,
with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Lord’s Prayer
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing
P God the creator, strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter

☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.

Sending Song

Christ, Be Our Light
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Dismissal
A Go in peace. Be light for the world.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Let Us Talents

by Doreen Power
Cindy Olson, piano
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Where the Crowd Is
“Have you not known? Have you not heard?” So begins the prophet Isaiah’s marvelous
declaration (Isaiah 40:21, 28).
People were stirring in Capernaum, Simon Peter’s seaside fishing town. Apparently, the whole city
knew and heard; why else, at day’s end, would all the houses have emptied out leaving fish to be
cleaned, floors to be swept, children to be bathed, wheat to be ground, and goats to be milked, so
people could huddle at his door?
In the morning, crowds were again on the move, this time near the deserted place where Jesus was
in prayerful retreat. Apparently, everyone knew and heard; why else, at such an hour, would people
in neighboring towns have delayed breakfasts, postponed boat launchings, put off opening markets,
set aside filling lamps, put down mending, to go searching for him?
Some years ago, theologian Douglas John Hall wrote a provocative book, Waiting for Gospel. Its
cover pictures an individual standing alone in an open field, looking down, waiting. The book
presents a critique and reminder for the church: whole cities, neighboring towns, are crowding
doors, searching deserted places for good news, for gospel. But is the church sharing the gospel?
Isn’t someone always selling snake-oil solutions for shriveled hearts, beachfront on a desert
seashore, joy from a pill? What are we to believe? Who are we to listen to? When pandemic
wobbles the globe, seas rise and economies fall, depressions blossom and hopes wither; when
people starve in the shadow of mountains of rotting food, artificial intelligence baits kitchen table
wisdom, virtual relationships land knockout blows to authentic community, and “mass” is the prefix
to “incarceration,” “migration,” and “destruction”—which door are we to crowd? Where are we to
search?
Have we not known? Have we not heard? Good news draws a crowd; the gospel is found in Jesus!
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

You are invited to share a little love with our homebound
members. Join us on Saturday, February 13 at 1:00 pm, as we
travel to our homebound members homes. Our temperature was
a little too cold, so see you this Saturday at 1:00 pm. 😊
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
February 7, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views: 198

Weekly Giving: $6,5561.05

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the
fellowship hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will
be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey
Argo for the donation. Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact
the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the
homeless. We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please
place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet
near the entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who
are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday
virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our
worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite
worship.

Assisting Minister – Chris Bush
Lector – Laura Scheck
Cantor – Anna Scheck
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan
Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kristi Winick, Handbells, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Anna
Scheck & Anita Shaw
Pastor – Ken Scheck II
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North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and one female adult voting members to
attend this virtual assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken.

Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to read through the
entire New Testament in Chronological Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James
to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert provided in January’s
GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.

Look for ashes that was sent to you on Tuesday, February 2, 2021. If you
did not get your letter or have any questions, please do not hesitate to call
the church office (269) 945-9414. Ash Wednesday is February 17, 2021.
The worship will be an online service.

Looking for volunteers to recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed. These will
be used for online worship. Please contact Pastor Ken to be taped or submit it to the him
through e-mail.

Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano. Most people enjoy it. Maybe you have felt the heat when
you come in the building. Each of these items have needed repair. The total for both repair on the
heat and piano is $3,293.00. If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in
the memo line of the check “repairs”.
Repairs
Donations to date

$3,293.00
$100.00

Outstanding cost
of repair

$3,193.00
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Mission Endowment Fund
As you may remember, Grace has a Mission Endowment Fund. Money was placed in this
fund, so that the interest can be used for mission work such Family Promise, sending youth
to the National Youth Gathering and other missions. Please submit any mission proposal
by this Tuesday, February 9th, 6 pm to Margaret Wood’s church mailbox.

The Outreach Committee
invites you to pick up
this year’s Lenten Devotional.
We will journey to the places
where Jesus suffered, died,
and rose for our salvation.
You will see that every place
Jesus goes along his path
to the cross hints at his
ultimate mission to take our
place for our redemption so
that we might have a place
in heaven with him forever.
Let us thank God for the
gift of salvation.
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Jesus heals the old and young.
5E-21

