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Transfiguration Sunday
February 14, 2021
The season of Epiphany concludes with the revelation that Jesus is God’s son. We hear in
the Gospel God say, “this is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him! The first revelation made
for us was Jesus coming into the world as a baby and now after Jesus has taught the
disciples it is revealed that Jesus is the Son of God. The Epiphany season concludes with
the promise of God’s life for all.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We are promised through the prophets that God will provide new
life for each and every one of us. That promise is fulfilled by Jesus Christ, as he is our savior who
helps us understand that we are claimed children of God. Let us celebrate that we are made new,
not by our own work, but the work of God’s grace in our lives.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Shine, Jesus, Shine

Greeting
P
The light of God given, experienced and shared be with you all.
C And also with you.
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arr. Lloyd Larson
Cindy Olson, piano
Kim Domke, flute

Gathering Hymn

Thy Strong Word

ELW 511

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop
into our hearts.
Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading

2 Kings 2:1-12

L A reading from 2 Kings.
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their
travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the
waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.
1

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were
on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So
they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he
said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company
of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the
LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
4

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men
of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were
standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
6

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if
not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching
and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
9

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 50:1-6
1

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
2
Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty,
God shines | forth in glory. R
3

Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
4
God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment | of the people.
“Gather before me my | loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed | it with sacrifice.”
6
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
for it is God | who is judge. R
5
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Second Reading

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through
Christian ministry.
L A reading from 2 Corinthians.
3

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
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Gospel Reading

Mark 9:2-9

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’
followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest in the
beloved Son.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
2

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white,
such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for
they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice,
“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one
with them anymore, but only Jesus.
9

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen,
until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection

3E-8

Song of the Day

Beautiful Savior
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Radiant God. The people will speak, Let your light shine
upon us…. as the prayer response.
A

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need.
A brief silence

A

C

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military
chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release in
the name of Christ. Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops
Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion St John’s
Lutheran Church, Baroda; Nashville United Methodist Church, Nashville; Minister of Music
Cindy and Pastor Ken. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
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A

For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the rainwater
they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth. Radiant God,
C Let your light shine upon us.
A

C
A

C
A

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times of
trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need. Protect the
lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and
Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia
(Burdicks), Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other
sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you, including
Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, Myrina
Crawford (healthy pregnancy, Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy), Erin Everly, Mike Fruth,
Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Carolyn
O’Conner, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich,
Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for parish nurses and
visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young people in this place who
open us to new understandings. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

C

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from their
labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God.
Radiant God,
Let your light shine upon us.

P

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
C Amen.
Offering of Gifts and Music

Come to the Mountain
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by Scott & Kathy Donlan Tunseth
sung by Kate Watson & Ken Scheck
Cindy Olson, piano

Offering Song

Be Thou My Vision
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Offering Prayer
A
C

Let us pray . . . O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child,
with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
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Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Mission Minutes
Blessing
P God the creator, strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter

☩ keep you in peace.

C Amen.

Sending Song

Shine, Jesus, Shine

(Refrain) Shine Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light.
1. Lord, the light of your love is shining –
In the midst of the darkness shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us,
Shine on me, shine on me. (Refrain)
2. As we gaze on your kingly brightness,
So our faces display your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory,
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story,
Shine on me. Shine on me. (Refrain)
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Be light for the world.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Praises
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arr. Barbara Brocker and Rob Pearson
Handbell Tree, Kim Domke

A Cosmos of Kaleidoscopic Fragments
It was several months since her death, months of looking to make sense of his pained world that
had changed so completely. In desperation, he wandered into a room of unknown faces, a circle of
uncertainty. Welcome. Names. Introductions. Then instructions from the grief counselor: “Next
week, bring an item, something that will let us know your loved one.”
He wondered how that could possibly be done. What one thing, what symbol would be able to
define a whole life? What to bring? Her hiking boots or blue sport sandals, the spinning wheel, a
gardenia bush or bouquet of zinnias? The gold wedding ring worn for thirty years? Her passport?
Perhaps one of her paintings. Maybe her recipe for spaghetti sauce with olives—no, better, her
grandmother’s date cookies. The flannel-lined jeans or white linen dress? A picture of her children,
her Bible, a book, her diary? He did not return to the circle. He could not imagine any token to be
stand-in for a whole life.
There with Jesus on a high mountain apart from the comings and goings below, just hours away
from when he would foretell his own suffering and death, three disciples grasped for a full-screen
image of their rabbi, Jesus. In one dazzling flash of terrifying brightness they thought they had
found it. But then the same voice that presided over Jesus’ baptism interjected: “This is my Son . . .”
(Mark 9:7). Suddenly, a cosmos of kaleidoscopic fragments rushed in: there was Jesus restoring
sight to blind eyes, defying demonic strongholds, settling seas, passing bread and multiplying fish,
rattling an empire, embracing a child, drinking the Samaritan’s water, eating the sinners’ meals,
casting mercy about like seed, robing enemies in love, championing the lowly, promising life,
accepting death. There is no way that this Jesus could be condensed into a single moment, image,
or being.
As if to say, “Don’t be blinded by the light,” from the cloud there came a voice: “This is my Son,
the Beloved; listen to him!”
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
February 14, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views: 190

Weekly Giving: $5,530.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the
fellowship hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will
be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey
Argo for the donation. Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact
the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the
homeless. We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please
place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet
near the entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who
are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday
virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our
worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite
worship.
Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck
Lector – Carol Vos
Cantor – Jack Vos
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan
Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kristi Winick, Handbells, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Anna
Scheck & Anita Shaw
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to read through the
entire New Testament in Chronological Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James
to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert provided in January’s
GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.

THE 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
AND IN YOUR MAILBOXES AT CHURCH.

Grace Lutheran is hosting a FREE 90 minute information / training
session.
This is not a full course / contact the instructor if you desire ARC certification.

Location: 239 E North Street Hastings, MI
Date: Sunday, Feb 28 , 2021
Time: 12:15-2:00pm
To register for FREE, please contact the church at 269-945-9414 or
contact American Red Cross instructor, Kim Domke 269-908-0024
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Jesus transfigures before them.
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Join us for Ash Wednesday online worship
on February 17, 2020.
Looking for volunteers to recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed. These will
be used for online worship. Please contact Pastor Ken to be taped or submit it to the him
through e-mail.

Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano. Most people enjoy it. Maybe you have felt the heat when
you come in the building. Each of these items have needed repair. The total for both repair on the
heat and piano is $3,293.00. If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in
the memo line of the check “repairs”. Thank you for your support of keeping our ministry moving
forward to share Christ with all.
Repairs
Donations to date

$3,293.00
$500.00

Outstanding cost
of repair

$2,793.00

3E-19

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and one female adult voting members to
attend this virtual assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken.
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