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First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021
Lent is a season of preparation and renewal. The color purple has become a symbol of the
extravagance of God. The music of the season reflects our need to prepare for God’s
forgiveness and renewal, which draws us into God’s forgiving action toward humanity and
all of creation.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We are promised that the earth will not be destroyed by God’s
commitment to renew all of creation. God pulls us into life by saving us and removing our sin
through Jesus Christ. We are called to allow God’s reign of life to sustain us in our times of trial
and to stand with God who gives us life, so that others can experience God’s grace in their life.
Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Jesus, the Very Thought of You

arr. Cindy Berry

in the setting of J.S. Bach’s “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”
Cindy Olson, piano

Greeting
P
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens, and saves us from sin
through the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Gathering Hymn

A Mighty Fortress
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen,
and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.
Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe
may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Genesis 9:8-17

L A reading from Genesis.
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood,
saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine
commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you
and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future
generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me
and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will
see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
8

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 25:1-10
1

To | you, O LORD,
I lift | up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3

Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
5

Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD.
8
You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way. R
9

You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies R
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Second Reading

1 Peter 3:18-22

As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism to save
us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
L A reading from 1 Peter.
18

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,
were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal
of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers made subject to him.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Lamb of God (Your Only Son)
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Gospel Reading

Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might
proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased.”
12

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the
good news.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

Thy Holy Wings
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
After each petition, the Assisting Minister will end Radiant God. The people will speak, Hear our prayer….
as the prayer response.
A

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
A brief silence

A

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout
the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your
salvation. Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and
Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Trinity Lutheran Church, Barton
City; Orangeville Baptist Church, Plainwell; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Lord,
in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
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You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures
from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science educators.
Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A

A

All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in
our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Protect
the lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and
Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks),
Brandon and Stevi Kay Miller (McManaway), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing

dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who
suffer, including Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements,
Myrina Crawford (healthy pregnancy), Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy), Mike Fruth, Karl
Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky Saucier,
Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Deborah Wilke, Kristi
Winick, and Eve Wright. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s
ministries of care and concern. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those

who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign.
Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Create in Me a Clean Heart

by Mary Rice Hopkins
Cindy Olson, piano

1L-11

Offering Song

Goodness is Stronger Than Evil

ELW 721

Offering Prayer
A
C

Let us pray . . . O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child,
with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Mission Minutes
Blessing
P God the creator, strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter

☩ keep you in peace.
C Amen.
Sending Song

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

ELW 325

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Be light for the world.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Trust

arr. Barbara Broker and Guy Shepherd
Kim Domke, Bell Tree
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Secure Even When It’s Not Safe
The world is unsafe in countless ways. It contains wilderness after wilderness, places where
temptation and danger seem to reign. Struggle, pain, fear, violence, hate, death, and suffering are
all part of the uncertain world that we wake to each day.
Today, the Gospel of Mark discusses Jesus’ own encounter with the wilderness. After he was
baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus was driven into the desert wilderness, where he was tempted by
Satan for forty days. What’s more, when Jesus left the wilderness to re-enter society, he
encountered another kind of dangerous wilderness, a world where John the Baptist had just been
arrested for confronting Herod Antipas and his wife Herodias with some hard-hitting truth.
After forty days of temptation, Jesus was met by yet another temptation: to play it safe in a world
that had just silenced his friend for doing exactly the kind of thing that Jesus came to do. Despite
the risk posed by worldly power players like Herod, Jesus proceeded to teach, heal, and spread the
good news of God’s kingdom. Despite the danger, Jesus trusted in the promise that God’s love was
bigger than the wilderness of human wiles.
The world is not safe, and believing in Jesus does not change this fact. However, we are secure in
an unsafe world because of the promises made by God in baptism. Think of children who are secure
in the love of their parents. They may go to school and face bullies—a painful experience, for
sure—but they are less likely to trust the lies of the bullies because they know a deeper truth about
themselves, a truth instilled by the love of their parents. So it is with us. There is danger and
wilderness all around, but we are secure in the truth of our baptism: we are God’s beloved children,
with whom God is well pleased. Grounded in this secure love, we derive courage to set out into the
wild.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
February 21, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views:146

Weekly Giving: $1,900.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the
fellowship hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will
be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey
Argo for the donation. Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact
the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.

Being Carried by God: Come to the Water
Holden Evening Prayer begins Wednesday February 24th. You
are invited to begin a journey of being carried by God. God is
the one who invites us into wholeness. If you are thirsty, if you
are hungry, if you have nothing God invites you to experience
grace this Lent and every day.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.

When do we get to return to public worship at the church building?
We will be gathering for worship when
the positivity rate is 3.0%.

We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the
homeless. We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please
place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet
near the entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Grace youth and family is hosting our annual Spring bulb sale with a twist! Fill out an order
form that was sent out with the GraceGram or call the church office to place order. Please make
your payment of $10.00 per plant by Thursday, April 1st to a homebound member of our church
community. Spring surprises will be delivered Easter weekend. You can also provide
input/suggestions on who you would like to see included in our surprise visits by adding their name
in the space provided or contacting us by phone @ (269) 945-9414. You may still purchase flowers
for yourself. Pick up Easter Sunday.
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When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who
are not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

The Rack
The Rack is a new community service for the Hastings area. The free clothing
store is at the beginning of its operation. Items at this time are limited to
winter outdoor wear partly because there is no director for this ministry. If you
are at all interested in clothing ministry, please contact Pastor Ken.
“I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, I
was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave
me clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you
came to me.’
Matthew 25:35 & 36

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday
virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our
worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite
worship.
Assisting Minister – Traci Wales
Lector – Linda Melcher
Cantor – Kate Watson
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ken Scheck & Laura Scheck
Handbell Tree – Kim Domke
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many jobs have been lost
because of the new restrictions but in place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes
there will be another rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple

Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to read through the
entire New Testament in Chronological Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James
to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert provided in January’s
GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.
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THE 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
AND IN YOUR MAILBOXES AT CHURCH.

Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano. Most people enjoy it. Maybe you have felt the heat when
you come in the building. Each of these items have needed repair. The total for both repair on the
heat and piano is $3,293.00. If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in
the memo line of the check “repairs”. Thank you for your support of keeping our ministry moving
forward to share Christ with all.
Repairs
Donations to date

$3,293.00
$500.00

Outstanding cost
of repair

$2,793.00

Grace Lutheran is hosting a FREE 90 minute information / training
session.
This is not a full course / contact the instructor if you desire ARC certification.

Location: 239 E North Street Hastings, MI
Date: Sunday, Feb 28 , 2021
Time: 12:15-2:00pm
To register for FREE, please contact the church at 269-945-9414 or
contact American Red Cross instructor, Kim Domke 269-908-0024
Looking for volunteers to recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed. These will
be used for online worship. Please contact Pastor Ken to be taped or submit it to the him
through e-mail.
North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and one female adult voting member to
attend this virtual assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken.
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Jesus enters the wilderness
and sees the challenges that
are in his future.
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