ASH WEDNESDAY
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 1
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 + 7:00 p.m.

Christians gather on Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is a solemn day of
prayer that begins the season of Lent. On this day we confess our sin in a
litany of repentance. During Lent’s forty days we are invited to carry out
the Lenten discipline, practices of fasting, prayer, and works of love, even
as we accompany people around the world who are preparing for baptism
at Easter. On this day we may receive the sign of ashes. This ancient
symbol of repentance reminds us of our mortality. Returning to God’s
mercy and grace, marked with the cross of Christ, we make our way
through Lent, longing for the baptismal waters of Easter, our spiritual
rebirth.
+ + + + + + + + + +
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God
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Announcements
Gathering Music

Be Thou My Vision

arr. Joel Raney
Cindy Olson

Confession and Forgiveness
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us,
anoint us, and make us new.
C
Amen.
P

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P
C

God at the margins,
We have wandered far from your home;
again and again, we lose our way.
We turn inward, afraid of the world around us.
We forget that you have saved your people before
and promise to do so again.
Do not remember the deeds of our past,
but turn our faces toward the future,
where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear,
and your love overflows.

A We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
P We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served. We have not been true to the mind

of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
C Have mercy on us, O God.
A All our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives.
C We confess to you, O God.
P Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,
C We confess to you, O God.
A Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves.
C We confess to you, O God.
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P Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work,
C We confess to you, O God.
A Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,
C We confess to you, O God.
P Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect of human need and suffering, and our

indifference to injustice and cruelty,
C Accept our repentance, O God.
A For all false judgments. For uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice

and contempt toward those who differ from us,
C Accept our repentance, O God.
P For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after

us,
C Accept our repentance, O God.
A Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.
C Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen.
P Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation.
C That we may show forth your glory in the world.
A By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord.
C Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
P Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism,

that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence,
and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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The Opening Hymn

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

ELW 319

The Prayer of the Day
A Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us

to serve you and our neighbors.
C Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness and strengthen us to face our mortality with
confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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The First Reading

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17

Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community lament. The repentant
community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to spare the people, lest the nations doubt
God’s power to save.
L

1

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army
comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.
12

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.
14
Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a
solemn assembly; 16 gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
17
Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say,
“Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the
nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’”
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

AW-5

The Psalmody

Gracious God, My Heart Renew
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Psalm 51:1-18

The Second Reading

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s reconciling
activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right relationship with
God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.
L

20b

We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
6:1

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he
says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
5
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience,
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good
repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying,
and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor,
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

AW-7

The Gospel Acclamation

Lamb of God (Your Only Son)
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The Holy Gospel

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-20

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual
devotion must not be done for show.
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by
them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.
2

“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
5

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when
you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others
but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
16

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.”
19

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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The Hymn of the Day

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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The Prayers of the People
A Returning to the Lord with all our heart, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s

creation.
(A brief silence)
A Gracious and merciful God, empower your church to be an ambassador of reconciliation in
the world. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Gracious and merciful God, restore creation to wholeness and strengthen our resolve to be good

stewards of all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Gracious and merciful God, make this the acceptable time for peace. Guide the

leaders of all nations to put an end to war and violence. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
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A Gracious and merciful God, deliver those in need: the hungry, the afflicted, the imprisoned, and

the ill, that their joy be restored. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Gracious and merciful God, create a clean heart in all who worship here today and bless all who

prepare during these forty days to be baptized at Easter. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A Gracious and merciful God, we give you thanks for all the saints who now partake in your

heavenly treasure. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in your

abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Seed That on Earth is Dying

by S. Ellington & H. Herresthal
Cindy Olson

The Offertory

Goodness is Stronger than Evil
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Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the

offering of our lives,
C that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through

Christ our Lord. Amen.
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them unto you.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Proper Preface for Ashes
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast that, renewed in the waters
of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace, knowing you first gave us life when you
breathed your breath into the earth. We praise you for giving us life, even when death comes to
us. We stand on the promise of resurrection for all creation that you shower upon us.
C Amen.

Blessing of Ashes
P Let us pray, Creator of heaven and earth, we thank you for these ashes. You have called us from

the dust of the earth and claimed us as children of the light. Strengthen us on our journey into life
renewed. Let these ashes remind us of the life we have in you through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us always to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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The Imposition of Ashes
P Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

HYMN:

Take, O Take Me
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The Blessing
P Be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the

fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing
in the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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The Sending Hymn

Once We Sang and Danced

tune of ELW 696

1. Once we sang and danced with gladness,
Once delight filled ev’ry breath;
Now we sit among the ashes,
All our dreams destroyed by death.
2. All the willows bow in weeping,
All the rivers rage and moan,
As creation joins our pleading:
“God, do not leave us alone.”
3. God, who came to dwell among us,
God, who suffered our disgrace,
From your own heart, grieved and wounded,
Come the riches of your grace.
4. Come, O Christ, among the ashes,
Come to wipe our tears away,
Death destroy and sorrow banish;
Now and always, come and stay.
The Dismissal
A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness.
C Thanks be to God.

Assisting Minister Anna Scheck
Lector Kim Domke
Minister of Music Cindy Olson
Musicians Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Cindy Olson, Anna, Ken & Laura Scheck and Kate Watson
Pastor Ken Scheck II +
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Please join Pastor Ken in 2021, as Grace Lutheran Church is invited to read through the
entire New Testament in Chronological Order. Not Matthew to Revelation, but James
to Revelation. You may be surprised to know that many of the New Testament Letters were
composed before the Gospels were written. There is an insert provided in January’s
GraceGram entitled 2021 Daily Reading Guide.

THE 2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
AND IN YOUR MAILBOXES AT CHURCH.

Grace Lutheran is hosting a FREE 90 minute information / training
session.
This is not a full course / contact the instructor if you desire ARC certification.

Location: 239 E North Street Hastings, MI
Date: Sunday, Feb 28 , 2021
Time: 12:15-2:00pm
To register for FREE, please contact the church at 269-945-9414 or
contact American Red Cross instructor, Kim Domke 269-908-0024

Looking for volunteers to recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed. These will
be used for online worship. Please contact Pastor Ken to be taped or submit it to the him
through e-mail.
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Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano. Most people enjoy it. Maybe you have felt the heat when
you come in the building. Each of these items have needed repair. The total for both repair on the
heat and piano is $3,293.00. If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in the
memo line of the check “repairs”. Thank you for your support of keeping our ministry moving
forward to share Christ with all.
Repairs
Donations to date

$3,293.00
$500.00

Outstanding cost
of repair

$2,793.00

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth, one male and one female adult voting members to
attend this virtual assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken.
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Stewardship Information
Views: 190

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the
fellowship hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will
be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey
Argo for the donation. Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact the
church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are
not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.
Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday
virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our
worship of God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite
worship.
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