april 2021
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .

It is springtime in
the Northern
Hemisphere.
Spring is a
tangible way in
which we see how
our lives are
changed by God's
grace.
All around us, the
"dead" is "coming
back to life" and
growing, by the
grace of the Holy
Spirit.
It is the perfect
time for us to talk
about the new life
that Christ brings
to us through His
death and
resurrection, as
we see the miracle
of new life all
around us in this
season!
Kristina Garrett
Wenger
Deadline for the
May GraceGram is
April 17, 2021.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

My dear children, let’s not just talk about love; let’s
practice real love. This is the only way we’ll know we’re
living truly, living in God’s reality. 1 John 3:18
Unrest has seeped into my spiritual and
personal live. Can you relate? Some of my
unrest I have experienced is related to the
struggle to be faithful, trusting and believing in
God, as we continue to struggle with issues with
the COVID19 pandemic. Do you sense this
unrest deep in your soul?
How do we find rest in midst of the unrest?
How do we find and experience the tranquility,
peace and calm that God has promised? Where
do we find shelter for the weary soul? I have
found peace in the midst of struggle by doing
some activity….doing something to get my
mind off of things. But I have also found
peace by sitting in God’s grace.
Psalm 37:7 also gives us some insight. It says, “Be still (BE RESFTFUL) before the Lord
and wait patiently. Do not fret over those who prosper or the one who succeeds in evil schemes.”
Being still, resting, waiting patiently, not fretting are priorities for us, along with doing,
working and sharing loving actions.

God invites us to stop moving; to lean in with patience; maybe even stop talking. Let
the world with its turmoil, unrest, and temptations roll on. Rest. That is, find space;
find shelter; hush the noise that conflicts the spirit.
I encourage you, in times of the soul’s unrest, to wait patiently remembering that God’s
idea of time is foreign to us. And because it is foreign to us, we must rest now and not
fret about those things over which we have little or no control. Let us trust God and
know God’s peace. Let us also be ready to love with actions, when we hear God’s tug
to more and move in sharing God’s grace.
Sitting (at times) and moving (at times) with you (Children of God) as God calls us to sit
or to move. Let us be open to God’s direction.
Pastor Ken +
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Christ
Gives
Us
Your thoughts and prayers for
Bill’s healing were
appreciated. The support from
Grace is very generous.
Kalen Halstead

New
Life!
Let us
Give praise!
Barry Eaton District Health Department
vaccine sign-up information can be found at:
www.barryeatonhealth.org
Click on “this form” at top of page,
in orange section

When do we get to return to public worship
at the church building?
We will gather for worship when
the positivity rate is 3.0%.

The Broken can be made new

Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And then, as it
sank in, they started praising God. “It’s really happened! God
has broken through to the other nations, opened them up to Life!”
Acts 11:18
We see the broken parts of our parking lot. The pictures say a
thousand words. We are preparing for a Capital Campaign appeal to
begin some fundraising efforts toward this huge project. We will
need your support to continue a safe pathway for exiting your cars
and entering the church. Thanks for your consideration.
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Called to the Church
Triumphant
Our friend in Christ
Marlin Walters

Piano & Heating
Perhaps you have heard our piano.
Most people enjoy it. Maybe you have
felt the heat when you come in the
building. Each of these items have
needed repair. The total for both repair
on the heat and piano is just over
$3,293.00. If you would like
to
contribute toward these repairs, please
write in the memo line of the check
“repairs”. We are grateful the heating
and piano have been repaired. At the
time of this writing the we have
collected $1,700. THANK you for your
generous support.

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth and one male adult voting
members to attend this virtual assembly. If interested,
please contact Pastor Ken.

We are given new life! Let us share
that life with all!

Grace youth and family is hosting our annual

Spring bulb sale
with a twist!
Fill out and return the enclosed slip with your payment of $10.00 per plant by Thursday, April 1st to a
homebound member of our church community.
Spring surprises will be delivered Easter weekend.
You can also provide input/suggestions on who you would like to see included in our surprise visits by adding their name in the space provided or contacting us by phone @ (269) 945-9414.
You may still purchase flowers for yourself. Please indicate what type of flower bulb you desire. They will
be available for pick up Easter Sunday.

We hope that you enjoy the opportunity to share a little love with our homebound members!
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Our Staff:

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Margaret Wood
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
On line:

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

www.grace-hastings.org

Treasurer: Vacant

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 10AM - 2PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council
Members/Liaisons
Vickey Argo (Congregational
Care)
Doug Neeb (Property)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Angela Pruitt (Youth & Family )
Bill Freedlund (Small Groups)
Clyde Watson (Stewardship)

IN PERSON
WORSHIP
SUSPENDED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

Deborah Wilke (Social Activities)

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

Jamie Heise (Worship)

Grace Lutheran Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
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Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:

Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645

IN PERSON WORSHIP SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
On line worship www.grace-hastings.org

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Remember Pastor Ken’s Sabbath – Executive Committee

Private Communion
There are nine stations available in the
Fellowship Hall.
Please call the office or
Pastor Ken Scheck directly
to set up a time for communion.

Reserve a spot by calling
269-945-9414

Being a preacher’s kid, I remember the times my dad got kidded
(or not) about “only having to work Sundays.” Heck, I knew he
would get calls from parishioners nearly every day, at any time.
This is the same for any pastor, including Pastor Ken.
We can all agree that everyone needs some downtime, a sabbath,
some time to escape the pressures of work and to breathe and be
renewed. For many of us, that usually comes on a weekend. For
Pastor Ken, he has scheduled Fridays as his sabbath time. Please
consider his time of renewal should you be looking to contact him
on a Friday – by all means, do call for emergencies, but if it can
wait, hold that thought a day or two so you can talk with a
renewed and refreshed pastor. ~ Chris Bush

Clean-up Day for Our "Back 40"
- Chris Bush
Grab your gloves, rakes, and wheelbarrow as we tidy up our
undeveloped land behind the pole barn on April 17 (rain date
is April 24) at 9 AM. Much work was done in this area last
year, but there may be downed branches and stray garbage
that can be removed. Meet you in the parking lot!

Off The Shelf ~~

Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and
Epic Quest for Gold at the
1936 Berlin Olympics

Their

by Daniel James Brown

Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story
about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate
of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world at the
1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.
With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers,
and farmers, the University of Washington’s eight-oar crew
team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East
Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the
world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler.
The emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager
without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his
shattered self-regard but also to find a real place for himself in
the world.
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100+ Hours of Conference Calls – Chris Bush

Since we began using our Free Conference Call.com line just over a year ago, we have
used that line for over 6,000 minutes (more than 120 meetings)!
Council, several committees, and various groups have used the line to continue doing
ministry and church business. Even when we return to in-person gatherings, we will
continue offering this option when people can’t drive in for meetings due to illness,
weather, or other reasons.
Brothers of Grace is looking into getting us started on Zoom, and we’ll plan to build that cost into our annual
budget. (Free Conference Call.com offers video-conferencing, but many people are familiar with Zoom, which
might offer more options and service for us.) To be clear, you can attend meetings in-person (soon, we hope!), by
phone or by computer / app. Thank you, BOG, for this gift to Grace!

The Rack
The Rack is a new clothing service for the Hastings area.
I was shivering and you gave me clothes.
Matthew 25:36

Good Friday Cross Walk

4-2-2021

Grace Lutheran Church invites the Hastings and surrounding community to participate
in the Good Friday Cross Walk. All are welcome. The walk will begin Friday, April 2 at
9:30am from Grace Lutheran Church, 239 E. North Street, Hastings, MI.
We walk in prayer while two people carry the cross as a silent witness that Good
Friday is not just another day off of work or school. As we walk, we will engage in
silent meditation upon our Lord’s crucifixion and resurrection. We offer up prayers
as we open our minds and spirits to the revelation of the Lord for our own lives,
ministry, and discipleship. We invite you to join us for this journey of meditation and
restoration! Everyone wanting to carry the cross may take a turn.
Due to COVID19, participants will meet outside in the parking lot of Grace
for directions and prayer before beginning. Bottled water will be available for
those who would like to take one on the journey. Restrooms are available in the
church however, those entering are asked to wear a mask while inside. Walkers from
the same family unit may walk close together, however, participants will be
encouraged to keep a greater distance between different families.
ROUTE: From Grace (239 E North Street in Hastings, across from Hastings
Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center ) we head south on Michigan Ave.; west on
State Street through downtown, we pause in front of the courthouse, return east on
State, turn north on Michigan Ave.; and end back at Grace.
The walk usually takes 1 hour 15 minutes to 1 hour 45 minutes. If you can’t walk the
entire distance, join us for as long as you are able. Again, because of COVID19, a
safety vehicle will NOT follow the walkers to offer a ride or assistance as needed this
year. We will call for someone you trust to come and pick you up, if the need arises.
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Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:
Vivian Allerding
Donna Buehl
Ilene Hilson
Wes Gillons
Opal Gillons

Military:
Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings
Thornapple Cottages Rm 703
Thornapple Manor, Rm #105
Thornapple Cottages Rm 700
Thornapple Manor Sugarbush

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Doris Allerding

2122 N M-43 Hwy / Hastings

Jamie Coplin

109 E Grant St / Hastings

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890
Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings

Don Granzow
Lois VonSeggern

3313 Parchmount Ave
Kalamazoo MI 49004

BIRTHDAYS
Jeanette Markwart

04/03

Mary Kleinbrink

04/04

Therese Maupin—Moore

04/07

Kim Markwart

04/09

Robert Pohl Jr

04/10

John Kleinbrink

04/11

Kay Marsh

04/14

Jenn Rosenberger

04/15

Carolyn Moffit

04/16

Clyde Watson

04/17

Phil Poholski

04/17

Cindy Olson

04/20

Carrie Duits

04/21

Linda Maupin

04/22

Lois VonSeggern

04/24

Jane Secor

04/27

Barry Wood

04/28

Tanner Ogden

04/30

Nieces / nephews of Burdicks (Air Force)
Carlos Garcia (Guam)
Alexis Garcia
Austin Endsley (New Mexico)
Aaron Endsley (California)
Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina Crawford
Cody Crawford
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Cindy and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Granddaughter (and husband) of Bev McManaway
Brandon Miller (Marines)
Stevi Kay Miller (Navy)
Grandneice of Karen and Bill Halstead
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)
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28

29

30

31

Passion/
Capital
Palm Sunday Campaign
Meeting
Stream worship 6 pm
only

1

2

3

Maundy
Thursday
Service

Good Friday
Cross Walk
Service

Saturday
Easter Vigil
Service

Stream worship
only

Stream worship
only

Stream worship
only

10

4

5

6

7

8

9

Easter
Service

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor—HAMA
in am

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Bells 3-5

Stream worship
only

Music Lesson
Social
Activities 5:30 1-2

Bells 4-6

Executive
6 pm

11

12

13

Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s ConPastor’s office
ference 9:30 am hours 10am-12

Stream worship
only
Noisy Offering

14

Outreach 4:30 Music Lesson

15

16

17

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Bells 3-5

Back 40
Clean up
9am

Bells 4-6

1-2

BOG 7 pm

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Bells 3-5

Back 40
Rain Date
9am

1

Stream worship
only

Music Lesson
1-2

Bells 4-6

Council 6 pm

25

26

27

28

29

30

Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Bells 3-5

Stream worship
only

Music Lesson
1-2

Bells 4-6

