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Hastings, Michigan
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Second Sunday of Easter
April 11, 2021
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly
through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From
frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material
sharing such that no one among us is in need.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Through the gospel, we experience Jesus’ appearance. We witness
Jesus’ willingness to enter into the disciples’ pain and darkness and realize that God enters our
darkness and gives us life. Let us celebrate the new life we are given through Jesus Christ.
Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Blest Are They

arr. Mark Hayes
Cindy Olson, Piano

Easter Greeting
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P Holy people of God, given new life through the gospel of Christ, and enlightened by the Spirit:

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Gathering Hymn

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.
By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that
we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Acts 4:32-35

L A reading from Acts.
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what
they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need.
32

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power
the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to
each as any had need.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 133
1

How good and how pleas- | ant it is,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
2
It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. R
3

It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. R
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Second Reading

1 John 1:1-2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been
sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and
walk in God’s light.
L A reading from 1 John.
1

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there
is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness,
we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful
and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Now the Green Blade Rises
Stanzas 1 & 4
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Gospel Reading

John 20:19-31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing
to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
23
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name.
31

P The Gospel of the Risen Christ.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

I’ve Got Peace Like a River

African-American Spiritual

Kim Domke, Leona Frost &Pastor Ken Scheck II

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

We Walk by Faith
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Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly prays, You
give us new life.

A

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence

A

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Show strength and wisdom
to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our
synod companion Peace Lutheran Church, Charlotte; Pleasantview Church, Dowling; Minister
of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
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A You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation.

Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole
creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways
of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority
and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military,
including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and
Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners,
Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous

Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who are lonely,
hurting, suffering, or afraid, including Jenna (sister of Sean Benedict), Walter Brown, Gary
Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, Emmett Crawford, Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy),
Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher,
Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, Family and friends of Dana Traub, George Ulrich
Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community (name). Shine the light of the
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be
complete. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.

A

You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts
of those who now live in endless joy (especially). Unite us with them in resurrection hope Hear
us, O God.
C You give us new life.
P

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
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Rick Founds

Offering Song

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Offering Prayer
A
C

Let us pray . . . O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child,
with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care and empower us in faithful service to tend to others
with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Mission Minutes
Blessing
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, the blessing of + Christ, the Lamb who was slain, and
the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth be among you and remain with you always.
C Amen.
Sending Song

Thine is the Glory
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Dismissal
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

O Master, Let Me Walk with You

H. Smith arr, Kimball

Kim Domke, Leona Frost, Vickie MacKellar & Jan Rounds, Bells

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 14 & 15, 2021
Grace is looking for one youth and one male adult voting member to attend this virtual
assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken.

Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many jobs have been lost
because of the new restrictions but in place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes there
will be another rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple
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From Fear to Freedom
The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, perceived as a threat to social, political, and
religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors swirling about his mysterious resurrection,
it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers would face the same dire fate on a cross. Today, most of us,
fortunately, can live without fear regarding when and where we are able to worship. At the same time,
when we take a moment to look at the world around us, it doesn’t take long to notice what a strong
influence fear has on our lives.
Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that keep our hearts closed
off from others and God and that keep our truest selves locked up inside. As it was for the disciples in
today’s reading, our unaddressed fears can get in the way of our recognizing what Jesus is doing in
our midst. They turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those who could be blessed by
our gifts and who need our care and love. They keep us from growing in our relationship with God
and as the people God has created us to be.
Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing control or of being
alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, that’s when something powerful can happen.
A sense of peace and joy is never far away. Not only are we released from our fear, but giving voice
to our fears can set others free from theirs as well.
When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed doors, he came offering
peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In that moment their lives were changed—forever,
and for good. The same is true for us when we dare to surrender our fears to God and embrace God’s
future for us with courage.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
April 11, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views: 250

Weekly Giving: $ 8,435.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the fellowship
hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will be able to enjoy
communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo for the donation.
Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact the church office
269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.

Piano & Heating
HAPPY EASTER! The Piano and Heating bills have been PAID in full! We are blessed
with generous people of faith. The excess that has been received will go toward another
heating repair bill. Thank you for your overwhelming response.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will continue
to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
Read the New Testament in Chronological Order. Call the office to get your copy of the
2021 Daily Reading Guide.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are
not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

When do we get to return to public worship at the church building?
We will be gathering for worship when
the positivity rate is 3.0%.
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Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday virtual
worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our worship of
God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite worship.

Assisting Minister – Chris Bush
Lector – Jack Vos
Cantor – Kate Watson
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Kim Domke, Leona Frost, Mary Kuhlman, Vicki MacKellar, Carla Neil,
Cindy Olson, Jan Rounds, Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kate Watson,
Kristi Winnick
Pastor – Ken Scheck
Come Clean-up Our "Back 40". Join us this Saturday as we tidy up our undeveloped land
behind the pole barn on April 17 at 9 AM. Much work was done in this area last year, but
there may be downed branches and stray garbage that can be removed. Meet you in the
parking lot! Rain date is April 24.
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Our Undeveloped Land
Council decided that, for now, we will maintain the property,
cleaning it up twice a year, and work toward improving the path so
that users can meander and meditate. Thank you to members of the
Team for their work and dedication to Grace!
Is there a ministry you would like to see started at Grace
Lutheran Church?
Here are some ideas that are being considered listed below.
Maybe you could add a couple other ideas. Please share your
ideas with a Council member or write them down and drop
them off at the church office.

Host a community
garden (we are
talking with
Emmanuel
Episcopal about this
already)

Build a picnic pavilion for
Return to going on
outdoor gatherings and meals mission
trips

Have the parking lot
repaved and paid for

Hold quarterly dinners for
the neighborhood

Enhance the lighting in
the sanctuary

Reduce our carbon
footprint by
installing solar
panels on our roof

Cultivate or hire a youth
ministry leader (we’ve had
success with this in the past)

Start a mentorship
program between
youth and older adults

Hold regular forums
on diversity and
inclusiveness

Collaborate with other
Lutheran and non-Lutheran
congregations in youth
ministry

Rebuild / strengthen
relationships within
the congregation
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Let us experience Jesus’ life,
as we experience the
forgiveness of sins!
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