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Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 02, 2021
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly
through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes
the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From
frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material
sharing such that no one among us is in need.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Through the gospel, we experience Jesus’ reminder that we are
connected to him, and we are welcome to walk in a loving and caring relationship with God. We
witness Jesus’ willingness stay connected to the disciples and we realize that God grafts us to the vine.
Let us celebrate the connection we have in Christ.
Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

arr. John Carter

Easter Greeting
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!
P Holy people of God, given new life through the gospel of Christ, and enlightened by the Spirit:

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
C And also with you.
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Gathering Hymn

We Know that Christ is Raised

ELW 449

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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First Reading

Acts 8:26-40

L A reading from Acts.
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been
to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in
Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
26

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
34

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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R = Refrain

Psalm 22:25-31
25

From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the LORD,
who rules o- | ver the nations. R
29

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” R
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Second Reading

1 John 4:7-21

L A reading from 1 John.
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while
hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others
because the essence of God is love.
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In
this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for
our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe
the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so
are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved
us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
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WOV 671

Gospel Reading

John 15:1-8

In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his
sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him.
Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
P The Gospel of the Risen Christ.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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ELW 403

Prayers
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly prays, You
give us new life.
A

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence

A

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by
your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to
your love. Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and
Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Messiah Lutheran Church, Bay City,
Quimby United Methodist, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A

You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we seek
vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your abiding

presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. Protect the lives
of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina
Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and
Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and
Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C You give us new life.
A You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who are

poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all, including, Walter Brown, Gary
Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, Emmett Crawford, Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy),
Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Don Granzow, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky Saucier,
Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr., Carol Vos, Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Hear
us, O God.
C You give us new life.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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A

You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially with Athanasius, Bishop
of Alexandria and those we name before you). With them, may our hearts live forever in your
keeping.
C You give us new life.
P

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music

For the Beauty of the Earth

by William Chatterton Dix
String Quartet

Offering Song

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

ELW 674

Offering Prayer
A
C

Let us pray . . . God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world, for the sake of your beloved
Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer
A Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing
P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

Shout to the Lord
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ELW 821

Dismissal
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

by Doreen Potter
Carla Neil, piano
Mary Kuhlman, guitar
Kim Domke, Tambourine
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We Are the Branches
To encourage flowering and fruit production in vines, trees, and shrubs, most of us know that pruning
is necessary. This isn’t the easiest of work, nor does it make the pruned plant look all that great for a
while afterward. Yet often what results after pruning is a plant that is more abundant, beautiful, and
healthy than it would have been otherwise.
In our reading today, Jesus makes it very clear that he is the vine, his Father is the vine grower, and
we, his disciples, are the branches on which fruit grows. Without the vine and the vine grower, the
branches do not exist. Yet, often in our spiritual lives it seems as though we get these roles mixed up.
We are wooed by the sense of accomplishment and value that comes from producing results of one
kind or another, and we fail to acknowledge the source that makes that “fruit” possible.
However, in today’s gospel, Jesus reminds us that our job isn’t to produce results; it’s to stay
connected. “Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing,” Jesus says (John 15:5). Jesus is our source and strength; it is only by our connection to Jesus
the vine that we the branches bear fruit that will last, such as love, compassion, forgiveness, hope,
service, kindness, and patience.
To grow this kind of fruit, Jesus relates how necessary it is for us to be pruned occasionally. In other
words, those things that are not of God in our lives have to be rooted out from time to time. The process
of pruning isn’t always the most enjoyable and can even include a good deal of pain, but it leads to
lives that are whole and abundant. As we abide in Jesus, we are given the strength we need to endure
the pruning process. We also experience the peace that comes from knowing that the fruit that will
follow is for the glory of God.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058

Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645
Pastor Ken Scheck II
Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
May 2, 2021
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Stewardship Information
Views: 168

Weekly Giving: $1,700.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the fellowship
hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will be able to enjoy
communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo for the donation.
Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact the church office
269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.
We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am. We will continue
to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
Read the New Testament in Chronological Order. Call the office to get your copy of the
2021 Daily Reading Guide.
When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask. To help keep the larger
community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who are
not part of your household. Thank you for loving your neighbor.

When do we get to return to public worship at the church building?
We will be gathering for worship when
the positivity rate is 3.0%.

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship. Please join us for Sunday virtual
worship at www.grace-hastings.org. We hope that you are being blessed by our worship of
God each week. The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite worship.
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Assisting Minister – Traci Wales
Lector – Linda Melcher
Cantor – Vickey Argo
Minister of Music – Cindy Olson
Musicians – Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Mary Kuhlman, Carla Neil, Cindy
Olson, Anna Scheck, Ethan Scheck, Laura Scheck, Kate Watson, Kristi Winnick
String Quartet – Dave Carr, Sarah Hilary, Beth Lepak and Carla Neil
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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Our Undeveloped Land
Council decided that, for now, we will maintain the property,
cleaning it up twice a year, and work toward improving the path so
that users can meander and meditate. Thank you to members of the
Team for their work and dedication to Grace!

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly
May 15, 2021
Grace is thankful that Chris Bush, Anna Scheck and Ethan Scheck stepped forward to
be voting members for our one-day virtual assembly.
Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life. Mark your calendars on Saturday, August
7, 2021. The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m. This is
a free event for all participates.

Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many jobs have been lost
because of the new restrictions but in place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes there
will be another rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:
Prayer
Chunky & Progressive Soups
Saltine Crackers
Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting
Brownies
Cans of Pineapple
Telephone Issues If you have called the church over the last several months and did not get a
return call, we apologize. It came to our attention that several members were calling in and
leaving messages, never to get a return call. Pastor Ken and Wendy kept an eye on this problem
and found that for 15 straight days the telephone came offline. We are now with a new provider.
Please call us. We promise to return your call. Serving with listening ears! Pastor Ken +
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Is there a ministry you would like to see started at Grace
Lutheran Church?
Here are some ideas that are being considered listed below.
Maybe you could add a couple other ideas. Please share your
ideas with a Council member or write them down and drop
them off at the church office.

Host a community
garden (we are
talking with
Emmanuel
Episcopal about this
already)

Build a picnic pavilion for
Return to going on
outdoor gatherings and meals mission
trips

Have the parking lot
repaved and paid for

Hold quarterly dinners for
the neighborhood

Enhance the lighting in
the sanctuary

Reduce our carbon
footprint by
installing solar
panels on our roof

Cultivate or hire a youth
ministry leader (we’ve had
success with this in the past)

Start a mentorship
program between
youth and older adults

Hold regular forums
on diversity and
inclusiveness

Collaborate with other
Lutheran and non-Lutheran
congregations in youth
ministry

Rebuild / strengthen
relationships within
the congregation
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Jesus is the vine –
We are the branches.
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