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Saturday Easter Vigil 

April 3, 2021 
 

This is the night!  This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, from 

death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the church’s year.  

The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, and we gather around the pillar of fire, hear 

ancient stories of faith, welcome a new sister at the font, and share the food and drink of the promised land. 

All gather in silence in the Gathering Space.  Each person shall receive a small candle. 

Arise in body or spirit. 

Gathering Music      Largo Xerxes         Handel 
                       Chris Bush, piano 

Greeting 

P Holy people of God, given new life through the gospel of Christ, and enlightened by the Spirit: 

grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from 

death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer.  This is the 

Passover of Jesus Christ.  Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we 

proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await 

Christ’s coming again in glory. 

A small fire or large candle is lighted. 

P Let us pray…Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world.  Bless 

this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, 

C until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The pastor traces the inscription on the paschal candle held by the assisting minister. 

P Christ, yesterday and today, + the beginning and the end, ( ) to Christ belongs all time and 

all ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The paschal candle is lighted and raised for all to see. 

P The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

The Assisting Ministry, with the candle, leads the congregation into the church, after everyone has lighted 

their individual candles from the pascal candle or passing it to each other.  During the procession, the pastor 

will sing the following three times and the congregation responds in like manner. 

Procession 

P The light of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 

The assembly goes to their seats, as the pascal candle is moved to the baptismal font the assembly faces it. 
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Easter Proclamation 

A Rejoice, now, heavenly powers!  Sing, choirs of angels!  Exult, all creation around God’s 

throne!  Jesus Christ is risen! Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation; and for so great a 

victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.  Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the 

brightness of your king!  Christ has conquered!  Glory fills you!  Darkness vanishes forever.  

Rejoice, O holy Church!  Exult in glory!  The risen Savior shines upon you!  Let this place resound 

with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that with full devotion of heart and mind and voice we 

should praise the invisible God, and the only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who, by his precious 

blood, redeemed us from bondage to the ancient sin.  For this indeed is the Pascal Feast in which 

the true Lamb is slain, by whose blood the doorposts of the faithful are made holy. 

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
A This is the night in which, in ancient times, you delivered our forebears, the children of Israel, 

and led them, dry-shod, through the sea.   

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
A  This is the night in which the darkness of sin has been purged away by the rising brightness.  

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
A This is the night in which all who believe in Christ are rescued from evil and the gloom of sin, 

are renewed in grace, and are restored to holiness.  

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
A This is the night in which, breaking the chains of death, Christ rises from hell in triumph.  O 

night truly blessed which alone was worthy to know the time and hour in which Christ rose again 

from hell!   

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
P This is the night of which it is written: “The night is as clear as the day,” and, “Then shall my 

night be turned into day.”  The holiness of this night puts to flight the deeds of wickedness; washes 

away sin; restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn; casts out hate; brings peace; 

and humbles earthly pride. 
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 Therefore, in this night of grace, receive, O God, our praise and thanksgiving for the light of 

the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, reflected in the burning of this candle.  We sing the glories 

of this pillar of fire, the brightness of which is not diminished even when its light is divided and 

borrowed.   

P This is the night 

C This is the night 

 
A This is the night in which heaven and earth are joined—things human and things divine. 

 We, therefore, pray to you, O God, that this candle, burning to the honor of your name, will 

continue to vanquish the darkness of night and be mingled with the lights of heaven.  May Christ 

the Morning Star find it burning, that Morning Star who never sets, that Morning Star who, rising 

from the grave, faithfully sheds light on the whole human race. 

 And we pray, O God, rule, govern, and preserve with your continual protection your whole 

Church, giving us peace in this time of our paschal rejoicing;  

C through the same Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray…Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen 

Christ. 

C Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in 

sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sit.  Individual candles are extinguished. 
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First Vigil Reading                                                                           Genesis 7:1-5, 8:6-19; 9:8-13 

 

 

Response                  Take, Oh, Take Me as I am. 

Silent reflection 

P O God, strength of the powerless and light in all darkness:  Look in mercy upon your church, 

a wonderful and sacred mystery, that it may be an ark of peace in the midst of chaos.  Let the whole 

world come to see that what was fallen is being raised up, that what was old is being made new, 

and that all things are being restored to wholeness through the one from whom they first took being, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Second Vigil Reading                                                                           Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

 

 

Response                  Take, Oh, Take Me as I am. 

Silent reflection 

P O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day:  By the power of your 

mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharoah, a sign for us of 

the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism.  Grant that all the peoples of earth may 

partake in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 

Third Vigil Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20  

 

 

Response                  Take, Oh, Take Me as I am. 

Silent reflection 

P Sovereign God, by the resurrection of your Son you offer us victory in our struggles, a city for 

our refuge, the joy of the beloved, and festival celebration.  Gather all the outcast into your mercy, 

and restore your whole creation through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Fourth Vigil Reading Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11  

 

 

Response                  Take, Oh, Take Me as I am. 

Silent reflection 

P O God, the life of all the earth, throughout the ages you sustain and comfort your people, and 

you clothe us with beauty and joy.  Anoint us with the Spirit of the resurrection, that we may extend 

your healing to all that is broken in your world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Response    

New Testament Reading Romans 6:3-11 
 

L 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 

that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you 

also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Arise in body or spirit. The lights of the church come on, sanctuary candles are lit, and bells are rung. 
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Gospel Acclamation Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW 363 

 Stanzas 1,4,5 
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Gospel  Luke 24:1-12 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
P 1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices 

that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, 

they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling 

clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 
6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed 

over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 

 
8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven 

and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 

women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 

they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw 

the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

 
 

P The gospel of the risen Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

P Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Sit 

Easter Vigil Message 

 

 

Arise in body or spirit 
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Song of the Day                        A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing ELW 393 

  Stanzas 1, 3, 5 

 

 

The assembly surrounds the font as able. 
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Affirmation of Baptism 

P   Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for all who are one with us in the body 

of Christ, and who are making public affirmation of our baptism. 

 

A Let us pray…. Merciful God, we thank you for all your claimed children whom you have made 

your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called each of us to yourself, enlightened 

us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. 
 

Uphold us in the gifts and promises of baptism and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought 

to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism? If so, answer:  We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

C   We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

A Let us pray…We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 

new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 

 

The assembly kneels or sits for prayer. 
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Prayers 

A Washed and renewed in the mercy of God that endures forever, we pray this night for the 

church, the world, and all creation. 
A brief silence 

A You bring us from death to life with Christ. Fill and enlighten the newly baptized; enliven all 

the baptized so that your church may be a sign of resurrection in the world.  Bless and protect our 

bishops, Elizabeth and Craig, all the churches of our Synod, Barry County and our Companion 

Synods. Hear us, O Lord. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A At creation you brought forth order and life. Bring life anew to all creation: sky, earth, and 

seas; sun, moon, and stars; plants and animals. Teach us to treasure and defend what you have 

declared to be good.  Hear us, O Lord. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A As you delivered your people, deliver all from bondage. Bring an end to war and brutality. 

Raise up leaders who listen for wisdom’s voice. Cause righteousness to spring up among the 

nations.  Hear us, O Lord. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A Your power extends to the depths of the grave. Bring hope and peace to all who are in the 

depths of sorrow or the fires of suffering. Heal all who are sick and comfort the grieving.  Hear us, 

O Lord. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A  In the first light of dawn Jesus’ resurrection was revealed. Guard all who keep vigil in the 

night: tending to the sick or ensuring public safety, working, or worrying. As they await the 

morning, may hope dawn upon them.  Hear us, O Lord.  

C You give us new life. 
 

A Listen to the prayers of your faithful lifted up in loud voice, or in the silence of their hearts. 

(Individual petitions can be offered now) 

A Hear us, O Lord.  

C You give us new life. 

 
A You drew the amazed, the terrified, and the weeping to the empty tomb. Gather us with your 

people of all times and places to wonder at your power and rejoice in your love.  Hear us, O Lord. 

C You give us new life. 

 

P To you, Living God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one with 

whom we have been raised to new life, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

C Amen. 
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Arise in body or spirit 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of the risen Christ be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
(We share the peace of the risen Christ with one another.) 

Sit 

 

 

Offering of Gifts & Music     A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing         arr. Gerald Peterson 

                   Cindy Olson, piano 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

 

Offertory Hymn                    Christ the Lord is Risen Today Use Tune from ELW 685 

 (Patmos: Take My Life) Stanzas 1,2,4 

 

"Christ the Lord is ris'n today!" 

All on earth with angels say; 

raise your joys and triumphs high; 

sing, O heav’ns; and earth reply. 

 

Love's redeeming work is done, 

fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo! The sun's eclipse is o'er. 

Lo! He sets in blood no more. 

 

Lives again our glorious king! 

Where, O death, is now your sting? 

Once he died our souls to save; 

where your victory, O grave? 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A Let us pray . . .God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives.  As Jesus was 

lifted up from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world. 

C May all creation be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, from 

death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

A  Let us pray . . . Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light 

to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven, Jesus Christ, to nourish your 

people. 

C  Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the  

world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P  God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ 

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                                Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379  
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Dismissal 

P Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
A You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                     Open My Eyes        Scott / arr. Gumma 
                 Anita Shaw and Kim Domke, Bells, Chris Bush, piano 

 

Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck 

Readers – Jack Vos, Traci Wales, Carol Vos, Chris Bush, Mark Anton 

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Mary Kuhlman, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, 

Laura Scheck, Anita Shaw and Kate Watson 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  
 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Views: 226         Weekly Giving: $3,525.00  Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 
 

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the 

fellowship hall.  Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will 

be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”.  Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey 

Argo for the donation.  Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact 

the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day. 

 
 

Piano & Heating 
 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  our  piano.  Most people enjoy it.  Maybe you have felt the heat when 

you come in the building.  Each of these items have needed repair.  The total for both repair on the 

heat and piano is $3,293.00.  If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in 

the memo line of the check “repairs”.  Thank you for your support of keeping our ministry moving 

forward to share Christ with all. 
 

HAPPY EASTER!  The Piano and Heating bills have been PAID in full!  We are 

blessed with generous people of faith.   
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We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the 

homeless.  We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please 

place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet 

near the entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am.  We will 

continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.  

 

Read the New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Call the office to get your copy of 

the 2021 Daily Reading Guide. 

 

When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask.  To help keep the larger 

community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who 

are not part of your household.  Thank you for loving your neighbor. 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship.  Please join us for Sunday 

virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org.  We hope that you are being blessed by our 

worship of God each week.  The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite 

worship. 

 

Holy Week 

Join us each day online.  Video will be ready each day at 7 am. 
 

Resurrection of our Lord 

Tomorrow 

 

When do we get to return to public worship at the church building? 
  

We will be gathering for worship when  
the positivity rate is 3.0%.  

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck 

Lector –  Mark Anton 

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Mary Kuhlman, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna 

Scheck, Laura Scheck, Anita Shaw, Kate Watson, Kristi Winnick 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  

 

Food Pantry 
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele.  As many jobs  have  been  lost  

because  of  the  new  restrictions  but  in  place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes 

there will be another rise in traffic to the pantry.  Needs are: 
  

Prayer 

Chunky & Progressive Soups 

Saltine Crackers 

Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice 

Cakes and Frosting 

Brownies 

Cans of Pineapple 
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Is there a ministry you would like to see started at Grace 

Lutheran Church? 

 

Here are some ideas that are being considered listed below.  

Maybe you could add a couple other ideas.  Please share 

your ideas with a Council member or write them down and 

drop them off at the church office. 

 

 

 

Host a community 

garden (we are 

talking with           

Emmanuel 

Episcopal about this 

already) 

Build a picnic pavilion for 

outdoor gatherings and meals 

Return to going on 

mission 

trips 

Have the parking lot 

repaved and paid for 

Hold quarterly dinners for 

the neighborhood 

Enhance the lighting in  

the sanctuary 

Reduce our carbon 

footprint by 

installing solar 

panels on our roof 

Cultivate or hire a youth  

ministry leader (we’ve had 

success with this in the past) 

Start a mentorship  

program between  

youth and older adults 

Hold regular forums 

on     diversity and 

inclusiveness 

Collaborate with other      

Lutheran and non-Lutheran 

congregations in youth    

ministry 

Rebuild / strengthen          

relationships within  

the    congregation 

  
 

 

 

 
 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 

May 14 & 15, 2021 

Grace is looking for one youth and one male adult voting member to attend this virtual 

assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken. 
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