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The Festival Worship of Christ’s Resurrection 
April 4, 2021 

We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, on Easter Sunday and every Sunday. It’s because of his 

death and resurrection that we are assured of forgiveness from our sins, and everlasting life with God. The 

liturgical colors are white, a color of triumph and glory, and gold, a color of joy. 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                  Easter Hymn                                       arr. Noël Goemanne 
Cindy Olson, Organ  

 

 

 
Easter Good News  

 

A  On Good Friday when Jesus suffered and died on the cross the light went out of the world.  Our 

sins were paid, and our salvation won; but the cost was the very life of Jesus Christ.  Christ 

suffered and died, and darkness and silence covered the world.  But darkness could not 

overcome the Light.  Death could not conquer our Lord.   On the third day Christ rose from the 

grave.  Christ’s life and glory and presence fill the world and fill our very lives.  Our hearts fill 

with joy and our voices fill with praise.  Jesus Christ lives.  Alleluia! 
 

 

 P    It is Easter Sunday and the tomb is empty.  So, we come to proclaim together: 

C    Christ is risen! 
  

A   Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C    Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
  

P    Jesus Christ is risen today!  Alleluia! 
C   Jesus Christ is risen today!  Alleluia!  Praise be to God! 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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 Gathering Hymn                “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                                         ELW 365 
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Easter Greeting 

 

P  Holy people of God, given new life through the gospel of Christ, and enlightened by the 

Spirit: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

 

Prayer of the Day 

A      Let us pray . . . O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 

C   Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

First Reading    Acts 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to 

proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name 

would reach out to all people. 

L    A reading from Acts:   
 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm: 118:14-24  (A Paraphrase for Easter) 

                               

GOD’S my strength, GOD’S also my song, and now is | my salvation. 

Hear the shouts, hear the triumph songs in the camp | of the saved? 

 

“The hand of GOD has turned the tide! The hand of GOD is | raised in victory! 

The hand of GOD has | turned the tide!”  (Refrain) 

 

I didn’t die. I lived! And now I’m telling the world | what GOD did. 

GOD tested me, and pushed me hard, but didn’t hand me o|ver to Death. 

 

Swing wide the city gates – the righteous gates!  

I’ll walk right through | and thank God! 

This Temple Gate belongs to God, 

So the victors can en|ter and praise. (Refrain) 

 

Thank you for responding to me; you’ve truly become | my salvation! 

The stone the masons discarded as flawed is | now the capstone! 

 

This is GOD’S work. We rub our eyes – we can hard|ly believe it! 

This is the very day GOD acted – let’s celebrate | and be festive! (Refrain) 
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Second Reading                                                                                          1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the 

crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the 

Risen One in the preaching of this faith. 

 

L   A reading from 1 Corinthians: 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which 

you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold 

firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

 
3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then 

he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 

though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one 

untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though 

it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim 

and so you have come to believe. 

 
 

L  The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation        Now the Green Blade Rises   ELW 379 

Stanzas 1 & 4 

Gospel Reading        John 20:1-18 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

P   A Reading from the Gospel of John. 

C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 

have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then 

Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running 

together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to 

look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and 

the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 

a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 

saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
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11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 

one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 

(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 

things to her. 
 

P The Gospel of the Risen Christ. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Message 

 

Message 
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Hymn of the Day        You Are Holy    ELW 525 
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Nicene Creed 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 

C  We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.   

       We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made.   

 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human.   

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.   

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.   

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.   

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers  
We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, 

You give us new life. 

 
A   Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

 A brief silence 
 

A    Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of 

your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds sway.  

Show strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Zion Lutheran Church, Cadillac; 

Pleasant Valley United Brethren, Lake Odessa; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear 

us, O God.    

C You give us new life. 
 

A    Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring 

it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for 

what you have made.  Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A  Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. 

Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new 

beginnings. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military:  Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  

Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Alexis and Dylan Kelmer, Austin and Aaron Endsley, 

Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance 

Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid 

or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve,  

including Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements, we give 

thanks for little Emmett Crawfrord, who was born to Cody and Myrina Crawford and joins 

brother Dexter,  Allison Domke (healthy pregnancy), Mike Fruth,  Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, 

Don Granzow, Bill Halsted, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim 

Sullivan, Dana Traub, George Ulrich Jr., Jeanette Ulrich, Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and 

Eve Wright. Assure them of your promises.  Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 

 
A  Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your 

beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 

community.  We lift our prayers now to your tender care as we say them aloud or in the silence 

of our hearts.   
 

Here other intersessions may be offered 
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A    Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 

with (Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy 

endures forever.  Hear us, O God. 

C You give us new life. 

 
P  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music               Open My Eyes                       Scott / arr. Gumma 
                   Anita Shaw and Kim Domke, Bells, Chris Bush, piano 

 

Offering Song                    I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me   ELW 860 

 

 
             
Offering Prayer 

 

A   Let us pray . . . Be known to us, O Lord, as you were made known to the disciples. 
C  Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the 

world. Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

 
P  The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 

Blessing 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P The blessing of the Lord God Almighty, the blessing of  + Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit of truth be among you and remain with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Sending Hymn              Christ is Arisen, Alleluia   ELW 364 
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Dismissal 

 

P   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
A   You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude     A Hymn of Glory, Let Us Sing         arr. Gerald Peterson 
Cindy Olson, piano 

 

Assisting Minister – Ethan Scheck 

Lector –  Mark Anton 

Cantor – Kate Watson 

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Musicians – Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Mary Kuhlman, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna 

Scheck, Ethan Scheck, Laura Scheck, Anita Shaw, Kate Watson, Kristi Winnick 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  
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On the Other Side of Fear 

The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what scholars believe to be the original 

ending of Mark. Somewhat alarmingly, the final words are “they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). If you 

crack open your Bible today, you’ll see a few other paragraphs and endings beyond this verse; 

however, Mark 16:8 is thought to have been the original end to the book. 

As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with flowers, banners, trumpets, and boisterous 

hymns, this original ending to Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t quite what we expect to find 

at the empty tomb! The end of Mark’s Easter story can feel disquieting; maybe that’s why a faithful 

person added another ending or two. 

Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who says they have never been afraid is 

either living under a rock or probably not sharing the full truth of their experience of things. As 

vulnerable human creatures, we are susceptible to fear, which can cascade into silence at our worst 

when we are most frightened. That is exactly where we meet the disciples today. 

Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said something, or else we would not be here 

worshiping at Easter. At some point joy crept up and leapt over the disciples’ terror and paralysis. 

At some point the words were blurted out and released into the air with gladness: “Christ is risen, 

alleluia!” 

Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and silence. Someone among those disciples did 

indeed proclaim the truth: Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that despair and death don’t 

have the last word. Drawn into the resurrection life of Jesus, we are invited to take part in this 

movement of God, shouting with loud praise, “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Views: 226         Weekly Giving: $3,525.00  Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 
 

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the 

fellowship hall.  Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will 

be able to enjoy communion with bread and “wine”.  Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey 

Argo for the donation.  Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact 

the church office 269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day. 

 
 

Piano & Heating 
 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  our  piano.  Most people enjoy it.  Maybe you have felt the heat when 

you come in the building.  Each of these items have needed repair.  The total for both repair on the 

heat and piano is $3,293.00.  If you would like to contribute toward these repairs, please write in 

the memo line of the check “repairs”.  Thank you for your support of keeping our ministry moving 

forward to share Christ with all. 
 

HAPPY EASTER!  The Piano and Heating bills have been PAID in full!  We are 

blessed with generous people of faith.   

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the 

homeless.  We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please 

place your clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet 

near the entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Acts today at 10:00 am.  We will 

continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.  

 

Read the New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Call the office to get your copy of 

the 2021 Daily Reading Guide. 

 

When you are in the building, we ask you to wear a mask.  To help keep the larger 

community safe, we also ask that you maintain at least a 6-foot distance from those who 

are not part of your household.  Thank you for loving your neighbor. 
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Grace Lutheran Church has suspended onsite worship.  Please join us for Sunday 

virtual worship at www.grace-hastings.org.  We hope that you are being blessed by our 

worship of God each week.  The council will vote at a future date to reimplement onsite 

worship. 

 

Looking  for  volunteers  to recite the Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed.  These will 

be used for online worship.  Please contact Pastor Ken to be taped or submit it to the him 

through e-mail. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

When do we get to return to public worship at the church building? 
  

We will be gathering for worship when  
the positivity rate is 3.0%.  

http://www.grace-hastings.org/
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Our Undeveloped Land 

 

Council decided that, for now, we will  maintain the property, 

cleaning it up twice a year, and work toward improving the path so 

that users can meander and meditate.  Thank you to members of the 

Team for their work and dedication to Grace! 

 

Is there a ministry you would like to see started at Grace 

Lutheran Church? 

 

Here are some ideas that are being considered listed below.  

Maybe you could add a couple other ideas.  Please share 

your ideas with a Council member or write them down and 

drop them off at the church office. 

 

 

 

Host a community 

garden (we are 

talking with           

Emmanuel 

Episcopal about this 

already) 

Build a picnic pavilion for 

outdoor gatherings and meals 

Return to going on 

mission 

trips 

Have the parking lot 

repaved and paid for 

Hold quarterly dinners for 

the neighborhood 

Enhance the lighting in  

the sanctuary 

Reduce our carbon 

footprint by 

installing solar 

panels on our roof 

Cultivate or hire a youth  

ministry leader (we’ve had 

success with this in the past) 

Start a mentorship  

program between  

youth and older adults 

Hold regular forums 

on     diversity and 

inclusiveness 

Collaborate with other      

Lutheran and non-Lutheran 

congregations in youth    

ministry 

Rebuild / strengthen          

relationships within  

the    congregation 

  



ES-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Food Pantry 
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele.  As many jobs  have  been  lost  

because  of  the  new  restrictions  but  in  place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes 

there will be another rise in traffic to the pantry.  Needs are: 
  

Prayer 

Chunky & Progressive Soups 

Saltine Crackers 

Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice 

Cakes and Frosting 

Brownies 

Cans of Pineapple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 

May 14 & 15, 2021 

Grace is looking for one youth and one male adult voting member to attend this virtual 

assembly. If interested, please contact Pastor Ken. 
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Let us worship the  
Risen Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 


