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Holy Trinity
May 30, 2021

Holy Trinity is the day that Christians celebrate the gift of God revealed through Jesus Christ. When Christ
came to earth, we realize we have a God who takes care of us like a loving parent, that God came to share
salvation by healing, teaching, and forgiving our sins by dying on the cross, and finally gives us continued
presence through the Holy Spirit. The colors of the day are white and gold for the purity of God and life we are
given by our gracious God.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God’s mercy is abundant, and we are blessed by the Spirit’s work to
help us realize that we are heirs of God’s grace, love, and compassion. We are given the gift of God’s
presence and today we celebrate that we are made new in a right relationship that is freely poured upon
us.

Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.

Gathering Music Holy God, We Praise Your Name setting by Paul Manz
Cindy Olson, organ

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.

P The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.

O Lord, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

® >

P Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.

HT-2



Gathering Hymn
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Prayer of the Day

Come, All You People
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Let us pray.... Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three.
Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your

presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8
L A reading from lsaiah.

This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing “Holy, holy, holy,” a song
the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all creation
to sing in praise of God’s glory. That glory is God’s mercy toward sinners.

‘In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of
his robe filled the temple. “Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they
covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. *And one called to
another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”

“The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.
°And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean
lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!”

®Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a
pair of tongs. 'The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips,
your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?”” And I said, “Here am [; send me!”

L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 29

Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,

ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
’Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;

the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. [z

°The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
°the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.

"The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
®The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;

the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. [

°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.

And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
“The LoORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.

'O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace [
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Second Reading Romans 8:12-17

In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit leads us to recognize
that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs with Christ the Son.

L A reading from Romans.

?Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—**for if you live
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. **For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. *°For you did not receive a spirit
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” *°it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, ‘’and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we
may also be glorified with him.

(L The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HT-6



Gospel Acclamation Bring Forth the Kingdom W&P 22
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Gospel Reading John 3:1-17

Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of the Spirit and
about the Son who has been sent by God to save.

® The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. “He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be
born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being
born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. ‘Do
not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” “The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” *°Jesus
answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

Hevery truly, 1 tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not
receive our testimony. *If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? “*No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. **And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, *°that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“*“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.

’“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

® The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message
Silence for reflection
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Song of the Day Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ELW 412
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Apostles Creed

We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers

We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly prays, Your
mercy is great.

@A Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence

We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and renew us, that we may be
reborn once again through the waters of baptism and the blowing wind of your Spirit. Show
strength and wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants
David and Roseanne, our synod companion University Lutheran Church, East Lansing, Solid Rock
Bible Church, Delton; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

A We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar and oak trees, for

rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they work towards a world where
all of your children enjoy peace. We pray especially for nations currently experiencing war or
turmoil. Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil
(Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and
Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla
and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and survivors of trauma or
violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD, any other mental health concerns or physical
concerns, including Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Chris Bush, Penny Burdick, Cherie Clements,
Allison Domke, who had baby John this past week, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Mike
Hoppe, Wendy Kimble, Joe Longcor, Bill Melcher, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan,
Mira Thomas (expanded skull surgery), George Ulrich Jr., Carol Vos, Deborah Wilke, Kristi
Winick, and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We pray for this worshiping community, that the splendor of your majesty and the holiness of
your mystery may be glorified through our worship and our relationships with one another.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great. (You may share your prayers at this time)

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith. We remember also those whose
lives have been lost due to the horrors of war. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

Offering of Gifts and Music Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth by Carolyn Jennings
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Offering Song

Bring Forth the Kingdom W&P 22
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Offering Prayer

A Letuspray ... Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are
given to share, and for the blessing of your presence.

Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Sharing the Peace

® The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Lord’s Prayer

® Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Mission Minutes

Blessing

P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The blessing
of the holy Trinity, -+ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude You are my All in All by Nicole Nordemen
Cindy Olson, piano

Bring Your Questions

Although Nicodemus comes to Jesus claiming to know that Jesus comes from God, it is clear from the
remainder of the conversation that he has deep questions on his heart. And after all of Jesus’ talk of
being born of water and Spirit Nicodemus almost pleads: “How can these things be?” (John 3:9).

What questions do you bring to worship with you today?

As we gather around the baptismal font, we do so with Luther’s reminder that “daily a new person is
to come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever” (Evangelical Lutheran
Worship, p. 1165). We too might ask, “How can these things be?”” Does today feel like a new day of
righteousness and purity? Does today feel any different than yesterday or the day before? Sometimes
the answer is yes, but often it does not seem there is anything “new” about any given day.

Throughout the gospels we hear about people’s responses to their encounters with Jesus. They go away
healed and rejoicing, grieving or angry. We get no such exit with Nicodemus. Jesus speaks about God’s
love for the world and is soon on the move again. What happened to Nicodemus? He will reappear in
the seventh chapter of John, defending Jesus as the leaders wonder why Jesus has not been arrested,
and in the nineteenth chapter to help lay Jesus in the tomb. In both cases today’s encounter with Jesus
is remembered. It seems that Nicodemus’s questions and his struggle to understand are the beginning
of a slow reshaping of his life.

Bring your questions to the water today. Bring your questions again and again. Dip your hands in the
water; mark yourself with the cross; know that the water and the Spirit will reshape you in ways you
may not understand today but will certainly remember in later chapters of life.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship
time, and Assisting Ministers.

The Grace Lutheran Church 2021-2022 Time and Talent Inventory is available to fill out. Please
fill out one form per household/family unit. Various blanks can be filled out with individual’s initials
or names. Be sure to include your current/continuing commitments. Please fill out and return ASAP
but not later than July 18. Hard copies are available in the Gathering Area or you can fill out on the
computer by visiting the following address:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1IFAIpQLSTyfU3pfIW20G3Y sbfoAEXkxZX6t4th4wFKEpsJPgfy
JhZVNA/viewform
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Assisting Minister — Chris Bush

Lector — Anna Scheck

Cantor — Ken Scheck

Minister of Music — Cindy Olson

Musicians — Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Mary Kuhlman, Cindy Olson, Anna Scheck, Ken
Scheck, Laura Scheck, Lexie Watson, Kate Watson

Pastor — Ken Scheck

Anyone up for a Picnic?

BRING YOUR OWN PICNIC
On June 6" the Social Activities Committee invites you to bring your own food and lawn chair.

If you need to use a chair from church, they will be available. Rain date is the following Sunday on
June 13». The picnic will be held right after second service OUTSIDE. Coffee, lemonade, and
water will be provided. It is rumored that there might be cookies provided. So come for this
outside event.

Our Undeveloped Land

Council decided that, for now, we will maintain the property,
cleaning it up twice a year, and work toward improving the path so |
that users can meander and meditate. Thank you to members of the
Team for their work and dedication to Grace!

Food Pantry
The Hastings Food Pantry is seeing an increase in clientele. As many jobs have been lost

because of the new restrictions but in place with COVID 19 the food pantry believes there
will be another rise in traffic to the pantry. Needs are:

Prayer

Chunky & Progressive Soups

Saltine Crackers

Boxes or packets of Beef or Chicken Rice
Cakes and Frosting

Brownies

Cans of Pineapple
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Grace Lutheran Church
239 E North St
Hastings MI 49058
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Website: www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, Ml

Phone: (269) 945-9414
(269) 945-2645

Pastor Ken Scheck 11

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music
May 30, 2021

Stewardship Information
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Views: 106 Weekly Giving: $3,790.00  Budget Amount: $4,227.24

We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Genesis today at 9:30 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.

Read the New Testament in Chronological Order. Call the office to get your copy of the
2021 Daily Reading Guide.

Church open for
Public Worship

May 30th!

Bring your mask, so you can sing!

COMMUNION OF TWO KINDS arrives for those who desire to come to the fellowship
hall. Thanks to a donation of grape juice (wine was not available) Grace will be able to enjoy
communion with bread and “wine”. Thanks to Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo for the donation.
Private Communion is available by appointment. Please contact the church office
269.945.9414 or Pastor Ken directly for a time and day.

Building our Ministry in Christ!
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Is there a ministry you would like to see started at Grace
Lutheran Church?

Here are some ideas that are being considered listed below.
Maybe you could add a couple other ideas. Please share your
ideas with a Council member or write them down and drop
them off at the church office.

Host a community Build a picnic pavilion for Return to going on

garden (we are outdoor gatherings and meals | mission

talking with trips

Emmanuel

Episcopal about this

already)

Have the parking lot | Hold quarterly dinners for Enhance the lighting in
repaved and paid for | the neighborhood the sanctuary

Reduce our carbon Cultivate or hire a youth Start a mentorship
footprint by ministry leader (we’ve had program between
installing solar success with this in the past) | youth and older adults

panels on our roof

Hold regular forums | Collaborate with other Rebuild / strengthen

on diversity and Lutheran and non-Lutheran | relationships within

inclusiveness congregations in youth the congregation
ministry

Grace in 2026 - Planning on it
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As the Holy Spirit continues to move us and shape our ministry, let us discern what new, or renewed,
paths we want to follow. Please consider the ideas below and indicate which ones you feel Grace
is being called to. We will develop a five-year plan to move toward the goals determined by the
congregation's response.

Interpersonal ministries (pick two):

____Host a community garden on our property

____Return to going on mission trips

____Hold quarterly dinners for the neighborhood

____Hire a youth ministry leader

____Develop a mentorship program between youth and older adults
____Hold regular forums on diversity and inclusiveness

____ Collaborate with other churches' youth ministry programs
____Rebuild / strengthen relationships within the congregation

____ Other (please enter your own idea)

Property use/improvements (pick two):

____Build a picnic pavilion for outdoor gatherings / meals
____Have the parking lot repaved and paid for
____Enhance lighting, sound, and tech in the sanctuary
____Reduce our carbon footprint by installing solar panels
____ Other (please enter your own idea)
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For in person worship ONLY

MASKS MUST BE WORN DURING SINGING. So, if you are vaccinated, you will be
asked to put on your mask. Bring those masks with you so you can singalong.

How will we check or know if someone is fully vaccinated? This is God’s House, God’s
Worship — so we simply trust that church members and friends will be truthful.

If you are not fully vaccinated or too young to have yet received your vaccination, then
PLEASE — we recommend that you wear a mask.

If you are fully vaccinated, you do not need to wear a mask. But you are still absolutely
welcome to wear a mask! Everyone should deal with these times of health concern in a manner
that makes them the most comfortable. But if fully vaccinated, you do not need to wear a
mask.

« As we begin this new step, we will still ask you to maintain social distance (our chairs
and our pews will still stay the same for now.)

« And we will still hesitate for a few Sundays as we continue to share the peace in our
Covid manner; but the days of “sharing the peace in our usual way” are not far away.

« And if any of this makes you nervous or worried, which may be the case, then please
worship online for a couple of Sundays to see how this whole process goes. Do not
feel that you must come into the building.

Worship and Music Committee
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Let us experience the 1rinity
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