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Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 13, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We are a new creation.  Yes, we have new things happening all the 

time, such as graduates going away to college or entering the work force, a middle-aged person who 

finds the need to move to a new job or even someone a little bit older retiring.  These things that are 

new are from a human point of view, but God makes us new even in our weakness, dying and suffering.  

God walks with us and gives us new and abundant life.  Let us each know the love of God!  

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music         
 

  

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

  

P  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

  

A  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn               Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                ELW  519 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

A    Let us pray…. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. 

C    Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to 

those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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First Reading                                Ezekiel 17:22-24 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone from Judah’s royal 

family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the 

holy temple. 

 
L A reading from Ezekiel. 
 

 

22Thus says the Lord GOD:  

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 

to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

 2to herald your love in the morning 

and your faithfulness at night; 

 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

and to the melody of the harp. 

 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
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12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 

they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 

my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 
 

 

Second Reading                  2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human perspective 

but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s 

new creation. 
 

L A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it 

our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 

receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 

have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 

him who died and was raised for them. 

 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia.  Alleluia. Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 

souls. Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading                              Mark 4:26-34 
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of 

sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

 
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 
31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak 

to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 

 

Apostles Creed 

 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, 

Your mercy is great. 

A     Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good news 

of your grace may root and grow throughout the world.  Show strength and wisdom to our church 

leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod 

companion Grace Lutheran Church, East Tawas, St .Ambrose Catholic Church, Delton; Minister 

of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 

 
A   Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil 

to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. Hear 

us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 

 

A  Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard those 

under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Protect the lives of 

those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements),Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and 

Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on 

you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness, 

including Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Chris Bush, Cherie 

Clements, Mike Fruth,  The Gary Edwards Family (Kay Howell’s son-in-law), Karl Golnek, Lisa 

Golnek, Mike Hoppe, Wendy Kimble, Douglas and Maddie Lydy, Joe Longcor,, Bill Melcher, Gale 

Morway, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, Kristi 

Winick, and Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 

 

 



P2-8 

A Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our church 

musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of children, 

the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. (You may share your prayers 

at this time) 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We look 

forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

 

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

P   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 

Blessing 
 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song                        Go Tell It on the Mountain    ELW 290 

 

Dismissal 

  
A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                
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Cradle of Life 
 

In the parables of the growing seed and the mustard seed we hear Jesus using agricultural imagery to 

give us some sense of what the kingdom of God is about. Our reflections and interpretations of these 

parables usually focus on what they tell us about God’s kingdom and how God works in our lives. 

From these two parables we can gather that the kingdom grows. More specifically, we may say that 

God provides harvest and shelter. One of the points of parables is to engage our thinking and to keep 

us asking questions. What else might we see here? 

 

The mustard seed grows into a shrub in which birds can make nests. Bird nests are one of the small 

wonders of this world. The sort of nest one might find in a tree may be made from sticks, grasses, and 

spider webs. The bird gathers all of this and may add saliva to weave it into a well-shaped cup to cradle 

the eggs that will hatch into new life. All of this is done with a beak and two feet. In these nests we 

see resourcefulness, patience, skill, and elegant design. In the shade of the mustard bush the bird has 

the freedom to construct something beautiful, practical, and life-giving. 

 

Perhaps this is part of what it means for us to live in God’s kingdom. Through Jesus we are given the 

freedom to use our gifts to make beautiful, practical, life-giving things. We build houses and 

neighborhoods, families and relationships; we make art and music, friendships and promises. In the 

shade of grace we are given space to thrive, not simply for our own sake, but for the sake of the world. 

We can gather in the things of resurrection life: forgiveness, kindness, mercy, compassion, and love. 

Woven together these acts of faith lead to hope, and hope is always a cradle for new life. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 38     Views: 92          Weekly Giving:  $5,316.00      Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Genesis today at 9:30 am.  We will 

continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.  

 

Read the New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Call the office to get your copy of the 

2021 Daily Reading Guide. 
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8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Randy Teegardin  Assisting Minister – Mark Anton 

Lector – Bill Freedlund Lector – Sandy Mosteller 

Cantor – Cindy Olson  Cantor – Cindy Olson 

Musician – Cindy Olson    Musician – Cindy Olson  

Pastor – Ken Scheck II Pastor – Ken Scheck II 

 

 

Spread the word that Grace is open for Public Worship! 
Bring your mask, so you can sing! 

 
 

We celebrate our graduates!  Gabe Barnaart. Gavin and Grayson Patton have graduated from high 

school.  If you want to send a card, you are welcome to send them directly.  We are blessed that we 

can recognize these fine gentlemen, and we ask God’s speed to be sent to each of them.    

 

Fill the Grocery Bag.  The Outreach Committee invites you to support the Hastings Food Bank.  

Grocery bags are available with a list of items you can purchase.  You do not need to purchase all 

items.  These are suggested items that you can purchase.  Please have all paper bags back to Grace by 

June 27.  Thanks for helping feed the hungry. 

 

Mark your calendars for the annual meeting on July 18th at 9:30 am.  In addition to in person we 

will have Zoom available for members to attend by either video or calling in. 

 

AUTO SHOW Sunday, July 25th.  Join us for Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual Car, Truck and 

Motorcycle show.  See the flyer in the Gathering Area for detailed information.  We will have a meal 

provided by Thrivent Financial.  We hope to see you there! Volunteer signup sheet is posted. 

 

Seeking Readers, Fellowship Providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), Ushers, Greeters and Assisting Ministers.  
 

 

Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life.  Mark your calendars on Saturday, August 7, 2021.  

The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m.  This is a free event for all 

participates. 
 

The Grace Lutheran Church 2021-2022 Time and Talent Inventory is available to fill out.  Please 

fill out one form per household/family unit. Various blanks can be filled out with individual’s initials 

or names. Be sure to include your current/continuing commitments.  Please fill out and return ASAP 

but not later than July 18.  Hard copies are available in the Gathering Area or you can fill out on the 

computer by visiting the following address: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfy

jhZVNA/viewform 


