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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 20, 2021
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the
church and the fruits of the Spirit.
WELCOME TO WORSHIP! God invites us to understand how creation is ordered and given to us
so that we enjoy the beauty and wonder of the world. We are also invited to marvel at the gift that
God has not rejected us but continues to work for our redemption. Let us celebrate that we are given
new and refreshing life even in the midst of hardship, trials, and tribulations. God is with us and will
not abandon us. Praise be to God!
Welcome/Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

arr. Becki Slagle Mayo

Greeting
The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
C And also with you.
A O Lord, open our lips,
C and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
P Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
C that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
A Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God,
C who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection.
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Gathering Hymn

Eternal Father, Strong to Save

ELW 756

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. O God of creation, eternal majesty, you preside over land and sea, sunshine and
storm.
By your strength pilot us, by your power preserve us, by your wisdom instruct us, and by
your hand protect us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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First Reading

Job 38:1-11

At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering
Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation, describing
God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty.
L A reading from Job.
1

The LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:
2
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3
Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
6
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
7
when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
4

“Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb?—
9
when I made the clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10
and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors,
11
and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?”
8

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
1
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
2
Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3

gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
23
Some went down to the sea in ships,
plying their trade in deep waters.
24

They beheld the works of the LORD,
God’s wonderful works in the deep.
25
Then God spoke, and a stormy wind arose,
which tossed high the waves of the sea.
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26

They mounted up to the heavens and descended to the depths;
their souls melted away in their peril.
27
They staggered and reeled like drunkards,
and all their skill was of no avail.
28

Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD,
and you delivered them from their distress.
29
You stilled the storm to a whisper
and silenced the waves of the sea.
30

Then were they glad when it grew calm,
when you guided them to the harbor they desired.
31
Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
32

Let them exalt you in the assembly of the people;
in the council of the elders, let them sing hallelujah!

Second Reading

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Paul and his fellow workers experience great hardships and even rejection while carrying out their missionary
work. Nevertheless, Paul continuously proclaims that God has not rejected us but is graciously working for our
salvation.
L A reading from 2 Corinthians.
1

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,
5
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience,
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.
We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
11

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. 12There is no restriction
in our affections, but only in yours. 13In return—I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5

Gospel Acclamation Spoken

Alleluia!

Alleluia. Alleluia. Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation. Alleluia.
Gospel Reading

Mark 4:35-41

Jesus’ calming of the storm on the sea reveals his power over evil, since the sea represents evil and chaos. The
boat on the sea is a symbol of the church and invites us to trust God amid life’s turbulence.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

When evening had come, [Jesus said to the disciples,] “Let us go across to the other side.” 36And
leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with
him. 37A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. 38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him,
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the
sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are
you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one another,
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
35

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection

Apostles Creed
A We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus:
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly prays,
A

Your mercy is great.
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence

A

Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray for the mission
of the church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may be made known to all peoples.
Give wisdom to our church leaders, including Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and
Roseanne, our synod companion Grace Lutheran Church, East Tawas, St .Ambrose Catholic
Church, Delton; Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A You laid the foundations of the earth, and the waters are the womb of creation. The morning stars

sing your name and all creation shouts for joy. We pray for your blessed creation, that it may
continue to flourish and magnify your glory. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A You keep watch over all nations. We pray for countries experiencing violence, hunger, and unrest.

Guide worldwide and local community organizations in their efforts to establish safety and justice.
Protect the lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody
and Myrina Crawford (Clements),Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas),
Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A You are close to the brokenhearted and near to those in distress. We pray for those who are

experiencing oppression. Liberate us from the systems and chains that bind us. Remove the
barriers that separate us from one another. We especially lift to you: Vickey Argo, Walter Brown,
Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, The
Gary Edwards Family (Kay Howell’s son-in-law), Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry
Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Wendy Kimble, Douglas and Maddie Lydy, Bill Melcher, The Gale Morway
Family, Corrina Palmer, Jane Secor, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George
Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
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A You dwell with us in this faith community. We pray for our leaders and elders. Grant them

knowledge, patience, and kindness, that through their leadership you may be exalted in this
assembly. (You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A Your love endures in all situations. On this Father’s Day, we pray for those who are fathers or wish

to be fathers, for those with broken or strained relationships, for those who are missing their
fathers, and for fathers who have lost children. Bless and strengthen them. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
C Amen.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence.
C Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through

Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name forever.
C Amen.
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P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim that Jesus is among us.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C Thanks be to God.
We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ

Prayer after Communion
P Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table.
C Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors
with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Mission Minutes
Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The blessing

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Song

My Life Flows on in Endless Song

ELW 763

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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arr. Anna Laura Page

Just as We Are
Jesus spent a day beside the sea teaching, and then the disciples took him in a boat “just as he was”
(Mark 4:36). These are easy words to skip past between the wisdom of parables and the stilling of the
sea. After a day of teaching to the masses, Jesus was tired. Indeed, he fell asleep in the boat. Perhaps
he was hungry. He was already being followed everywhere by an ever-growing crowd, given little
time to himself for rest. It was Jesus, “just as he was,” who calmed the storm. This was not the
transfigured Jesus or the resurrected Jesus, but the fully human (and fully divine) Jesus after a long
day.
Psalm 139 reminds us that we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” (v. 14). Yet we often struggle to
let people encounter us just as we are. Some of us have been conditioned to believe that “just as you
are” is not good enough, smart enough, or worthy of attention, credit, or love. Others have been praised
for perfection and must strive to maintain that image.
Most of us have some way of hiding bits of ourselves and our experiences. This may look like a wall
of silence and a minimum of words, or a flood of information that reveals no more than the silence.
We have all learned to live with a mixture of our own secrets, doubts, fears, and hopes. Our public
selves reveal some, but not all, of who we are.
What if “just as we are” is exactly where we are most powerful and most able to bless others? What if
“just as we are” is where we are most able to bring grace and peace to our families, friends, coworkers,
and neighbors? Come to worship today just as you are, and know that is right where Jesus meets you
and calls you into service.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Stewardship Information
Attendance: 46

Views: 116

Weekly Giving: $2,711.00

Budget Amount: $4,227.24

We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Genesis today at 9:30 am. We will
continue to meet in the Gathering Area for the study.
Read the New Testament in Chronological Order. Call the office to get your copy of the
2021 Daily Reading Guide.
GraceGrams are available in your mailboxes.
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8:00 am
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Mark Anton
Cantor – Ken Scheck
Musician – Jeanette Markwart
Pastor – Ken Scheck II

10:45 am
Assisting Minister – Traci Wales
Lector – Carol Vos
Cantor – Ken Scheck
Musician – Jeanette Markwart
Pastor – Ken Scheck II

Today is the last day for the requirement of wearing your mask. Next week the worship and music
committee voted to follow the CDC and Michigan State law allowing all people to enter the building
mask free. You are welcome to wear a mask. Please do so if it makes you more comfortable.
Called to the Church Triumphant our brother in Christ Gale Morway. Worship is here on
Thursday, June 24th at 11 am.
Fill the Grocery Bag. The Outreach Committee invites you to support the Hastings Food Bank.
Grocery bags are available with a list of items you can purchase. These are suggested items that you
might purchase. Please have all paper bags back to Grace by June 27. Thanks for helping feed the
hungry. If you would like to deliver to the pantry, we will deliver the food after the 10:45 worship
next Sunday.
New devotionals are ready for pick up. Thanks to the Outreach committee for providing these.
We are canvassing our neighborhood on Thursday, July 8th at 6-8 pm to invite our neighbors to
the Car Show. If interested, please tell Pastor Ken or Pastor Mike.
Mark your calendars for the annual meeting on July 18th at 9:30 am. In addition to in person we
will have Zoom available for members to attend by either video or calling in.
AUTO SHOW Sunday, July 25th. Join us for Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual Car, Truck and
Motorcycle show. See the flyer in the Gathering Area for detailed information. We will have a meal
provided by Thrivent Financial. We hope to see you there! Volunteer signup sheet is posted.
Seeking Readers, Fellowship Providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time),
Ushers, Greeters and Assisting Ministers.
Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life. Mark your calendars on Saturday, August 7, 2021.
The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m. This is a free event for all
participates. You can start receiving luminary bags.
The Grace Lutheran Church 2021-2022 Time and Talent Inventory is available to fill out. Please
fill out one form per household/family unit. Various blanks can be filled out with individual’s initials
or names. Be sure to include your current/continuing commitments. Please fill out and return ASAP
but not later than July 18. Hard copies are available in the Gathering Area or you can fill out on the
computer by visiting the following address:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfy
jhZVNA/viewform
12

