JULy & AUGUST 2021
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
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God’s True
Freedom is
coming.
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Freedom is
coming.
O yes, I know.
Traditional
South African hymn

Deadline for the
September GraceGram
is August 17, 2021.
Send your articles to
Wendy Kimble at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Live in harmony with one another, in one accord with Christ Jesus.
Romans 15:5
Grace Car Show - 25 July 2021
The Sixth “Annual” Grace Car Show is being planned for July 25th. You will notice
that it falls intentionally on a Sunday again this year, so that more members of the
congregation can be a part of the event, and to continue our efforts to put Grace in
the midst of the “public square.” The people of Hastings and beyond need to
experience the Grace of God, as we worship and serve our awesome God.
Some may still question if we should do this, but I think about Jesus and how he
visited the outcast, rejected and outsider. So, our hope is that we can engage those
who might feel outside the church. The Car Show begins at 9:00 am and runs to
about 3:00 pm.
During the show, the people of God here at Grace will gather on the front lawn for
worship, inviting anyone and everyone to join us in the worship and praise of our
Triune God. After worship we will gather with our neighbors for a lunch brought
to you by Thrivent and our own Social Activities Committee, sharing a variety of
foods from the grill from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm.
Invite your friends and neighbors to this event. If you would like to donate food,
help serve or help clean up there is a sign up sheet in the Gathering Area
Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.
Remember to mark your calendar for one service at 10:00 AM which will be “under
the tent” with an open invitation for car show attendees and spectators to join us in
our worship service.
What car did the disciples ride in?
They were in an ACCORD.
(see Romans 15:5)
Hope to see you there for a fun time,
fellowship, good food and sharing the
grace of God with our neighbors.
Pastor Ken +
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Save The Date

The 2021 Annual Meeting is
scheduled for
Sunday, July 18th at 9:30 a.m.
Please plan to attend
If you plan to attend in person, please know that
we will clean the worship center before the
meeting. If you chose to log in with Zoom either
by video or by calling here is the information you
need to log into the meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting video:
https://capital.zoom.us/j/92560124792

Do to
others as
you
would
have
them do
to you.

Annual Picnic
at
Phil & Amy
Poholski’s home
6810 Highland View
Middleville, MI

August 15

12 Noon after the 2nd
Worship Service

Luke 6:31

Meeting ID: 925 6012 4792 phone:
+19292056099

Enjoying food and fellowship.

New Addresses
George and Phyllis Lietz
564 Trophy Lane
Poteet, TX 78065
Carolyn O’Conner
1252 N. Cochran #118
Charlotte, MI 48813

Car Show
At
Grace Lutheran
July 25th

Worship 10 am
Registration 9 am
Food 11:30—12:30 pm

Called to the Church Triumphant
Our brother in Christ

Gale Morway

Seeking Ministers
of Christ
We are seeking people who
are willing to serve in the
church in many capacities.
We need:
Readers,
Fellowship Providers
(make coffee & lemonade),
Ushers,
Greeters and
Assisting Ministers and
much more!

Thanks!
We constantly give
thanks to God.
1 Thessalonians 2:13
We are blessed with
many who share their
time and talent. The
property committee
members, spread
mulch, weeded, stained
baseboard and installed it recently. We are
so appreciative of their time.
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Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Homebound:

Military:

Vivian Allerding

Thornapple Manor, Room #422
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings

Donna Buehl

Thornapple Cottages Rm 703

Ilene Hilson

Thornapple Manor, Rm #105

Wes Gillons
Opal Gillons

Thornapple Cottages Rm 700
Thornapple Manor Sugarbush

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville

Joyce Daugherty

River Inn Adult Foster Care
241 W Grand Ledge Hwy
Sunfield MI 48890

Don Granzow

Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings

Carolyn O’Connor

Hope Landing
1252 N. Cochran #118
Charlotte, MI 48813

Lois VonSeggern

3313 Parchmount Ave
Kalamazoo MI 49004

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Terry Bushee
Jan Schreiner
Robert Bolton
Linda Trongo
Molly Patton
Michael Kemper
Sharon Palmer
Joseph Pruitt
Phyllis Lietz
Lisa Golnek
Anna Scheck
Frank Bolton
Kim Ogden
Luke Poholski
John Poholski
Lydia Markwart

Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl
Kayla & Lance Champaco
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina & Cody Crawford

Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Cindy and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Grandniece of Karen and Bill Halstead & Jan Schreiner
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
7/03
7/03
7/07
7/07
7/08
7/09
7/12
7/14
7/16
7/17
7/17
7/25
7/25
7/29
7/30
7/30

Doris Allerding
Erika Wood
Joyce Proksch
Randy Teegardin
George Lietz
Ethan Scheck
Joberta Converse
Gannon Markwart
Dick Melcher
Carol Vos
Diane Neeb
Virginia Henion

8/1
8/4
8/7
8/8
8/12
8/15
8/19
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/28

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
Clyde and Kate Watson
Randy and Brenda Teegardin
Rick and Sharon Palmer

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Doug and Diane Neeb

Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)

8/10
8/16
8/18

07/08
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Thriving Beyond Covid
God, who by the power at work within us, is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.
Ephesians 3:20
Who could have imagined that a microscopic virus named Covid -19 would cause so much disruption in
our world, our lives, and our churches? Weariness, grief, uncertainty, and even division have become
viral as we struggle to recover. The long -term impact of Covid on congregations remains uncertain, but
I am convinced that the attitude and spirit of church leaders and members as we respond to this crisis will play a key
role as we navigate the challenges ahead.
In two of its definitions for “crisis,” the Merriam -Webster dictionary connects crisis with opportunity:
the turning point for better or worse and the defining moment. The Chinese characters for “crisis” capture this
connection as well: Danger and Opportunity. Albert Einstein saw the connection too: “In the midst of every
crisis, lies great opportunity.”
We need to get in the right frame of mind to see beyond this crisis to an unprecedented opportunity to
move from death to resurrection in the church. It is time to begin an exciting Spirit -powered journey to
trust God to empower our dreams and to rise up to embrace opportunities.
Fear, worry, and doubt can deflate the corporate spirit, derailing dreams, and diminishing impact. If
fear, doubt, and worry become the dominant spirit in our congregation, they will undermine the faith,
optimism and hope that sustains us. When faith takes a back seat to fear, the focus shifts to our diminishing
resources and our mission is compromised. On the back side of this page (GRACE IN 2026) you will find
some hope and goals for Grace Lutheran Church. I am inviting you to remain faithful, trusting that God
will provide more than we ever would need.
We need to address fear, doubt and worry as a first step on the path to congregational renewal in any
season, but especially now. What are some of your fears, doubts and worries? I would love to walk
with you and share in your life in Christ. We need to release negative emotions so that our re -gathering
and our renewal process that Grace Lutheran Church is undertaking becomes an opportunity for us to
share in ministry.
When we expose our fears, worries, and doubts to the light by sharing them with one another and with
God, we can share love with one another and in God’s mission.
By sharing with others, we discover that we do not walk alone and are encouraged . By being vulnerable with
God we open the door for God’s power to take over so that these emotions do not hold us back and undermine
our re-gathering / renewal efforts. It is time to let go of the burdens and embrace the future. God wants
to empower us to live by faith and trust the Spirit to empower our dreams.
In this season, let us embrace and believe Paul’s witness in Romans 8:28 that God makes all things work
together for good and in Ephesians 3:20 that by the power at work within us, God is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine.
We can’t move back to the church we used to be. We must move forward to the Church God is calling
us to become.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Ken +
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Grace in 2026 - Planning on it
As the Holy Spirit continues to move us and shape our ministry, let us discern what new, or renewed, paths we want to
follow. Please consider the ideas below and indicate which ones you feel Grace is being called to. We will develop a
five-year plan to move toward the goals determined by the congregation's response. THANK YOU FOR YOUR RESPONSE.
HERE ARE THE RESPONSES SO FAR.
Interpersonal ministries (pick two):
_6 _ Host a community garden on our property
_6 _ Return to going on mission trips
_13_ Hold quarterly dinners for the neighborhood
_5 _ Hire a youth ministry leader
_2 _ Develop a mentorship program between youth and older adults
_7 _ Hold regular forums on diversity and inclusiveness
_9 _ Collaborate with other churches' youth ministry programs
_16_ Rebuild / strengthen relationships within the congregation
*Other (please enter your own idea)
New idea
• Develop property with paths to walk and enjoy the solitude…Have a box with information about Grace available, inviting them visitors to attend Grace.
• Valet Service in winter for elderly….park cars for them and retrieve the cars at the end of worship.
Property use/improvements (pick two):
_9 _ Build a picnic pavilion for outdoor gatherings / meals
_24_ Have the parking lot repaved and paid for
_20_ Enhance lighting, sound, and tech in the sanctuary
_8 _ Reduce our carbon footprint by installing solar panels
* Other (please enter your own idea)
New idea
• Update playground equipment
(make it safe and inviting to young families.
As you can see, the two primary goals at this time are to rebuild and strengthen relationships within the congregation
and have the parking lot repaved and paid for. We will continue to ask God’s direction for our congregation and listen
to the Holy Spirit’s calling. This could be a challenge for us as we come out of the pandemic, but we need to have faith
that God will provide an abundance.

Please join the Domke Family
For an Open House ~ Meet and Greet of
JOHN FREDERICK DOMKE
When: Sunday, July 18 @ 3-5pm
Where: Grace Lutheran Fellowship hall
Who: all who want to wish Luke, Allison and John a “Happy Birthing
Day”… John came 3 weeks early, born on May 28, 2021.
Your many prayers are appreciated!
Open to all but, please RSVP to Kim Domke to help
with the preparations. 269-908-0024
No gifts necessary, however, they are registered at Target.
In lieu of cards...please consider a book for John.

Youth Outing?
If you are interested in having a
youth outing or putting one
together, contact Pastor Ken. Let’s
see what type of fun we can have
together as the people of God.
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President’s Ponderings –

Chris Bush

This is my last column as Grace’s President, unless I am voted into this position again in the future. I’ve had a lot
on my mind lately, as my term winds down and I think about what’s next – for Grace, for the leadership, and for
me.
Talking with a church friend the other day, we reflected
on our time at Grace and how the face of the
congregation has changed over the years. People have
moved away, changed church membership, or passed
away, but Grace has welcomed new members as well.
Where we lose a voice, a talent, or a presence, we
gain a new brother or sister, growing and stretching as a
community, doing evolving and exciting ministries.
Our leadership prayerfully listens for God’s direction and
adjusts our speed and bearing accordingly to bring about
the vision given us. This discernment sometimes occurs
with brilliant clarity and other times occurs only after much discussion and thought. I am thankful for those who
have served on Council, who have wrestled with decisions we needed to make, and who have participated in the
life of this congregation.
I remember a younger version of myself: shy, hesitant, more ready to be led than to lead. (Yes, I really was like
that, many years ago!) Following my faith and having a church life helped form me into who I am today. But it
was not a solo journey: many people have impacted my faith and caused me to think in different ways, to see
other perspectives. And God’s not done with me yet. So, thanks be to God, and to Grace, for this great journey
so far!

Why make a donation for a LUMINARIA?
•

To Honor & Remember a Loved one.
• To celebrate a Caregiver.
• Peace For the Survivors
• Hope for the Fighters
• Prayers for the Taken
• Strength for the Caregivers

The American Cancer Society, like every other non-profit has had a difficult year in
2020. Your donations help not only with research for a CURE, but also for Fighters
and Caregivers with free services. HELP is only a Phone Call away…..They are
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Call American Cancer Society at 800.227.2345
or live chat with questions @ cancer.org
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Remembering
Gale Morway
Some facts about Gale, you might not
know about. He lived with his mother,
Ethyl. He really loved helping people,
his mother and people in the nursing
home. He especially loved helping Linda Trongo our former church secretary. Ethyl and Gale would help Linda
with the GraceGram, along with Mary
Rider and myself. We enjoyed our
company, even stuffing envelopes at
certain times.
One of Gale’s favorite things was to
take bus trips with a bunch of people out of Riverbend. They saw the
New York Rockettes at Christmas
time, Gaither Gospel Concerts, and a
lot of country music groups. Gale
loved to watch NASCAR on T.V. One of
his jobs was mixing batter for Kentucky
Fried Chicken. Gale was given some
awards for the fine job he did with the
company.
Gale LOVED his church family. Gale
ushered, helped decorate the church
at Christmas time, enjoyed carrying
food to the tables at different dinners, loved to pour coffee for others,
liked to clear the tables, geranium sale,
and as a “gopher” for the pasty sale.
Gale worked well with kids and adults
alike.
Gale went on several Mission Trips
with Grace and helped everyone he
could. Gale went to Jerusalem with us.
One place Gale worked was the prison,
making sure people had Bee spray on.
If you got stung, Gale had ice ready for
you. He carried scrap and garbage
right along with everyone. He really
was a servant of God, who loved to
serve God. I am sure it is well with
Gale’s soul!!!

God for such a kind
friend. Love, Kay Howell.
Thank you

Barry County Relay For Life, Saturday, August 7, 2021 at Tyden
Park in Hastings, 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m. FREE for all to participate.
Survivor Lap at 6pm (free dinner to follow...you must register online for this)
Luminaria Lap at 9pm
Register to walk or support our Grace walkers partnering with a
team from Thornapple Credit Union www.relayforlife.org/barrymi
• Luminaria available at Grace in June and July for $10 a bag
• Donate new or gently used items for the silent auction
(contact Kim Domke)

Follow information on

Barry County Relay For Life 2021
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Let us celebrate the true freedom we have in
Christ Jesus.

“For freedom, Christ has set us free.”

Galatians 5:1
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Let us celebrate the Love of God!

Executive Committee:
President: Chris Bush
Vice President: Randy Teegardin
Secretary: Shayna Gibbons
Treasurer: Ed Domke

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:00 am and 10:45 am
Worship also
On line:

Our Staff:
Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org

www.grace-hastings.org

Church Council

Wendy Kimble
Parish Administrator
Mon – Thurs 10AM - 1PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Members/Liaisons
Vickey Argo
(Congregational Care)
Doug Neeb (Property)
Gary Golnek (Outreach)
Angela Pruitt (Youth & Family)
Bill Freedlund (Small Groups)
Clyde Watson (Stewardship)

Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music

IN PERSON
WORSHIP
Continues!

Deborah Wilke (Social Activities)
Jamie Heise (Worship)

Grace Lutheran
Church

239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:
www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645

IN PERSON WORSHIP 8:00 am & 10:45 am
On line worship continues at www.grace-hastings.org

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

