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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 4, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We celebrate the grace that is given us through Jesus Christ.  Even in 

tough times, we see the love of God which dwells with us.  Let us be bold and share that love with all 

people.  We give God thanks for the generous life we have received even when we do not deserve it. 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music  8:00 am                                                                                        Kristi Winick, piano                   

10:45 am                                                  Change My Heart, O God                            arr. Mark Hayes 
                                                                                                                                         Jeanette Markwart, piano                   

  

Greeting 
The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

  

P  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

  

A  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 



Gathering Hymn                                How Firm a Foundation                          ELW 796 
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Prayer of the Day 

A    Let us pray…. God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your 

kingdom. 

C    Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and 

peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

First Reading                Ezekiel 2:1-5 
 

In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of God 

appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during 

this vision. The prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear. 
 

L A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And when he spoke 

to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, 

Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; 

they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent 

and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 
5Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has 

been a prophet among them. 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 

Psalm 123 

 

1To you I lift up my eyes, 

to you enthroned in the heavens. 
2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,  

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show us your mercy. 

 
3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, 

for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
4too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, 

and of the derision of the proud. 
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Second Reading        2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
 

Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses attention on how the 

power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter what our 

circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us. 
 

L A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was caught up into Paradise and heard things 

that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but 

on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a 

fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than 

what is seen in me or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. 

Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 

to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that 

it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities 

for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong. 

 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia.  Alleluia. I will boast gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in 

me.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospel Reading                              Mark 6:1-13 
At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim God’s word and 

relieve affliction. 
 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began to teach in 

the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? 

What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! 
3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and 

are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets 

are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 
5And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured 

them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.  
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Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to send them out 

two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for 

their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to 

put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 
11If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that 

is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 
13They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Message 
Silence for reflection 
 

Apostles Creed 

A  We confess our faith as one body in Christ Jesus: 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, 

Your mercy is great. 

A     Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and languages 

as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that your gospel may be 

proclaimed throughout the earth. Help our church leaders to reach out to all people, especially 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Frankfort and Zion Lutheran Church, Freeland, St. Cyril Catholic Church, 

Nashville and St. Edwards Catholic Church, Lake Odessa, Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor 

Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A   God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the moon 

and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of the cosmos 

that remain unknown to us. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A  God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms of spiritual, 

social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver us from all forms 

of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of liberation and wholeness. Protect the 

lives of those who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements),Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and 

Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity with the 

disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and bring 

wholeness to those in need especially Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Gary Burdick, Penny Burdick, 

Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, The Gary Edwards Family (Kay 

Howell’s son-in-law), Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Wendy 

Kimble, Douglas and Maddie Lydy, Bill Melcher, The Gale Morway Family, Corrina Palmer, 

Jane Secor, Vicky Saucier, Mike Shoemaker, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, 

Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Surround them with your unwavering presence.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our outreach 

ministries Family Promise, Green Street Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity and others we help 

in Hastings. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors. (You may share 

your prayers at this time) 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us towards 

freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community organizers, and all who 

strive for liberty for all. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 

Prayer after Communion 

P   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mission Minutes 
 

Blessing 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Page 9 



 

Sending Song                          God’s Work, Our Hands                     ACS 1000 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dismissal 

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    8:00 am                                                                                                     Kristi Winick, piano                   

10:45 am                             God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                          Anna Laura Page 
                                                                                                                                         Jeanette Markwart, piano                   



 

Dependence Day 

 
Today marks the 245th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence by the American colonies. 

Celebrations in the United States will mark the historical claiming of independence, but also will 

highlight aspects of American national identity such as individualism. 

 

On this day when many in the United States revel in independence, we encounter a gospel story 

grounded entirely in dependence. Jesus does not send out disciples on their own, but rather as pairs. 

He orders them to take nothing with them except what they are wearing. As they travel from place to 

place, they will be entirely dependent on the hospitality of those they encounter for food, water, shelter, 

and other needs that arise along the way. 

 

As they cast out demons and heal people, it is not through their own power, but their dependence on 

Jesus. Even Jesus has a touch of dependence in this story. The people of Nazareth cannot see past the 

little boy he was, to the powerful prophet and teacher he has become. This somehow limits the deeds 

of power he can accomplish among them. The expectations of the town’s people seem to get in the 

way. 

 

The risen Jesus certainly breaks all sorts of expectations, and Martin Luther’s explanation of the third 

article of the creed reminds us that it is not by our own power that we come to faith, but that the Holy 

Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian church” (Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship, p. 1162). 

 

Our gospel for today, alongside Luther’s reflection, reminds us that part of the gift of life we have in 

Christ is community—dependent, loving, compassionate, frustrating, messy, blessed community. We 

call this community the church, the body of Christ. All its members are gifted, all of them necessary, 

all of them dependent on one another. In this dependence is strength, joy, and hope. Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 47     Views: 88       Weekly Giving:  $6,836.00      Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 
 

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  
 

Adult Forum will continue a study on the book of Genesis today at 9:30 am.  We will 

continue to meet in the room off the Gathering Area for the study.  
 

Read the New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Call the office to get your copy of the 

2021 Daily Reading Guide. 
 

Fill the Grocery Bag ends today.  If you want to help deliver to the Hastings Food Bank, there is a 

group going after the 10:45 am worship service today. 

 

Annual Reports are available in the Gathering Area and posted online.  Mark your calendars 

for the annual meeting on July 18th at 9:30 am.  In addition to in person we will have Zoom available 

for members to attend by either video or calling in. 

 

Wendy Kimble is retiring.  Let’s send her off, as we celebrate the gift she was to Grace Lutheran 

Church.  She and Gary will be here for the Car Show. 

 

AUTO SHOW Sunday, July 25th.  Join us for Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual Car, Truck and 

Motorcycle show.  See the flyer in the Gathering Area for detailed information.  We will have a meal 

provided by Thrivent Financial.  We hope to see you there! Volunteer signup sheet is posted. 

 

Seeking Readers, Fellowship Providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), Ushers, Greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

 

 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – ______________  Assisting Minister – ______________ 

Lector – ______________ Lector – ______________ 

Cantor – Ken Scheck II  Cantor – Ken Scheck II 

Musician – Kristi Winick   Musician – Jeanette Markwart  

Pastor – Ken Scheck II Pastor – Ken Scheck II 

 

 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Page 11 



 

The 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, July 18th at 9:30 a.m.  If you 

plan to attend in person, please know that we will clean the worship center before the meeting.  If you 

chose to log in with Zoom either by video or by calling here is the information you need to log into 

the meeting. 
  

Join Zoom Meeting video:  https://capital.zoom.us/j/92560124792 

phone:  Meeting ID: 925 6012 4792    + 1 (929) 205-6099. 

  

 

The Grace Lutheran Church 2021-2022 Time and Talent Inventory is available to fill out.  Please 

fill out one form per household/family unit. Various blanks can be filled out with individual’s initials 

or names. Be sure to include your current/continuing commitments.  Please fill out and return ASAP 

but not later than July 18.  Hard copies are available in the Gathering Area or you can fill out on the 

computer by visiting the following address: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfy

jhZVNA/viewform 
 

 

Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life.  Mark your calendars on Saturday, August 7, 2021.  

The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m.  This is a free event for all 

participates. 

 

From the Worship and Music Committee 
 

TODAY WE RETURN TO “NORMAL” COMMUNION PRACTICES. 
 

NEXT WEEK WE SHARE THE PEACE IN OUR USUAL WAY. 
 

 

You are invited to wear your mask if it makes you more comfortable. 
 

• We continue to ask you to maintain social distance (our chairs and our pews will 

still stay the same for now.) 
 

• If any of this makes you nervous or worried, which may be the case, then please 

continue to worship online.  Do not feel that you must come into the building. 
 

Sincerely, Worship and Music Committee 
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