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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 11, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  God uses the ordinary among us to share God’s grace through Jesus 

Christ.  We are the weak and powerless ones who share God’s word of salvation.  We might be called 

to suffer as we minister in the world. 

 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music             Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                Cindy Olson, Organ     
 

  

Greeting 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P   The grace of God that extends to all nations in Christ Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

  

P  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

  

A  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn      Gather Us In                 ELW 532 
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Prayer of the Day 

 

P    Let us pray…. O God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages and cultures you created all 

people in your image.  Thank you for giving us Sarah and Abraham, as the mother and father of 

our faith.  Take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts; unite us in the bonds of love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

First Reading         Genesis 1:1-5 

 

L A reading from Genesis. 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news 

for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and 

continues to create new life. 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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R = Refrain 

 

 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 
1LORD, you have | searched me out; 

O LORD, you | have known me. 

  2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 

   you discern my thoughts | from afar. 

 
3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 

and are acquainted with | all my ways. 

  4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 

   but you, O LORD, know it | altogether. R 

 
5You encompass me, behind | and before, 

and lay your | hand upon me. 

  6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 

   it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 

 
13For you yourself created my | inmost parts; 

you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 

  14I will thank you because I am marvel- | ously made; 

   your works are wonderful, and I | know it well. R 

 
15My body was not hid- | den from you, 

while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth. 

  16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written |  

                         in your book; 

   my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 

 
17How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 

How great is the | sum of them! 

  18If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 

   to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours R 
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Second Reading         Act 19:1-7 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the 

Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and 

empowers them with gifts of the Spirit. 

 
L A reading from Acts. 

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where 

he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into 

what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with 

the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 

in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Arise in body or spirit. All welcome the message text. 
 

Lead me! 
 

Lead me, guide me, along the way; 

For if you lead me, I cannot stray; 

Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 

I am weak and I need thy strength and power 

To help me over my weakest hour. 

Help me through the darkness thy face to see. 

Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

Message Text          Romans 4:12-17 

P A reading from Romans.   
 

Abraham is father of all people who embrace what God does for them while they are still on the “outs” 

with God, as yet unidentified as God’s, in an “uncircumcised” condition. It is precisely these people 

in this condition who are called “set right by God and with God”! Abraham is also, of course, father 

of those who have undergone the religious rite of circumcision not just because of the ritual but 

because they were willing to live in the risky faith-embrace of God’s action for them, the way Abraham 

lived long before he was marked by circumcision. 
 

That famous promise God gave Abraham—that he and his children would possess the earth—was not 

given because of something Abraham did or would do. It was based on God’s decision to put 

everything together for him, which Abraham then entered when he believed. If those who get what 

God gives them only get it by doing everything they are told to do and filling out all the right forms 

properly signed, that eliminates personal trust completely and turns the promise into an 

ironclad contract! That’s not a holy promise; that’s a business deal. A contract drawn up by a hard-

nosed lawyer and with plenty of fine print only makes sure that you will never be able to collect. But 

if there is no contract in the first place, simply a promise—and God’s promise at that—you can’t break 

it. 
 

This is why the fulfillment of God’s promise depends entirely on trusting God and his way, and then 

simply embracing him and what he does. God’s promise arrives as pure gift. That’s the only way 

everyone can be sure to get in on it, those who keep the religious traditions and those who have never 

heard of them. For Abraham is father of us all. He is not our racial father—that’s reading the story 

backward. He is our faith father. 
 

We call Abraham “father” not because he got God’s attention by living like a saint, but because God 

made something out of Abraham when he was a nobody.  

 

P The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Time 

 

Message                Pastor Ken Scheck II 
Silence for reflection 

We remain seated for the prayers. 

Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, 

Your mercy is great. 

P     Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

P   Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself. Bestow 

your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem us from our faults, 

that by our witness all might praise your glory.  Help our church leaders see and share your grace 

and wisdom especially Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod 

companion Edgewood Lutheran Church, Fruitport, St. Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church, 

Shelbyville; Minister of Music Cindy, Pastor Paul and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 

 
P   Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of sycamore 

trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit, grain, and other crops, 

and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 

 

P  God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets in our own 

day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. Protect the lives of those 

who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia 

Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are survivors of 

violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who are victims of prejudice 

and discrimination. Encourage those who have begun to lose heart especially Doris Allerding, 

Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike 

Fruth, Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Wendy Kimble, 

Bill Melcher, The Gale Morway Family, Corrina Palmer, Hope Palmer-West, Jane Secor, Mike 

Shoemaker, Michael Stiffler, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and 

Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
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P  God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray especially for 

those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for Nathan Freedlund, our custodian 

and those on the property committee and all of our volunteers. 

 (You may share your prayers at this time) 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P  We thank you, God, for the saints, martyrs, and prophets who have died in the faith. We remember 

those in this community who have recently died in your care. United with them as God’s children, 

assure us that we are yours forever. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music                  Make Me a Servant                              by Kelly Willard 
                                           Trio: Cindy Olson, Ken Scheck & Kate Watson                 Cindy Olson, Piano 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

P   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing 
 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song    This Little Light of Mine   ELW 677 
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Dismissal 
  

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude     Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                            Cindy Olson, Piano     

 

 

            
 

Which Kingdom? 
 

Amid the dancing, feasting, and complicated family dynamics of this week’s gospel text, we hear a 

story of two leaders who embody power very differently: John, a man of righteousness and integrity, 

and Herod, whose power is corrupted by fear, greed, and paranoia. The former embodies the kind of 

power that points us to life and wholeness. The latter kind of power results in gruesome and irrational 

death. 

 

All too often, corruption and greed seem to win the day. We might find ourselves desperately searching 

for Christ and wondering if there is any hope to be salvaged from the wreckage of grief, anxiety, and 

pain present in our world. 

 

The good news is that the story of God doesn’t end in senseless violence at the hands of power-hungry 

rulers. There is another banquet to come. This banquet will be a celebration in which the wealthy and 

powerful are not front and center. It will be a feast where Jesus is the host and there is more than 

enough for everyone to eat their fill. It is a banquet of new life, hope, and a kind of power that empties 

itself for the sake of the other. 

 

But first we sit in the hard truths of our world. In his dying breath, John continues to challenge us, 

pointing the way to Jesus and proclaiming a baptism of repentance. We must train our eyes to recognize 

power run amok, the places where fear governs our nations, our cities, our hearts. We must cry out 

against injustice, and speak up when we witness the truth of God’s mercy and love being silenced. 

 

In Christ, we have been freed to boldly proclaim and embody the gospel for the sake of our neighbors. 

We are citizens of God’s kingdom after all, not Herod’s. So, will we be people of courage and truth, 

or will we be people of self-preservation and fear? What kind of power will the church be known for 

in this time and place? 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 36     Views: 66     Weekly Giving:  $3,571.47     Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 

 
Annual meeting next Sunday at 9:30 am.  In addition to in person we will have Zoom available for 

members to attend by either video or calling in. 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

Adult Forum will take a break during the rest of July.  We will gather in the overflow room 

on August 1st to continue the study on the book of Genesis at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  

 

Read the New  Testament  in  Chronological  Order. Call the office to get your copy of the 

2021 Daily Reading Guide. 
 

Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life.  Mark your calendars on Saturday, August 7, 2021.  

The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m.  This is a free event for all 

participates. 
 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), ushers, greeters, and Assisting Ministers.  
 

The Grace Lutheran Church 2021-2022 Time and Talent Inventory is available to fill out.  Please 

fill out one form per household/family unit. Various blanks can be filled out with individual’s initials 

or names. Be sure to include your current/continuing commitments.  Please fill out and return ASAP 

but not later than July 18.  Hard copies are available in the Gathering Area or you can fill out on the 

computer by visiting the following address: 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfy

jhZVNA/viewform 

 

 

In two weeks Grace AUTO SHOW will take place.  Join us for Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual 

Car, Truck and Motorcycle show.  See the flyer in the Gathering Area for detailed information.  We 

will have a meal provided by Thrivent Financial.  We hope to see you there! Volunteer signup sheet 

is posted.  WORSHIP IS AT 10:00 AM THAT DAY! 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfyjhZVNA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfyfU3pfIW2OG3YsbfoAEXkxZX6t4tb4wFKEpsJPqfyjhZVNA/viewform
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The 2021 Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, July 18th at 9:30 a.m.  If you 

plan to attend in person, please know that we will clean the worship center before the meeting.  If you 

chose to log in with Zoom either by video or by calling here is the information you need to log into 

the meeting. 
  

Join Zoom Meeting video:  https://capital.zoom.us/j/92560124792 

phone:  Meeting ID: 925 6012 4792    + 1 (929) 205-6099. 

  

Annual picnic is on Sunday, August 15, 2021.  Join us for a time of fellowship, good food and a 

walk in the woods.  Mark your calendar, so you can be present. 

 

From the Worship and Music Committee 
 

TODAY WE RETURN TO “NORMAL” WAY OF SHARING THE PEACE. 

 
NEXT WEEK WE REMOVE SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES. 
 

You are invited to wear your mask if it makes you more comfortable. 
 

• We continue to ask you to maintain social distance (our chairs and our pews will 

still stay the same for now.) 
 

• If any of this makes you nervous or worried, which may be the case, then please 

continue to worship online.  Do not feel that you must come into the building. 
 

Sincerely, Worship and Music Committee 

 

 

 

 

Lector – Ethan Scheck  

Cantor – Anna Scheck 

Musicians – Chris Bush, Cindy Olson, Mary Kulhman, Anna Scheck, Ken Scheck, Laura 

Scheck, Kate Watson, Lexie Watson  

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  

https://capital.zoom.us/j/92560124792

