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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 25, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Today we witness God’s abundance.  Not only in the gospel when 

Jesus feeds five thousand, but in the Old Testament when Elisha also feeds a hungry crowd. We are 

witnesses to the generous nature of God and are bolstered by God’s very presence with each and every 

one of us. 

 

Gathering Songs 

 

 

 

Spirit of God in the clear running water 
 

Spirit of God in the clear running water 

Blowing to greatness the trees on the hill. 

Spirit of God in the finger of morning: Refrain 

 

Refrain: Fill the earth, bring it to birth, 

And blow where you will. 

Blow, blow, blow till I be 

But the breath of the Spirit blowing in me. 

 

Down in the meadow the willows are moaning 

Sheep in the pastureland cannot lie still. 

Spirit of God, creation is groaning: Refrain 

 

I saw the scar of a year that lay dying 

Heard the lament of a lone whippoorwill. 

Spirit of God, see that cloud crying: Refrain 

 

Spirit of God everyone’s heart is lonely 

Watching and waiting and hungry until 

Spirit of God, we long that you only:  Ful-… Refrain 
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I Am A Promise 
 

I am a promise 

I am a possibility 

I am a promise with a capital “P” 

I am a great big bundle of potentiality 

And I am learnin’ to hear God’s voice 

And I am tryin’ to make the right choice 

I am a promise to be anything God wants me to be. 

 

I can go anywhere that He wants me to go 

I can be anything He wants me to be 

I can climb the high mountains 

I can cross the wide sea 

I’m a great big promise you see! 

 

 

Shine, Jesus, Shine 
 

Refrain:  Shine Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 

 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining – 

In the midst of the darkness shining; 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us,  

Set us free by the truth you now bring us, 

Shine on me, shine on me. Refrain: 

 

2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into your radiance; 

By the blood I may enter your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 

Shine on me. Shine on me. Refrain: 

3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 

So our faces display your likeness 

Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 

Shine on me. Shine on me. Refrain: 
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I Will Call Upon the Lord 
 

I will call upon the Lord 

   | (I will call upon the Lord) 

who is worthy to be praised. 

     | (who is worthy to be praised) 

  So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

         |(So shall I be saved from my enemies) 

I will call upon the Lord. 

 

The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock, 

and let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock,  

and let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

   

    

Call to Worship 
 Each phrase is sung by the leaders and repeated by the congregation. 

 

In the Name of the Father 
 

 In the name of the Father, 

 in the name of the Son, 

 in the name of the Spirit, 

 the three in one. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

A    Let us pray…. Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for 

your word and a hunger for your truth. 

C    Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading                    2 Kings 4:42-44 
 

 
L A reading from Second Kings. 
 

Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to 

Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha 

trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need. 

 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to Elisha, the man of God: 

twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let 

them eat.” 43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give 

it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 44He set 

it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the LORD. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Psalm 145:10-18 
 

10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 

and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

and speak of your power, 

 
12that all people may know of your power 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

 
14The Lord upholds all those who fall 

and lifts up those who are bowed down. 
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, 

and you give them their food in due season. 

 
16You open wide your hand 

and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
17You are righteous in all your ways 

and loving in | all your works.  18You are near to all who call upon you. 

 

 

 

 



Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Page 6 

 

Second Reading        Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ 

dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the 

Spirit. 

 

L A reading from Ephesians. 
 

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

takes its name. 16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 

God. 

 
20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all 

we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation                 Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Jesus feeds us, Jesus feeds us, Jesus feeds us, Alleluia. 

Jesus feeds us, Jesus feeds us, Jesus feeds us, Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading         John 6:1-21 

In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As 

such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under human control. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept 

following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain 

and sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5When he 

looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread 

for these people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. 7Philip 

answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One 

of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit 

down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. 
11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were 

seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, 

“Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from 

the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 14When 

the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 

into the world.” 

 
15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

 
16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea 

to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because 

a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking 

on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be 

afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward 

which they were going. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Message                 
Silence for reflection 
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Song of the Day Take Our Bread 

 

Refrain: Take our bread, we ask you; take our hearts, we love you. 

Take our lives, O Father, we are yours, we are yours. 

 

1. Yours as we stand at the table you set. 

Yours as we eat the bread our hearts can’t forget. 

We are sign of your life with us yet, 

We are yours; we are yours. Refrain 

 

2. Your holy people standing washed in your blood, 

Spirit-filled, yet hungry, we await your food. 

We are poor, but we’ve brought ourselves the best we could. 

We are yours; we are yours. Refrain 

 

 

 

Prayers 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, 

Your mercy is great. 

 

A   Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations. Empower churches 

throughout the world and encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us 

a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving works.  We especially name Bishops 

Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Christ the King 

Lutheran Church, Gladwin, Thornapple Valley Church, Hastings; Minister of Music Cindy and 

Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A   We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and instruct those 

who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision of the common good 

and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Protect the lives of those who serve in 

the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), 

Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill 

(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
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A We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or underemployed, 

those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health insurance. Console those who 

grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing especially Doris Allerding, Vickey 

Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, 

Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Jay Kimble, Bill Melcher, 

Corrina Palmer, Hope Palmer, Rick Palmer, Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, Michael Stiffler, Tim 

Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A  We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in need. When 

we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of your abundance. (You 

may share your prayers at this time) 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their days, so dwell 

in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, the love of Christ 

that surpasses knowledge.  Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music  
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Offertory           Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ  

 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 
 

Songs during communion distribution 
 

Thank You Very Much 
 

Thank you, thank you very much. 

 You are the Savior with the spiritual touch. 

Praise you, praise your holy name. 

 Since You touched my life, I’ve never been the same. 

 

While in my darkness….you are my light. 

Pain and confusion….you guide me all right. 

I sing, sweet Jesus….you are the Christ. 

And in my blindness…you’re such a beautiful sight. 
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You are the Light of the World 

 

You are the Light of the world, 

You are the Light of the world, 

So shine, shine, shine where you are. 

You are the Light of the world. 

2. City on a hill 

3. Candle in the dark 

4. Star in the night 

5. Salt of the earth 

6. Children of God 

 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
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Fill Me, Jesus 

 

Fill me, Jesus, fill me now 

Fill me, Jesus, with Thy precious holy power. 

I am yours, my Lord, to do with as you will, 

So fill me, Jesus, right now. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 

Blessing 
 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Song                   They’ll Know We Are Christians 

 

We are one in the Spirit 

We are one in the Lord 

We are one in the Spirit 

We are one in the Lord 

And we pray that all unity 

May one day be restored  Refrain: 

 

Refrain: 

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love 

Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love 

Our God (echo) is an Awesome God 

Who reigns (echo) from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an Awesome God. 

 

We will walk with each other 

We will walk hand in hand 

We will walk with each other 

We will walk hand-in-hand 

And together we'll spread the news 

That God is in our land Refrain: 

 

We will work with each other 

We will work side-by-side 

We will work with each other 

We will work side-by-side 

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride Refrain: 

 

All praise to the Father 

From whom all things come 

And all praise to Christ Jesus 

God’s only Son 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one Refrain: 

 

Dismissal 
  

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Prayer for our BBQ meal                
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A Feast of Grace 

Five loaves of bread. Two fish. Thousands of hungry people. Baskets and baskets of leftovers. Today’s 

gospel is a story of startling juxtaposition and miraculous transformation. 

It is a story in which God comes in the way God always does—in ordinary elements and imperfect 

circumstances. Jesus gathers up perceived scarcity, holds questions and fears of inadequacy, and turns 

meager offerings into a feast of grace for all. And there is enough—enough for everyone to have as 

much as they could ever want, with plenty to spare. It’s a feast that meets physical needs and nourishes 

physical bodies, and through the mystery of faith also unites the feasters with God and one another. 

As we hear these words from John, we too are invited to this ordinary and holy feast. It’s a feast that 

crosses time and space to welcome us in and to send us out. We too get to rejoice in the transformation 

that happens when we show up to worship, with hands open to receive and a deep hunger for new life. 

We recognize our hunger in confession and prayer. We feast on the promises of God’s word. We taste 

God’s abundance at the communion table. We are drenched in God’s generous love in the waters of 

baptism. We are joined with the other perfectly ordinary and holy banquetgoers as we raise our voices 

together in song. And we extend this exuberant lovingkindness to the world when we go forth from 

worship, filled with hope and prepared for service in Christ’s name. 

With Christ as the host, there is forever enough food for all. Christ’s table is one brimming with grace. 

All of us are invited, just as we are, with whatever meager offerings we have. For we can trust that in 

Christ, it is more than enough. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Cantor – Ken Scheck II 
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Pastor – Ken Scheck II  
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Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 47 Views: 86 Weekly Giving: $2,175.00 Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean p lastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

 

Adult Forum will begin again next week.  We gather in the overflow room to continue the 

study on the book of Genesis at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  
 

 

Save the Date for Barry County Relay For Life.  Mark your calendars on Saturday, August 7, 2021.  

The event is located at Tyden Park in Hastings from 11:00a.m. - 11:00p.m.  This is a free event for all 

participates. 

 

 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

 

Annual picnic is on Sunday, August 15, 2021.  Join us for a time of fellowship, tasty food, and a 

walk in the woods after the 10:45 am worship service.  Amy and Phil Poholski have graciously opened 

their home for this event.  They live at 6810 Highlandview Drive, Middleville, MI.  There is a signup 

sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area.  You are invited to bring a dish to pass.  Hot 

dogs, buns, condiments, iced tea and lemonade are provided.  If you desire something else to quench 

your thirst, BYOB.  Please bring your own lawn chair and comfy shoes if you are going on the prayer 

walk.  Our graduates will be there, so we can send them off with our love. 

 

 

You are invited to wear your mask if it makes you more comfortable.  If you are nervous about joining 

us in person, please continue to worship online.  Do not feel that you must come into the building.  

Sincerely, Worship and Music Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 


