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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 15, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Today we are reminded that we are given insight to God’s way of life.  

We are invited to incorporate wisdom into our lives, as we share love, joy, and care for each other.  As 

the Bread of Life, Jesus gives us the understanding that we are sharing a connection with him and all 

believers by serving, accepting, and forgiving one another. 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music                              
 

  

Greeting 
Please rise in body or spirit.  The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory! 

C  For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluia! 

  

P  All nations come and worship you, Holy God. 
C   Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning, the present and all that is to come. 
  

A  All colors and races give hearty praise!  
C   Let us share your love with all.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn   O Day of Rest and Gladness   ELW  521 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

A    Let us pray…. Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that 

gives life to the world. 

C    Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by 

this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

First Reading                    Proverbs 9:1-6 

 
L A reading from Proverbs. 
 

Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as ordinary food is 

necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—is necessary for fullness of life with 

God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life. 
 

 1Wisdom has built her house, 

  she has hewn her seven pillars. 

 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 

  she has also set her table. 

 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 

  from the highest places in the town, 

 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” 

  To those without sense she says, 

 5“Come, eat of my bread 

  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 

  and walk in the way of insight.” 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm is spoken.  The leader will read the light text.  The assembly will read the bold. 

 

Psalm 34:9-14 

 
9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 

for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 

 10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 

but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 

 

 
11Come, children, and listen to me; 

I will teach you reverence for the LORD. 
12Who among you takes pleasure in life 

and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 

 

 
13Keep your tongue from evil 

and your lips from lying words. 
14Turn from evil and do good; 

seek peace and pursue it. 
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Second Reading        Ephesians 5:15 – 20 
 

True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily conduct. Because we 

are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give thanks to God for one another, and care for 

one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

L A reading from Ephesians. 
 

15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time, 

because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not 

get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 
20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison. 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I abide in them. 

Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading         John 6:51-58 
 

In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which Jesus identifies himself as 

the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a connection that would not be understood until after 

his death, in light of the church’s celebration of holy communion. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live 

forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

 
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So 

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I 

will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who 

eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I 

live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came 

down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 

bread will live forever.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Message                 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

 

 
We remain seated for the hymn and prayers. 

Hymn of Day     We Eat the Bread of Teaching    ELW 518 
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Prayers 

 
We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, Your 

mercy is great. 
 

A   Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, and seminary 

professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask 

faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. We especially ask you to be with our ministry 

partners Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, Welcome Corners United Methodist Church, Hastings, 

Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A   God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. Increase our 

awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the ecological challenges we 

face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms. Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A  God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges and renew 

their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of reconciliation. Protect the 

lives of those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and 

Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia 

Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or mired in 

addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help all who are 

grieving and all those who suffer especially Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush, 

Cherie Clements, The James Curtis Sr. Family, Joyce Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike 

Fruth, Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe,  Bill Melcher, Darlene 

Olson, Hope Palmer, Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, The Family of Michael Stiffler, Tim Sullivan, Russ 

Trongo, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

  C    Your mercy is great. 

 

    A God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this assembly. Bless 

the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our 

worship and daily life. 

    (You may share your prayers at this time) 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through which we 

abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to eternal life. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 
After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 
Please be seated.  
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You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  At this time, we only offer the 

pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups.  There is a gluten-free option for the bread.  Please let the pastor 

know.   

 
 

Please remain seated. 
Prayer after Communion 
 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

Blessing 
 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Hymn                        On Our Way Rejoicing          ELW 537   
 

 

Dismissal 
  

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                 
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What’s for Dinner? 

 

Whether you plan meals weeks in advance, rummage through the pantry for inspiration at 4:30 p.m., 

or pull a stack of well-worn takeout menus from the kitchen drawer; whether you purchase the 

ingredients, help create the meal, or have no input at all and gratefully eat whatever someone else 

provides, it’s a seemingly universal question: What’s for dinner? What we eat is important. Most of 

us try to balance our personal tastes and preferences with some attention to health and nutrition. Some 

of us follow specific dietary trends and plans: keto, paleo, low-carb, low-cal . . . the list goes on. Others 

of us, restricted by tight budgets and food deserts, make choices we would rather not. 

 

What we eat, how it was raised and grown, how it got from the farm to our table, and even how much 

it costs are hot topics today. It can be easy to get lost in the wilderness of these discussions. But along 

comes Jesus, right on time. Turning the world’s conversation on its head, he boldly announces, “My 

flesh is true food and my blood is true drink” (John 6:55). Here our debates about fat versus carbs, 

allergens and alternatives, and the price of ingredients are brought to a halt: the menu is set. 

 

Here there is no lack of access or money, for all is freely given. Here the stresses of planning, shopping, 

and cooking on a tight schedule fade away in the light of eternity as the great heavenly banquet is set 

before you. As you approach the table, you approach the Lord of your salvation, here in flesh and 

blood. As you receive the bread and wine, you receive the true body and blood of Jesus Christ, crucified 

and risen for you. As you return to the world and your various vocations, know that no matter what is 

for dinner, you abide in Christ, and he abides in you. Truly, this is “true food” and “true drink.” 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 45       Views: 44       Weekly Giving:  5,589.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  
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Adult Forum continues to gather in the overflow room where we continue studying the book 

of Genesis at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  
 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

Annual picnic is today.  Join us for a time of fellowship, tasty food, and a walk in the woods after the 

10:45 am worship service.  Amy and Phil Poholski have graciously opened their home for this event.  

They live at 6810 Highlandview Drive, Middleville, MI.  There is a signup sheet posted on the bulletin 

board in the Gathering Area.  You are invited to bring a dish to pass.  Hot dogs, buns, condiments, iced 

tea, and lemonade are provided.  If you desire something else to quench your thirst, BYOB.  Please 

bring your own lawn chair and comfy shoes if you are going on the prayer walk.  Our graduates will 

be there, so we can send them off with our love. 

 

Mask wearing.  The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing.  You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable.  Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

Grace is seeking a Parish Administrator, if you have any people that might be interested in this 

ministry opportunity, please call the church office. 

 

Join Thrivent for a Hunter’s Kickoff Campfire on September 8, 2021, from 5 to 9pm at OpenRoad 

(128 S. Main St, Wayland).  Meal tickets are $12 per BBQ plate (drinks separate).  All proceeds will 

benefit “Warriors Set Free”, an organization that equips Veterans to grow in their faith, heal from 

the past, and win life’s battles.  Meal tickets can be purchased in advance by contacting Sarah Maass 

(Phone 269-225-1028; sarah.maass@thrivent.com; text 269-225-6605) or at the door while supplies 

last.  Event sponsored by Philip L Maass, CFP®, CLU®, FIC, Thrivent Financial Consultant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Mark Anton  Assisting Minister – Vickey Argo 

Lector – Dave Neeb Lector – Joe Longcor 

Cantor – Cindy Olson  Cantor – Cindy Olson 

Musician – Cindy Olson    Musician – Cindy Olson  

Pastor – Ken Scheck Pastor – Ken Scheck 

mailto:sarah.maass@thrivent.com

