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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 22, 2021
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the
church and the fruits of the Spirit.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! Today we Christians have a lot of distractions. One of those
distractions might take us on a new or different path than Jesus. We know some have taken different
paths than being a follower of Christ, but we are called to remember the agreement that God has given
us through Christ Jesus. We realize that we are never really separated from the grace of God, and
because of this grace we share truth, righteousness, peace, faith and salvation with all people. Let us
equip ourselves and share this good news.
Welcome/Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music
Greeting
Please rise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
A Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory!
C For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluia!
P All nations come and worship you, Holy God.
C Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning,
A All colors and races give hearty praise!
C Let us share your love with all. Amen
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the present and all that is to come.

Gathering Hymn

Yours, Lord, is the Glory

ELW 849

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray…. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we
may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.
A
C

First Reading

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

L A reading from Joshua.
In the Near East, covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the primary word
used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By delivering Israel, God has already begun the
relationship. Joshua calls upon the people to respond.
1

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all
the people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you
are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods;
for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”
16
17

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The psalm is spoken. The leader will read the light text. The assembly will read the bold.

Psalm 34:15-22
15

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
16
The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.
17

The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
18
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
19

Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers them from every one.
20
God will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
21

Evil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
22
O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.
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Second Reading

Ephesians 6:10–20

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians to be
equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the
gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the Spirit.
L A reading from Ephesians.
10

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to
stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate
of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel
of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.
18

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador
in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison.
Gospel Acclamation Spoken
Alleluia!

Alleluia. Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
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Gospel Reading

John 6:56-71

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his
blood. The followers who return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on
the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks the most important
question: “To whom shall we go?”
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me.
58
This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died.
But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the
synagogue at Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61But
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you?
62
Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you
that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
60

66

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus
asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy
One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a
devil.” 71 He was speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going
to betray him.
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection

Hymn of Day
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Blessed Assurance

ELW 638

Prayers of Intercession
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Hear us, O God. The assembly prays, Your
mercy is great.
A Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence
A God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of peace and

strengthen them to preach your loving word. We especially ask you to be with our ministry partners
Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, Welcome Corners United Methodist Church, Hastings, Minister of
Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving rain to

support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for all your
creatures. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to bridgebuilders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Protect the lives
of those who serve in the military, including Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford
(Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia
Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

A God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or mired in

addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help all who are
grieving and all those who suffer especially Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush,
Cherie Clements, Joyce Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, Megan Germain, Karl
Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson, Hope Palmer, Jane
Secor, Mike Shoemaker, The Michael Stiffler Family, Tim Sullivan, Russ Trongo, George Ulrich Jr.
Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
A God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such as a new

job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and
interests.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
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A God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for the

saints who have gone before us. Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in
the world to come. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.
P
C

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand.

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence.
C Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through

Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen
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Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name forever.
C Amen.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim that Jesus is among us.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Taste and see that the Lord is good.
C Thanks be to God.

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ
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Please be seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. At this time,
we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups. There is a gluten-free option for the bread.
Please let the pastor know.

Please remain seated.

Prayer after Communion
A

Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table.
C Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors
with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Mission Minutes
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing.

Blessing
P Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving. The blessing

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.

C Amen.

Sending Hymn

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is sending you.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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ELW 620

To Whom Can We Go?
The disciples following Jesus knew that he often had some rather unusual things to say about himself
and about God, but in today’s gospel, they feel that their teacher has gone too far: “Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood abide in me and I in them,” Jesus proclaims (John 6:56). For Jesus’ Jewish
contemporaries, for whom consuming blood of any type was forbidden and who killed animals
according to strict religious regulations, this statement was nothing short of sacrilegious. For everyone
else, it was just ridiculous. “Whoever eats me will live because of me” (John 6:57). Say what? The
scandal caused large numbers of Jesus’ disciples to leave; after all, what sort of person would say such
a thing?
Like the early disciples, we can find following Jesus baffling and difficult. Love our neighbors when
they are so unlovable? Take sabbath rest when there’s work to be done? Trust that this Jesus fellow
really is God-become-human and was crucified, died, and raised back to life? When the culture tells
us to speak our own truth, eat fewer carbs, build up our bank accounts, exercise more, buy a better day
planner or a new car or more expensive laundry detergent, and lean into our own potential to optimize
our lives, it can be tempting to take hold of the latest self-help gospel. It’s so concrete. Trusting God
instead of ourselves? How scandalous, how ridiculous. “I’ve got this,” we prefer to say.
But hear Jesus’ words in this week’s gospel: “It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless”
(John 6:63). This is not a condemnation; it is a promise that the one who meets us at the table in bread,
wine, flesh, and blood also sends his Spirit to give you life. May you hear that promise today and let
the Holy Spirit draw from your lips the same confession as Peter: “Lord, to whom can we go? You
have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Stewardship Information
Attendance: 58

Views: 38

Weekly Giving: 3,009.00

Budget Amount: $4,163.28

We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.
We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your
clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the
entrance and the office. Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
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“Books for Kids” is a program that allows a book to be purchased for a student each month. Your
$20.00 donation will allow one student to receive a book each month. You may give cash or write a
check (payable to Grace Lutheran). You may place your gift in a pew envelope and mark the outside
of the envelope “Books for Kids”. We’ll let you know how we did in the November GraceGram.
Church School resumes the Sunday after Labor Day. During the 10:45 worship service, after the
Children’s Time, children are invited to go and hear a bible story. They will return before communion.
If you are interested in teaching this year, please contact Eve Wright at 269.367.4139.
Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of
Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!
Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time),
ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.
Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are
welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your
flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing.
Grace is seeking a Parish Administrator, if you have any people that might be interested in this
ministry opportunity, please call the church office.
Join Thrivent for a Hunter’s Kickoff Campfire on September 8, 2021, from 5 to 9pm at OpenRoad
(128 S. Main St, Wayland). Meal tickets are $12 per BBQ plate (drinks separate). All proceeds will
benefit “Warriors Set Free”, an organization that equips Veterans to grow in their faith, heal from
the past, and win life’s battles. Meal tickets can be purchased in advance by contacting Sarah Maass
(Phone 269-225-1028; sarah.maass@thrivent.com; text 269-225-6605) or at the door while supplies
last. Event sponsored by Philip L Maass, CFP®, CLU®, FIC, Thrivent Financial Consultant.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022, in Minneapolis. If you
are interested in going, please let Jamie Heise or Pastor Ken know by September 12, 2021.

8:00 am
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Jamie Heise
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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10:45 am
Assisting Minister – Kate Watson
Lector – Gwen Hansen
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck

