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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 8, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  While we may not be perfect, God invites us into caring and loving 

each other by sharing forgiveness, acceptance, and service.  Let us be followers of our Gracious God 

each and every day. 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

Gathering Music   Prelude in C           by J. S. Bach 

         Cindy Olson, piano 
  

First Reading                 Isaiah 40:21-31 

 
L A reading from Isaiah. 

 

The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to freedom is the God who 

created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and gives strength to those who are weary. 

 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Have you 

not understood from the foundations of the earth?  22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and 

its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them like 

a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.  24Scarcely 

are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon 

them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.  25To whom then will you compare 

me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.  26Lift up your eyes on high and see:  Who created these?  

He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in 

strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 

 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is 

disregarded by my God”?  28Have you not known? Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting 

God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 

unsearchable.  29He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless.  30Even youths will faint 

and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 

and not faint. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Assembly Song      Gather Us In                 ELW 532 
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R  = Refrain 

 

 

Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 

1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 

How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
   2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem, 

   and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 

  
3The LORD heals the | brokenhearted 

and binds | up their wounds. 

   4The LORD counts the number | of the stars 

   and calls them all | by their names. R 

 
5Great is our LORD and might- | y in power; 

there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 

   6The LORD lifts | up the lowly, 

   but casts the wicked | to the ground. 

 
7Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving; 

make music upon the harp | to our God, 

   8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 

   and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains. R 

 
9God provides food | for the cattle 

and for the young ravens | when they cry. 

   10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 

   and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 

 
11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD, 

in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah! R 
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Second Reading        1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 

God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the focus of Paul’s 

ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the 

good news of Christ with others. 

 
L A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and 

woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not 

of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my 

proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the 

gospel. 

 
19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more 

of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as 

one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To 

those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am 

under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I 

might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do 

it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation   On Eagle’s Wings   ELW 787 
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Gospel Reading         John 6:35, 41-51 

After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true 

significance of this remarkable sign. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the Jews began to complain about him because 

he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son 

of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 

heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me 

unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written 

in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 

Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 

seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 
49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down 

from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 

my flesh.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

We ask God to use us                  Make Me a Servant                                        by Kelly Willard 
                                           Trio: Cindy Olson, Ken Scheck & Kate Watson                 Cindy Olson, Piano 

 

 

 

Children’s Time 
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 Song of Invitation  Christ, Be Our Light         ELW 715 
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Message                 

 
 

Prayers are listed here that were prayed in the live worship service at Grace.   

 
We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, Your 

mercy is great. 
 

A   Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission starts, and all 

communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the gospel. For congregations 

facing difficult decisions about their future. We especially ask you to be with our ministry partners 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Grand Ledge, Vermontville Bible Church, Vermontville, Minister of Music Cindy 

and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A   For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the hot summer 

sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean water. Hear us, O 

God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A  For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, lawyers, law clerks, 

and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. For corrections officers and prison 

chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. Protect the lives of those 

who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face long and difficult 

journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a loved one. For all who are sick, 

especially Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Joyce 

Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, 

Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Jay Kimble, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson, Corrina Palmer, Hope Palmer, 

Rick Palmer, Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, Michael Stiffler, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah 

Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

  C    Your mercy is great. 
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    A For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake bread and 

prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the food from this table to 

those who are homebound or hospitalized. 

    (You may share your prayers at this time) 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the saints we praise you 

for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Postlude             Let Us Talents          by Doreen Power 
     Cindy Olson, piano 
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A New Identity 

 

In an increasingly polarized world, demographics are everything. Many of us rely on information about 

a person’s hometown, family, alma mater, or workplace to make assumptions about their politics, 

social concerns, or lifestyle. Internet algorithms make inferences based on our age, gender, and 

relationship status to market products, services, or ideas to us. At times it feels like our lives are 

reduced to a statistic or a political party affiliation. 

 

The crowds following Jesus knew who they were, and they thought they knew exactly who Jesus was 

too. They knew who his ancestors were, and they knew the stories of faith they all shared. 

After all, Jesus was the neighbor boy—the carpenter’s son. They had known him since he was just a 

kid. He was a simple Galilean peasant. He walked the same streets, fished in the same waters, and ate 

the same food as the rest of them. 

 

And yet, he dared to claim a different identity: he was the bread of life, the living bread come down 

from heaven. His roots were not just in this rocky terrain of the Middle Eastern soil, but in the God of 

the cosmos. 

 

This is not what God was supposed to look like. This is not the powerful king they were waiting for. 

This was just Mary and Joseph’s son. He was supposed to be one of them! 

 

But this is the great mystery of our faith: God cannot be reduced to an algorithm or a stereotype. God 

dwells in the people we least expect, in the most ordinary places, in people scandalously like us and 

outrageously different than us. God abides with us, defying our expectations, challenging our self-

proclaimed identities by offering us the bread of life in Jesus Christ. In this holy bread, we are given a 

new identity more powerful and enduring than any other in this world: child of God, beloved and 

whole; in God, of God, and with God for all of eternity. Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 46       Views: 54       Weekly Giving:  6,942.00       Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  



Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Page 13 

 

Adult Forum will return to the Gathering Area (due to popular demand) 😊  and will 

continue its study on the book of Genesis next Sunday at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  
 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

Annual picnic is on Sunday, August 15, 2021.  Join us for a time of fellowship, tasty food, and a 

walk in the woods after the 10:45 am worship service.  Amy and Phil Poholski have graciously opened 

their home for this event.  They live at 6810 Highlandview Drive, Middleville, MI.  There is a signup 

sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area.  You are invited to bring a dish to pass.  Hot 

dogs, buns, condiments, iced tea and lemonade are provided.  If you desire something else to quench 

your thirst, BYOB.  Please bring your own lawn chair and comfy shoes if you are going on the prayer 

walk.  Our graduates will be there, so we can send them off with our love. 

 

You are invited to wear your mask if it makes you more comfortable.  If you are nervous about 

joining us in person, please continue to worship online.  Do not feel that you must come into the 

building.  Sincerely, Worship and Music Committee 

 

Grace is seeking a Parish Administrator, if you have any people that might be interested in this 

ministry opportunity, please call the church office. 

 

Join Thrivent for a Hunter’s Kickoff Campfire on September 8, 2021, from 5 to 9pm at OpenRoad 

(128 S. Main St, Wayland).  Meal tickets are $12 per BBQ plate (drinks separate).  All proceeds will 

benefit “Warriors Set Free”, an organization that equips Veterans to grow in their faith, heal from 

the past, and win life’s battles.  Meal tickets can be purchased in advance by contacting Sarah Maass 

(Phone 269-225-1028; sarah.maass@thrivent.com; text 269-225-6605) or at the door while supplies 

last.  Event sponsored by Philip L Maass, CFP®, CLU®, FIC, Thrivent Financial Consultant. 

 

 

mailto:sarah.maass@thrivent.com

