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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 8, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  Today we are taught that there is only one true God. Our first reading 

and gospel help us understand the impact of having God’s loving presence among us.  While we may 

not be perfect, God invites us into caring and loving each other by sharing forgiveness, acceptance, 

and service.  Let us be followers of our Gracious God each and every day. 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music                              
 

  

Greeting 
Please rise in body or spirit.  The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The love of God, made known in Christ Jesus our Lord and poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 C  And also with you. 
  

A  Come, let us celebrate, let us rejoice, let us give God the glory! 

C  For the Lord our God reigns, Alleluia! 

  

P  All nations come and worship you, Holy God. 
C   Holy, holy, holy God, you are the beginning, the present and all that is to come. 
  

A  All colors and races give hearty praise!  
C   Let us share your love with all.  Amen  

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 



Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Page 3 

 

Gathering Hymn   Dearest Jesus, at Your Word   ELW  520 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

A    Let us pray…. Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that 

gives life to the world. 

C    Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by 

this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

First Reading                    First Kings 19:4-8 
 
L A reading from First Kings. 
 

First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The contest proves that 

the LORD is God, and afterward Elijah orders the killing of the Baal prophets. Angered by the deaths of her 

prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. This reading finds Elijah fleeing, fatigued, and in utter despair. 
 

4[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. 

He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my 

ancestors.”5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 

and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, 

and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the LORD came a second time, 

touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8He got up, 

and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the 

mount of God. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm is spoken.  The leader will read the light text.  The assembly will read the bold. 

Psalm 34:1-8 

 
1I will bless the LORD at all times; 

the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2I will glory in the LORD; 

let the lowly hear and rejoice. 

 
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 

let us exalt God’s name together. 
4I sought the LORD, who answered me 

and delivered me from all my terrors. 

 
5Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 

and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 

and saved me from all my troubles. 

 
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 

and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the LORD is good; 

happy are they who take refuge in God! 
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Second Reading        Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 
 

Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather, the Spirit is at 

work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and forgiveness we have received 

through Christ and his death. 

 

L A reading from Ephesians. 
 

25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members 

of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make 

room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their 

own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, 

but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those 

who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the 

day of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, 

together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 

Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison. 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  Whoever eats this bread 

will live forever. Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading         John 6:35, 41-51 

After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true 

significance of this remarkable sign. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to John.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 41Then the Jews began to complain about him because 

he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son 

of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 

heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me 

unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written 

in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 

Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has 

seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 
49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down 

from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is 

my flesh.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Message                Pastor Mike Kemper 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

 

 
We remain seated for the hymn and prayers. 

Hymn of Day     I Received the Living God    WOV 700 
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Prayers 

 
We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Hear us, O God.  The assembly prays, Your 

mercy is great. 
 

A   Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

   A brief silence 
 

A   For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission starts, and all 

communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the gospel. For congregations 

facing difficult decisions about their future. We especially ask you to be with our ministry partners 

Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Grand Ledge, Vermontville Bible Church, Vermontville, Minister of Music Cindy 

and Pastor Ken.  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A   For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the hot summer 

sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean water. Hear us, O 

God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A  For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, lawyers, law clerks, 

and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. For corrections officers and prison 

chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. Protect the lives of those 

who serve in the military, including: Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford 

(Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia 

Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt 

(Schrieners, Halsteads).  Hear us, O God.    

 C    Your mercy is great. 
 

A For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face long and difficult 

journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a loved one. For all who are sick, 

especially Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Walter Brown, Chris Bush, Cherie Clements, Joyce 

Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, 

Larry Hansen, Mike Hoppe, Jay Kimble, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson, Corrina Palmer, Hope Palmer, 

Rick Palmer, Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, Michael Stiffler, Tim Sullivan, George Ulrich Jr. Deborah 

Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Hear us, O God.    

  C    Your mercy is great. 

 

    A For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake bread and 

prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the food from this table to 

those who are homebound or hospitalized. 

    (You may share your prayers at this time) 



Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Page 8 

 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the saints we praise you 

for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. Hear us, O God.    

C    Your mercy is great. 
 

P  We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 
After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 

given to share, and for the blessing of your presence. 

C  Transform us to be the body of Christ, that our lives may reflect your generosity, through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen 
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Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Please be seated.  You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  At this time, 

we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups.  There is a gluten-free option for the bread.  

Please let the pastor know.   

 

We Partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 

 
 

Please remain seated. 
Prayer after Communion 
 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

Blessing 
 

P   Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in God, and abound in thanksgiving.  The blessing 

of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Hymn                        Be Thou My Vision          ELW 793   
 

 

Dismissal 
  

A   Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                 
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A New Identity 

 

In an increasingly polarized world, demographics are everything. Many of us rely on information about 

a person’s hometown, family, alma mater, or workplace to make assumptions about their politics, 

social concerns, or lifestyle. Internet algorithms make inferences based on our age, gender, and 

relationship status to market products, services, or ideas to us. At times it feels like our lives are 

reduced to a statistic or a political party affiliation. 

 

The crowds following Jesus knew who they were, and they thought they knew exactly who Jesus was 

too. They knew who his ancestors were, and they knew the stories of faith they all shared. 

After all, Jesus was the neighbor boy—the carpenter’s son. They had known him since he was just a 

kid. He was a simple Galilean peasant. He walked the same streets, fished in the same waters, and ate 

the same food as the rest of them. 

 

And yet, he dared to claim a different identity: he was the bread of life, the living bread come down 

from heaven. His roots were not just in this rocky terrain of the Middle Eastern soil, but in the God of 

the cosmos. 

 

This is not what God was supposed to look like. This is not the powerful king they were waiting for. 

This was just Mary and Joseph’s son. He was supposed to be one of them! 

 

But this is the great mystery of our faith: God cannot be reduced to an algorithm or a stereotype. God 

dwells in the people we least expect, in the most ordinary places, in people scandalously like us and 

outrageously different than us. God abides with us, defying our expectations, challenging our self-

proclaimed identities by offering us the bread of life in Jesus Christ. In this holy bread, we are given a 

new identity more powerful and enduring than any other in this world: child of God, beloved and 

whole; in God, of God, and with God for all of eternity. Thanks be to God. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 46       Views: 54       Weekly Giving:  6,942.00       Budget Amount:  $4,227.24 

 

 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace is beginning a new ministry for the homeless.  

We are collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your 

clean plastic shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the 

entrance and the office.  Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  
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We welcome Pastor Mike Kemper.  We are blessed to have him lead us in worship today.  

Let us celebrate that we are able to have him here among us and welcome him with joy. 

 

Adult Forum will return to the Gathering Area (due to popular demand) 😊  and will 

continue its study on the book of Genesis next Sunday at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  
 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our outside fellowship 

time), ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

Annual picnic is on Sunday, August 15, 2021.  Join us for a time of fellowship, tasty food, and a 

walk in the woods after the 10:45 am worship service.  Amy and Phil Poholski have graciously opened 

their home for this event.  They live at 6810 Highlandview Drive, Middleville, MI.  There is a signup 

sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area.  You are invited to bring a dish to pass.  Hot 

dogs, buns, condiments, iced tea and lemonade are provided.  If you desire something else to quench 

your thirst, BYOB.  Please bring your own lawn chair and comfy shoes if you are going on the prayer 

walk.  Our graduates will be there, so we can send them off with our love. 

 

You are invited to wear your mask if it makes you more comfortable.  If you are nervous about 

joining us in person, please continue to worship online.  Do not feel that you must come into the 

building.  Sincerely, Worship and Music Committee 

 

Grace is seeking a Parish Administrator, if you have any people that might be interested in this 

ministry opportunity, please call the church office. 

 

Join Thrivent for a Hunter’s Kickoff Campfire on September 8, 2021, from 5 to 9pm at OpenRoad 

(128 S. Main St, Wayland).  Meal tickets are $12 per BBQ plate (drinks separate).  All proceeds will 

benefit “Warriors Set Free”, an organization that equips Veterans to grow in their faith, heal from 

the past, and win life’s battles.  Meal tickets can be purchased in advance by contacting Sarah Maass 

(Phone 269-225-1028; sarah.maass@thrivent.com; text 269-225-6605) or at the door while supplies 

last.  Event sponsored by Philip L Maass, CFP®, CLU®, FIC, Thrivent Financial Consultant. 

 

 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Mark Anton  Assisting Minister – Traci Wales 

Lector – Jamie Heise Lector – Gwen Hansen 

Cantor – Cindy Olson  Cantor – Cindy Olson 

Musician – Cindy Olson    Musician – Cindy Olson  

Pastor – Mike Kemper  Pastor – Mike Kemper 

mailto:sarah.maass@thrivent.com

