
  

Grace Lutheran Church 
239 E North St 

Hastings MI 49058 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Website: www.grace-hastings.org 

Facebook: Grace Lutheran Church-ELCA Hastings, MI 

 

Phone: (269) 945-9414 

            (269) 945-2645 

 

Pastor Ken Scheck II 

Ms. Cindy Olson, Minister of Music  

September 19, 2021 

 



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost Page 2 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 19, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We experience the abundance of God’s grace.  Yet, we Christians are 

warned not to take advantage of the poor and weak.  Rather, we are to uplift those who suffer.  Jesus 

is an example for us, as he taught us that we need to reach out to the outcast among us. 

 

Open My Eyes                                                                                                                         C.H. Scott 

                                                                                                                                          arr. V. Gumma 
 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music                               O Perfect Love                                                              J. Barnby 

                                                                                                                                          arr. V. Gumma 

  
  

Greeting 
Please rise in body or spirit.  The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  As the earth shows signs of seasons end, the life and peace we share in the Creator, the Redeemer 

and the Sustainer be you all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

A  We thank you, O God, for still creating. 

C  We bless you for the abundant harvest you provide. 

  

P  We are blessed with your mercy and power of life. 
C   All of creation gives you praise. 
  

A  We see the diversity of your creation.  
C   We give you praise for the hues you show forth today and for all time.  Amen  

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn                 All Are Welcome    ELW  641 
Stanzas 1-3 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

A     Let us pray…. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved 

children. 

C    Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 

and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading                    Jeremiah 11:18-20 

 
L A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but was met 

with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 
 

 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm is spoken.  The leader will read the light text.  The assembly will read the bold. 

Psalm 54 

 
1Save me, O God, by your name; 

in your might, defend my cause. 
2Hear my prayer, O God; 

give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 

those who have no regard for God. 
4Behold, God is my helper; 

it is the Lord who sustains my life. 

 
5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

 
7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

and my eye looks down on my enemies. 
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Second Reading               James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a 
 

L A reading from James. 
 

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we 

manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others. 
 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 

unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there  will also be disorder and 

wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 

to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 

 
4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 

cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. 

And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not 

have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend 

what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison. 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia.  Alleluia.    God has called us through the proclamation of the good news, that we may 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia. 
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Gospel Reading                       Mark 9:30-37 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition 

of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it;31for 

he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 

and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 

understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

 
33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing 

about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was 

the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 

last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 

arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring             J.S.Bach 

                                                                                                                                          arr. V. Gumma    

                          

Children’s Time 

 

Message                 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

Hymn of Day            Children of the Heavenly Father   ELW 781 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Lord, in your mercy.  The assembly prays, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

A   Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
   A brief silence 

A   God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you. Help us 

overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. We especially ask you 

to direct our leaders and ministry partners Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and 

Roseanne, our synod companion St. Paul Lutheran Church, Greenville, Zion Lutheran Church, 

Woodland, Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Lord, in your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 
 

A   God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this world and 

empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our environment. Lord, 

in your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 
 

A  God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to listen to 

each other and work toward peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially 

children, who cannot find safety in their home or country. Be with those who serve in the military, 

especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron 

Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart 

(Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Lord, in 

your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 
 

A God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find appropriate 

care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. We especially name before 

you Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Ron Bush, Cherie Clements, birth of Anderson Faas-

Porter, Joyce Daugherty, Family of Jennie Darnell, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, 

Megan Germain, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Henry Heil, Mike Hoppe, Bill Melcher, 

Darlene Olson,  Hope Palmer, Cynthia Rudesill (healthy pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, 

Tim Sullivan, Russ Trongo, George Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula,  Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and 

Eve Wright.  Lord, in your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 

 

  A God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your call to 

welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our commitment to them.

   (You may share your prayers at this time) 
   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

  A  God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all who grieve 

today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 
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P  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost Page 9 

 

After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of your creation. 
C  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with your word and send us forth to set 

tables in the midst of a suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way 

of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name forever. 

C  Amen. 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim that Jesus is among us. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

P Holy food for Holy people. 

C Thanks be to God.  
 

We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 

 
Please be seated.  You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  At this time, 

we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups.  There is a gluten-free option for the bread.  

Please let the pastor know.   

 
 

Please remain seated. 
Prayer after Communion 
 

A   Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table. 

C   Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors 

with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

Blessing 
 

P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you all, 

now and always. 

C   Amen. 

 

 

 

Sending Hymn                O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate         ELW 722   
 

 

Dismissal 
  

A   Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                 
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The Greatest 

In today’s gospel from Mark, the disciples have just witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration atop the high 

mountain. Riding high on this experience, they are now traveling with him through the countryside, 

processing what they have seen, contrasting it with the story of crucifixion and death Jesus keeps 

hinting at. They begin to argue about which of them is the greatest—who will be given the highest 

honors for hanging out with Jesus? But Jesus stops them in their tracks. It isn’t about the highest 

honors, or about who shines most brightly: “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant 

of all” (Mark 9:35). 

 

Jesus’ words to the disciples and to us are a reminder that God flips upside-down the way the world 

judges greatness. As Christians, most of us know this almost instinctively. We talk about avoiding 

“works righteousness” and rejecting the need to earn our salvation or prove our faith. And yet, even 

within the “servant of all” framework, we too often compete with one another to be the greatest servant. 

We hold ourselves up as examples of charity and justice, patting ourselves on the back for our works 

of service, hoping that the world—and God—will be impressed. Even when we know that this isn’t 

how God works, we still get sucked into the ways of the world. 

 

But Jesus’ statement to the disciples is not just about them: it is also about himself. It is a reminder 

that Jesus’ greatness is precisely because on the cross, he has become “last of all and servant of all.” 

Our own efforts at service and humility will always pale in comparison to the Son of God. To be sure, 

we are called to love and serve our neighbors; but we are called to trust Jesus, “last of all and servant 

of all,” for our salvation. This is good news, for now our competitions and attempts to impress are no 

more. We simply receive from the Lord and pass it along. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 43       Views: 48       Weekly Giving:  3,160.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 
 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace has begun a new ministry for the homeless.  We are 

collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your clean plastic 

shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.  

Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  

 

 
Adopt-a-highway on this Saturday.  Meet at Grace at 8:00 a.m., back about 10:15 to 10:30.  Sure 

could use some help.  Let Joe Longcor {(616) 430-1225} know if you have questions...easy to social 

distance :-) 
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We welcome Anita Shaw & Kim Domke to worship today, as handbell ringers for worship.  

We also thank Chris Bush who is playing the piano for us today.  We are blessed that they 

have come and share their musical talent to the glory of God. 

  
“Books for Kids” is a program that allows a book to be purchased for a student each month.  Your 

$20.00 donation will allow one student to receive a book each month.  You may give cash or write a 

check (payable to Grace Lutheran).  You may place your gift in a pew envelope and mark the outside 

of the envelope “Books for Kids”.  After today, we’ll stop collecting money.  

 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  

 

CPR, AED, and First Aid certification classes offered here at Grace Lutheran Church the 

weekend of Sept 24-26.  Sunday is a FREE mini AED awareness class from 12:15- 2:00.  See 

bulletin board for more details or talk with instructor Kim Domke. 

 

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time), 

ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

Barry County CROP Hunger Walk October 10, 2021, at Nashville United Methodist Church.  

Registration begins at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2:00 pm.  Please make checks to CWS CROP. 

 

Mask wearing.  The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing.  You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable.  Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

Grace is seeking a Parish Administrator, if you have any people that might be interested in this 

ministry opportunity, please call the church office. 

 

The  2022  ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis.  Keep praying for our youth and adults as they try to make 

decisions about their ability to go. 

 

 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Mark Anton  Assisting Minister – Kate Watson 

Lector – Dave Neeb Lector – Bill Freedlund 

Cantor – Chris Bush    Cantor – Chris Bush    

Musician – Chris Bush    Musician – Chris Bush 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  Pastor – Ken Scheck 

  Fellowship – Freedlunds  


