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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 26, 2021
Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green. We celebrate the founding of the
church and the fruits of the Spirit.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! We experience the abundance of God’s grace. Yet, we Christians are
warned not to take advantage of the poor and weak. Rather, we are to uplift those who suffer. Jesus
is an example for us, as he taught us that we need to reach out to the outcast among us.
Welcome/Announcements

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music
Greeting
Please rise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P As the earth shows signs of seasons end, the life and peace we share in the Creator, the Redeemer

and the Sustainer be you all.
C And also with you.
A We thank you, O God, for still creating.
C We bless you for the abundant harvest you provide.
P We are blessed with your mercy and power of life.
C All of creation gives you praise.
A We see the diversity of your creation.
C We give you praise for the hues you show forth today and for all time. Amen

Gathering Hymn

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Page 2

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

ELW 759

Prayer of the Day
A
C

Let us pray…. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you.
Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

L A reading from Numbers.
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides manna in
the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet
two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we
had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but
this manna to look at.”
4

10

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then
the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, “Why have
you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden
of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say
to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on
oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy
for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”
So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their
place there with you.”
16

24

So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the
people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.
26

Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested
on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying
in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord
Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD‘s
people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The psalm is spoken. The leader will read the light text. The assembly will read the bold.

Psalm 19:7-14
7

The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11

By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O LORD,
my strength and my redeemer.

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost Page 4

Second Reading

James 5:13-20

L A reading from James.
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with those in
good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each
other.
13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the
righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.
14

19

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another,
you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from
death and will cover a multitude of sins.
20

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison.
Gospel Acclamation Spoken
Alleluia!

Alleluia. Alleluia. Your word, O Lord, is truth; sanctify us in the truth. Alleluia.
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Gospel Reading

Mark 9:38-50

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the world’s definition
of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood.
P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to
stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does
a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against
us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name
of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
38

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be
better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
42

“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you
season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
49

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time
Message
Silence for reflection

Hymn of Day
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In Christ There Is No East or West

ELW 650

Prayers of Intercession
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Lord, in your mercy. The assembly prays,
Hear our prayer.
A Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence
A

We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in their
journey of faith. Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, and
worship.We especially ask you to direct our leaders and ministry partners Bishops Elizabeth and
Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Greenville, Zion Lutheran Church, Woodland, Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken. Lord,
in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A We pray for natural wonders of your creation, especially the Thornapple River. Restore damaged

C
A

C
A

C

forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have
provided. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in
them a desire to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Be with those who serve
in the military, especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements),
Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill
(Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), and Julia Ehredt
(Schrieners, Halsteads). Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide them
with peace and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. We
especially name before you Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Ron Bush, Donna Buehl,
Cherie Clements, birth of Anderson Faas-Porter, Joyce Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray
Depew, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, Henry Heil, Mike Hoppe, Jay
Joseph, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson, Hope Palmer, Chris Reynolds, Cynthia Rudesill (healthy
pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, Russ Trongo, George Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula,
Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright. Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
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A We pray for the worship leaders of Grace Lutheran Church: musicians, readers, acolytes, and

ushers. We ask you to restore us to wholeness. Bless us through the ministry of those who lead
us in worship and grant them the passion to continue in their service.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time and

place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. Lord,
in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ

our Lord.
C Amen.

Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)
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After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand.

Offering Prayer
A Let us pray . . . O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your creation.
C Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with your word and send us forth to set

tables in the midst of a suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name forever.
C Amen.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim that Jesus is among us.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
P Holy food for Holy people.
C Thanks be to God.

We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ

Please be seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. At this time,
we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups. There is a gluten-free option for the bread.
Please let the pastor know.

Please remain seated.

Prayer after Communion
A

Let us pray . . . O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence,
nourished us with words of mercy and fed us at your table.
C Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors
with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Mission Minutes
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing.

Blessing
P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you all,

now and always.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn
Dismissal
A Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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You Are Holy

ELW 525

What to Leave Behind
If you were stranded on a desert island, what five items would you want to have with you? Or if you
only had a minute to grab one possession before leaving the rest behind, what would you take? These
kinds of thought experiments invite us to clarify what’s most important to us while reminding us that,
frankly, we have a lot of things we could probably do without.
In today’s gospel, Jesus challenges us to take a similar look at ourselves. What parts of ourselves do
we need to leave behind as we follow Christ? Maybe it’s our perfectionism or our need for control.
Maybe it’s our desire to escape through addictions or distractions. Maybe it’s our harsh judgments
about ourselves or others or a broken image of ourselves. Whatever our stumbling block is, Jesus calls
us to leave it behind.
Yet, the gruesomeness of Jesus’ images—leaving behind body parts—suggests he understands that
this isn’t easy work. Often our most harmful patterns and behaviors are the hardest to leave behind,
because in some way we brought them into our lives to protect us from what scared us the most about
ourselves and the world around us. Jesus stands with us to give us courage to look at ourselves fully
as we are. He looks at us not with judgment but with love and grace. He invites us to find in him a new
source of comfort and security, to let go of our old selves and cling to him and to his cross.
When we take up this cross, Jesus will provide everything else that we need for the journey as his
followers—strength and courage, endurance and patience, hope and love. Today in this Christian
assembly, we walk through this journey together, encouraging one another with words of peace and
feeding one another with Christ’s own body and blood given for us.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Stewardship Information
Attendance: 45

Views: 48

Weekly Giving: $3,230.00

Budget Amount: $4,163.28

We need your plastic shopping bags! Grace has begun a new ministry for the homeless. We are
collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats. Please place your clean plastic
shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.
Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.
“Books for Kids” program collected $560.00 which allows 31 students to receive a free book every
month. Thank you for your generous gifts which gives the gift of reading to student who may not have
received a book.
The GraceGram is in your church mailbox this morning.
Pasty Sale $7.00 Unbaked and $8.00 Baked order by Thursday, October 28th.
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Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of
Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!
AED Today Kim Domke offers a FREE mini AED awareness class from 12:15- 2:00.
Increase Your Savings And Increase Your Comfort With A FREE Energy Analysis from
Consumers Energy. Sign up for a virtual or in-person appointment and one of Consumers Energy
trained Energy Analysts will conduct an assessment of your home that will provide you with
energy savings tips along with a personalized home energy report. Included in the Home Energy
Analysis are upgrades such as:
· LED bulbs
· LED nightlights
· Pipe wrap, showerheads, and faucet aerators *Electric water heater customers (Eligibility determined
at the time of appointment)
Please use POMO CODE: GLEE. If you have electric only call 833.685.1312
If you have gas only or a combination of gas and electric call 888.316.8014
Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time),
ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.
Barry County CROP Hunger Walk October 10, 2021, at Nashville United Methodist Church.
Registration begins at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2:00 pm. Please make checks to CWS CROP.
Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are
welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your
flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing.
The website DONATION button will be changing. In the next few weeks, you will see a change.
The new vendor will save Grace Lutheran Church hundreds of dollars a year.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022,
in Minneapolis. Keep praying for our youth and adults as they try to make
decisions about their ability to go.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister – Randy Teegardin
Lector – Jamie Heise
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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10:45 am
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Bill Freedlund
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
Fellowship – Freedlunds

