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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 3, 2021 

 

Pentecost is a season for growing represented by the color green.  We celebrate the founding of the 

church and the fruits of the Spirit.  

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  We are a broken people who needs God’s grace.  With our brokenness, 

God has proclaimed that we are forgiven.  Let us remember the promise that God is with us and will 

never abandon us in our time of brokenness.  Rather, God walks with us in our challenging times. 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

 
 

 

 

Gathering Music                 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                                 Doreen Potter  

  
  

Greeting 
Please rise in body or spirit.  The pastor and the assembly greet each other. 
 

P  The  steadfast  love  of  God,  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  growth  of the Holy  Spirit  be  

with  you  all. 

C  And also with you. 
  

P  O Lord, open our lips, 

C  and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 

  

P  Blessed God, satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 

C  that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

  

P  Give praise to the Holy Trinity our true God, 

C  who gives us life, salvation, and resurrection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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Gathering Hymn     I, the Lord of Sea and Sky           ELW 574 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

P     Let us pray…. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. 

C    Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that 

we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Please be seated. 

 

First Reading        Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the 

earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 
 

L A reading from Genesis: 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 

the first day. 
 
6And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters.” 7So God made the dome and separated 

the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God 

called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 
9And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 

appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 

called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 

And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 

them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the 

sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to 

rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And God saw that it was good. 19And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 
20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 

across the dome of the sky.” 21So God created every living creature that moves, of every kind, and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, “Be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there 

was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 
24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. And God saw that it was good. 
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26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 
27So God created humankind in his image, 

in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them. 
 

31God saw everything that was made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the sixth day. 
 

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that was done and rested on the seventh day from all the work that had been done. 
3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he 

had done in creation. 
 

4aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 8 

 
1O | LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens  

out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 

you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
  

3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

human beings that you should | care for them? R  
  

5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
  

7all | flocks and cattle, 

even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
 

9O | LORD our Lord, 

how majestic is your name in | all the earth! R 
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Second Reading         2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune 

harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 

 

L A reading from 2 Corinthians: 

 

Paul writes: 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with 

one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
 

13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

all of you. 

 

L The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 
Arise in body or spirit.  

Gospel Acclamation  We Eat the Bread of Teaching   ELW 518 
             Refrain 
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Gospel Reading                       Mark 10:2-16 
 

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories 

demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult 

men. 

 

P The Holy Gospel, according to Mark.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He 

answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a 

certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 

he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 

female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the 

two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.” 

 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, “Whoever 

divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband 

and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

 
13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 

sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children 

come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took 

them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

                           

Children’s Time 

 

Message                 

 
Silence for reflection 
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Hymn of Day            What Wondrous Love is This          ELW 666 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Lord, in your mercy.  The assembly prays, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 

P  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
   A brief silence 

 

 

P    Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning a 

call to ministry and all seminarians that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. We 

especially thank you for our church leaders especially, Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants 

David and Roseanne, our synod companion St. Immanuel Lutheran Church, Grand Ledge, Cedar 

Creek Bible Church, Delton, Minister of Music Cindy and Pastor Ken.  Lord, in your mercy.    

C    Hear our prayer. 
 

 

P   You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 

disability. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and 

hospitable. Lord, in your mercy.    

C    Hear our prayer. 
 

 

P  You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen 

relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family.  Be 

with those who serve in the military, especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Austin and Aaron Endsley, Alexis and Carlos Garcia (Burdicks), Brady 

and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas), Kayla and Lance Champaco (Pohls), 

and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads).  Lord, in your mercy.    

C    Hear our prayer. 
 

 

P  You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here today. 

Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us and remind us of their continued role 

in this community of faith.  We especially name before you Doris Allerding, Vickey Argo, Chris 

Bush, Ron Bush, Donna Buehl, Cherie Clements, birth of Anderson Faas-Porter, Joyce 

Daugherty, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, Larry Hansen, 

Henry Heil, Mike Hoppe, Jay Joseph, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson,  Hope Palmer, Chris 

Reynolds, Cynthia Rudesill (healthy pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, Russ Trongo, 

George Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula,  Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, and Eve Wright.  Lord, in 

your mercy.    

C    Hear our prayer. 
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 P You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone 

before us. Strengthen our trust we have in you.    

      (You may share your prayers at this time) 
   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

 

  P We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time and 

place. Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation.  Lord, 

in your mercy.    

 C    Hear our prayer. 

 

 P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 C Amen. 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 

(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 

 

 

Music of Thanksgiving and Praise                      How I Love You                                     Terry Coelho 

 

 

Prayer of Thanks for all that is given 

P   Let us pray . . . O God, maker of all things.  You have set before us these gifts of your creation. 
C  Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with your word and send us forth to set 

tables in the midst of a suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

Blessing 

P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you all, 

now and always. 

C   Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                       I Come with Joy    ELW 482 
     Stanzas 1 & 5 

 

 

Dismissal 
  

P   Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                     Holy God, We Praise Your Name     Katholisches Geangbuch 
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Softening Hearts 

 

At first, the two episodes in today’s gospel may seem disjointed: a challenging, even unsettling passage 

about divorce is followed by a much-loved image of Jesus telling his disciples to let little children 

come to him. Yet in both passages, Jesus puts rules and conventions aside to challenge his followers’ 

hearts to greater openness and vulnerability. 

 

When legal experts attempt to reduce the challenges of divorce to legal minutiae, Jesus reframes their 

questions in the context of our created need for human relationship. In a broken world, opening our 

hearts to others can bring some of our deepest pain, but if we don’t take that risk, we can lose out on 

the human love and companionship for which God created us. These verses should never be used to 

judge those who have gone through the heartache of divorce, but rather as a caution for all of us against 

letting the pain of relationships harden our hearts to the care, we were created to both give and receive. 

 

Similarly, in the second passage, Jesus praises the openness of children’s hearts to God’s kingdom 

when the disciples attempt to shoo them away. As adults, we have accumulated a lot of knowledge 

about how the world works. Yet this confidence in what we know can also harden our hearts against 

perceiving a God who moves in mysterious ways and challenges our fixed ideas of how things are. 

Once again, Jesus calls us to risk our hearts with humility and openness to being taught the ways of 

God’s kingdom by those we thought needed us to teach them. 

 

Through the rhythms of worship and the cadence of liturgy, in the vibrations of music and the gifts of 

bread and wine, we invite one another to relax our hearts, drop our defenses, and leave behind what 

we thought we knew. Here, the Spirit of God comes to open our hearts, to heal our pain, and to draw 

us ever more deeply into relationship with God and one another. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 44       Views: 48       Weekly Giving:  $1,150.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 
 

We need your plastic shopping bags!  Grace has begun a new ministry for the homeless.  We are 

collecting shopping bags and a group is weaving them into mats.  Please place your clean plastic 

shopping bags into a box marked shopping bags in the coat closet near the entrance and the office.  

Thanks for your ministry to those who can use these mats.  
 

Pasty Sale $7.00 Unbaked and $8.00 Baked order by Thursday, October 28th. 
 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am.  Hope to see you there!  
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Increase Your Savings And Increase Your Comfort With A FREE Energy Analysis from 

Consumers Energy.  Sign up for a virtual or in-person appointment and one of Consumers Energy 

trained Energy Analysts will conduct  an  assessment  of  your  home  that  will  provide  you  with  

energy  savings  tips  along  with  a personalized home energy report. Included in the Home Energy 

Analysis are upgrades such as: 

· LED bulbs 

· LED nightlights 

· Pipe wrap, showerheads, and faucet aerators *Electric water heater customers (Eligibility determined 

at the time of appointment) 

Please use POMO CODE: GLEE.  If you have electric only call 833.685.1312 

If you have gas only or a combination of gas and electric call 888.316.8014 

 

God’s Creation 2022 Calendars are available for $5.00.  This is not a fundraiser, but a spot you can 

pick them up for a very reasonable price.  These are made available by the Outreach committee. 

  

Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time), 

ushers, greeters and Assisting Ministers.  

 

Barry County CROP Hunger Walk NEXT SUNDAY at Nashville United Methodist Church.  

Registration begins at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2:00 pm.  Please make checks to CWS CROP. 

 

Mask wearing.  The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing.  You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable.  Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

The website DONATION button will be changing.  In the next few weeks, you will  see  a  change.  

The new  vendor  will  save Grace Lutheran Church hundreds of dollars a year. 
  

 

The  2022  ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis.  Keep praying for our youth and adults as they try to make 

decisions about their ability to go. 

 

Assisting Minister – Anna Scheck 

Lector – Anna Scheck 

Cantor – Vickey Argo    

Musicians – Vickey Argo, Chris Bush, Kim Domke, Carla Neil, Cindy Olson, Anna, Ethan and 

Ken Scheck, Clyde & Kate Watson   

Pastor – Ken Scheck   


