
 

Deadline for the        
November GraceGram 

is October 17, 2021.  
 

Send your articles to: 
Vicki MacKellar 

parishadmin@grace-
hastings.org 

October 2021 

GraceGram 
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . . 

Poverty 
 

I saw an old cottage of clay, 
And only of mud was the floor; 
It was all falling into decay, 
And the snow drifted in at the 
door. 
 

Yet there a poor family dwelt, 
In a hovel so dismal and rude; 
And though gnawing  
hunger they felt, 
They had not a morsel of food. 
 

The children were  
crying for bread, 
And to their poor mother 
they’d run; 
‘Oh, give us some breakfast,’ 
they said, 
Alas! their poor  
mother had none. 
 

She viewed them  
with looks of despair, 
She said  
(and I’m sure it was true), 
‘’Tis not for myself that I care, 
But, my poor little  
children, for you.’ 
 

O then, let the wealthy and gay 
But see such a hovel as this, 
That in a poor cottage of clay 
They may know  
what true misery is. 
 

And what I may have to bestow 
I never will squander away, 
While many poor  
people I know 
Around me are  
wretched as they. 
 

Jane Taylor 

ELCA World Hunger Appeal   

 

Sunday, November 14th 
 

As  a  congregation  we  have  supported  the  ELCA’s  World 
Hunger Appeal with our contributions for many, many years.  
We   plan   to  designate  Sunday,  November 14th, as  our  
emphasis  Sunday  this  year.  The Community Outreach 
Committee has made initial plans to provide a lasagna meal 
and an apple crisp style dessert for either a “stay-at-the-church” and/or a “take-home” meal.  
A suggested donation for the meal will be $10, the proceeds of which will be forwarded to 
the ELCA Churchwide headquarters in Chicago for its ongoing mission to alleviate world 
hunger. 
 
Final details will appear in the November issue of the Grace Gram. 

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Barry County CROP Hunger Walk 
 

Sunday, October 10, 2021 
 

The walk begins at Nashville United Methodist Church.  Registration 
begins at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2:00 pm.  If you plan to walk, 
please bring a mask for registration time.  Please make checks to 
CWS CROP. 

Thank you! 
 

Be cheerful no matter what; pray all the time; thank God no 
matter what happens. This is the way God wants you who belong 
to Christ Jesus to live.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
We are a servant Church.  We are blessed with many 
and  various  ways  that  God  has  equipped  us  to 
minister.  Thank you for being the hands and feet of 
Jesus Christ in the world. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A18&version=MSG


We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

New Addresses 
 

Shirley Beck 
1252 N. Cochran #116 
Charlotte, MI 48813 
 
 

George and Phyllis Lietz 
564 Trophy Lane 
Poteet, TX 78065 
 
 

Lyle & Joyce Proksch 
129 Jana Drive 
Statesville, NC 28677 
 
 

Carolyn O’Connor 
1252 N. Cochran #118 
Charlotte, MI 48813 

Seeking Ministers  
of Christ 

 

We are seeking people who 
are willing to serve in the 
church in many capacities.   
 

We need: 
 

Readers,  
Fellowship Providers  
(make coffee & lemonade), 
Ushers,  
Greeters and  
Assisting Ministers and 
much more! 

 Thanks! 
 

Grace is blessed 
with many who 
want to care for 
the homeless.  
The picture on 
the right represents the shopping bags that 
Grace Lutheran Church has contributed 
this summer.  We are thankful of your  
response  and  invite you to continue to 
bring your shopping  bags, as the bags 
continue to be transformed into mats. 

The  2022  ELCA  Youth  Gathering  

will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  in  

Minneapolis. 

 

Way to Go!!!  21 bags and $50 in cash were donated to the Hastings Food Bank from the FILL A BAG June Food 
Drive.  Thank you to all who donated food and hygiene items and to those who helped to deliver.  Grace is a blessing to our 
community; doing God's Work with Our Hands!  Also in September we gave 190.3 lbs. of food.  A thank you is on premise. 

The website DONATION button will be 
changing.  In the next few weeks, you 
will  see  a  change  when  you  hit  the  
DONATION button on the webpage.  We 
are changing vendors.  So, if you have 
automatic payments being made, you 
will need to update your information 
when the new vendor takes over.  The 
change is being done, so that we can be 
good  stewards  of  the  money  we  are 
being given through your gifts.  The  new  
vendor  will  save Grace Lutheran Church 
hundreds of dollars a year. 

Something new for  & 

The  Worship  Committee wants to be prepared, so we are video taping our musicians 

again this year for Advent and Christmas worship.  We are hoping to meet in person, but 

we want to be ready with a plan if COVID19 gets bad again.  Please contact Pastor Ken to 

be video taped for Advent by November 21 and Christmas by December 17.   

You’re Invited to Save & 
be a good steward! 

 

Get  a  free  home  energy  assess-
ment .  You will get tips on how to 
save money on energy and Grace 
will receive some money if we 
have enough participants.  Use 
Promo code:  GLEE 
Electric only: 833-685-1312 
Gas only: 888-316-8014 
Gas and Electric combo: 
888-316-8014 



Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual Car Show and Outdoor Service 
 
Grace Lutheran Church 6th annual car show was a success. 30 vehicles were registered, 
with several that did not register. Church service was under the largest tent this year 
resulting in shade for all. Worship attendance was between 120 to 125 folks with 
around  20 or more car owner and spectators joining our service.  Social Activities  
Committee  and  volunteers,  in  conjunction with Philip Maass of Thrivent Financial 
serving BBQ chicken and pulled pork once again, provided a free luncheon following 
the tent service. Over 125 folks joined   
us   with   “breaking   bread”   together. 
 
This year the Hastings Fire Department 
had on display one of their fire trucks, 
with volunteer Jackie Komondy and her 
two sons to demonstrate and explain the workings of the fire truck. 
 
We were blessed once more with beautiful weather. All was possible with many 
volunteers and church committees doing as Jesus has called us to “plant the 
seeds”. Maybe some seeds fell on good soil and helped us, and our neighbors, to 
build a stronger relationship with our Lord. Perhaps our event will help someone 
find a new church home. Thank you to all who participated in any way! 

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Thanks! 
 
Dear Grace family, 
            Thank you for your thoughts, 
prayers, and cards these past few 
months as I underwent heart surgery, 
recovery,  and  rehab.   Knowing   
people were holding Dennis and me 
in prayer gave us strength and hope 
for  a  full  recovery.  And  it  does  
appear that recovery has gone well –
I’m looking forward to returning to 
my usual shenanigans!  Special 
thanks to my “Zipper Sister” and to 
my fellow cancer survivor – you know 
who  you  are - for the notes and 
staying upbeat even while tackling 
your own health worries!  It’s good to 
come   out   smiling   but  it’s  also  
important   to   smile  THROUGH  
challenging  times! 
 

            Love and peace, Chris Bush 

Thanks to all my friends at Grace.  Thanks for the  
lovely cards and for your thoughts and prayers. 

Your prayers worked, as I am doing well  
on my road to recovery.  

Jane Secor 

Halloween Trunk-or-Treat 
 
 
A   discussion   took   place   during  the  
September  meeting  of  the  Community 
Outreach Committee concerning the pros and 
cons of conducting a Halloween Trunk-or-
Treat  event  this October.  Regretfully it was 
decided that the continued  presence  of  
safety concerns surrounding the COVID  
virus,   especially  for  children  and  our  
congregational participants, necessitated the 
decision  to  once  again  cancel  this  project  
for  this  year.  It is hoped that a vaccine for 
children will be developed soon and that an 
increasing percentage of adults receiving a 
vaccine will finally allow us to plan this 
much enjoyed project by October of 2022. 
 
 



 

At Work in the World 
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is 
our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us.” Ephesians 2:13-14 

As baptized people of God, we are called to meet the mission we were given at the time 
of our baptism.  At  baptism  we  hear  the  challenge, “To live among God’s faithful 
people, to care for others and the world God made and to work for justice and 
peace.” I’m thinking about the very real brokenness and messiness of this world. It’s 
easy to read the verses from Ephesians as a pious “happily ever after”: once we were 
divided; now we are united in Christ. But what does that really look like, in the midst of 
this broken world? What are the tangible behaviors and signs that embody our unity in 
Christ – the Christ who was tortured and executed to bring about that unity? How do the 
words of Ephesians move from expressing a first century confession of faith to shaping 
a twenty-first century reality? 

I  was  blessed  to  be  introduced  to a new-to-me hymn, from the All Creation Sings 
resource that we have begun using here at Grace Lutheran Church, Hastings. The words 
of pastor, teacher, and musician David Bjorlin provided some very specific images in 
response to those questions: 

 

Build a longer table, not a higher wall, 
Feeding those who hunger, making room for all. 
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend, 
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end. 

 

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail; 
Where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail. 
For any place where justice is denied, 
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside. 

 

Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence, 
Love protects all people, sparing no expense. 
When we embrace compassion more than fear, 
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here. 

 

When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad, 
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God. 
So must our tables welcome those who roam. 
None can be excluded; all must find a home. 

 

Where do we build walls and fences? Where do we draw lines that divide “us” from 
“them”? And, beloved of God, as the body of Christ how will you – we! – overcome 
those divisions?  

Serving Christ with you, 

Pastor Ken Scheck II + 

 

 

Let us open our tables, 
break down walls, protect 
the innocent, open our 
doors and share God’s 
love.  We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 



PASTY SALE!! 

Grace Lutheran Church 

239 E North St 

Hastings  MI  49058 

PRE-ORDER ONLY  

by Thursday, October 28th for  
Pickup on Saturday, November 6th 

Call 269.945.9414 to place your order 
 Tuesday—Thursday  $7.00 $6.00 Unbaked 
 9 am—3:30 pm  $8.00 $7.00 Baked 

Increase Your Savings And Increase Your Comfort With 
A FREE Energy Analysis! 
Sign up for a virtual or in-person appointment and one of Consumers Energy trained Energy Analysts will conduct  
an  assessment  of  your  home  that  will  provide  you  with  energy  savings  tips  along  with  a personalized 
home energy report. Included in the Home Energy Analysis are upgrades such as: 

• LED bulbs 

• LED nightlights 

• Pipe wrap, showerheads, and faucet aerators *Electric water heater customers (Eligibility determined at the 
time of appointment) 
 

Please use POMO CODE: GLEE.  If you have electric only call 833.685.1312 
If you have gas only or a combination of gas and electric call 888.316.8014 
Thanks for being good stewards of God’s creation! 

God’s Creation 
2022 Wall Calendar 
The   Community   Outreach  
Committee is once again offering 
these calendars.  The cost is 
$5.00 for each calendar.  This is 
not    a   fundraiser,   but   an   
opportunity for members to have 
a   spot   to   purchase   these   
calendars. 

“Books for Kids” 
 

This program collected $560.00 

which  allows  31  students  to 

receive a free book every month.  
 

Thank you for your generous gift 

which shares the gift of reading 

with students who may not have 

the opportunity to have a book. 

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Friends of the Hastings 

Performing Arts Center 
 

The friends are developing a volunteer 
usher corps.   It   takes   about  8-10  
volunteers to work any given event.   
The goal is to build a   database  of  
willing volunteers.  Volunteering creates 
opportunities to be present first hand for 
our  youth  as  well  as  professional  
performers.  
 
If interested,  
please email  
joe.lajoye@hassk12.org 

      



Military: 
 
Grandson of Freedlunds  
   Parker Stancil (US Army)  
 
Daughter and son-in–law of Rob & Lisa Pohl  
   Kayla & Lance Champaco 
 
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements 
 Myrina & Cody Crawford  
 
Grandson  of Gwen Hansen  
 Cynthia and Brady Rudesill  
 
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula 
 LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia ) 
 
Grandniece of Karen and Bill Halstead & Jan Schreiner 
 Julia Ehredt   (Bahrain) 
 

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office. 

We are PREPARED TO BE . . . 

Melissa Patton  10/02 
Victoria Steadman 10/08 
Ron Neil  10/09 
Brenda Teegardin 10/09 
Matt Mikolajczyk 10/09 
Carla Neil  10/10 
Ed Domke  10/10 
Joyce Daugherty 10/11 
Joe Varkula  10/16 
Kristi Winick  10/16 
Pastor Ken  10/19 
MacKenzie Maupin 10/19 
Connor Wales  10/27 
Larry Maupin  10/31 

Prayers for a 

healthy pregnancy 

for Cynthia (Brady) 

Rudesill 

Homebound:  
 

Vivian Allerding  Thornapple Manor 
   2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings 49058 
 Donna Buehl  Thornapple Manor 
Joyce Daugherty Thornapple Manor 

Ilene Hilson  Thornapple Manor  
Wes Gillons  Thornapple Manor 
Opal Gillons  Thornapple Manor 
 

Beulah Benedict Stone Ridge Adult Foster Care 
   4825 Fruin Road 
   Bellevue MI 49021 
 

Dave Bolton  Carvath Village, Room 138 
   690 W Main St / Middleville  49333 
 

Don Granzow  Woodlawn Meadows 
   1825 East St. / Hastings 49058 
 

Shirley Beck  Hope Landing 
   1252 N. Cochran #116 
   Charlotte MI 48813 
Carolyn O’Connor Hope Landing   #118   

 

Lois VonSeggern Butterfly Oasis 
   3313 Parchmount Ave 
   Kalamazoo MI  49004 

Do you know how you can help 
Grace Lutheran Church save 
$0.58?   You  can have your         
GraceGram  electronically   
delivered to you!  If you would 
like to receive it this way, please 
contact the church office at 
269.945.9414. 

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Tom and Cheryl Drumm  10/06 

Joe Longcor and Vickey Argo  10/23 

Gary and Lisa Golnek   10/28 

Welcome 
 

Vicki MacKellar 
 

our new Parish Administrator 
 

starts on October 5, 2021 
 

Tues – Thurs  9 AM - 3:30 PM 
 

parishadmin@ 
grace-hastings.org 



     1 2 

       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Worship 
Services: 
8:00 & 10:45 
 
In-person, also 
Online worship 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

 
Social 
Activities 5:45 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 

Welcome 
Vicki  
MacKellar 
 
Flute Choir 
6-8:30 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 
 
Bells 
3-6                  
 

  

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

Worship 
Services: 
8:00 & 10:45 
 
In-person, also 
Online worship 
 
Crop Walk  
2:00 pm 
Nashville UMC 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 

Outreach 4:30 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 

Executive 6 pm 

BOG 7 pm 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 
 
Bells 
3-6                  

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Worship 
Services: 
8:00 & 10:45 
 
In-person, also 
Online worship 
 

 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

 

 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

 

Council 6 pm 

Flute Choir  
6-8:30 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 
 
Bells 
3-6                  

 Movie  
Night 
6-9 pm 
War Room 
 
Shown in  
Sanctuary for 
distancing  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Worship 
Service: 
8:00 & 10:45 

 
 
In-person, also 
Online worship 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

 

Pastor’s office 

hours 10am-12 

Pastor’s office 
hours 10am-12 
 
 
Bells 
3-6                  

  

31       

Worship 
Services: 
8:00 & 10:45 
 
In-person, also 
Online worship 

      

Welcome  Autumn 



Executive Committee: 

President: Randy Teegardin 
 

Vice President: Chris Bush 
 

   Secretary:  Lisa Pohl 
 

       Treasurer: Ed Domke 
 

Church Council  

Members/Liaisons 

Vickey Argo 

(Congregational Care) 

Doug Neeb (Property) 

Vacant (Outreach) 

 Jamie Heise (Youth & Family) 

Bill Freedlund (Small Groups) 

Clyde Watson (Stewardship) 

Deborah Wilke (Social Activities) 

Vacant (Worship) 

Our Staff: 

Ken Scheck II 
Minister of Word and Sacrament 
pastorken@grace-hastings.org 

 

Cindy Olson,  
Minister of Music 

 
Vicki MacKellar 

Parish Administrator 
Tues – Thurs     9 AM - 3:30 PM 

parishadmin@ 
grace-hastings.org 

 

Kim Domke,  
Bell Choir Director 

kdomke08@gmail.com 
 
 

Nathan Freedlund,  

Custodian 

 

OUR MINISTERS:   

THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

- Martin Luther 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Grace Lutheran 
Church 

239 E. North Street 
Hastings, MI  49058 

 

Website: 
www.grace-hastings.org 

 

Facebook: 
Grace Lutheran Church– 

ELCA Hastings, MI 
 

Phone: 
269-945-9414 
269-945-2645 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

8:00 am and 10:45 am 
Worship also 

On line: 
www.grace-hastings.org 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
10:45 am 

1st Sunday after Labor Day 

through May @ 10:45 a.m.  
Seeking a coordinator 


