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Christ the King Sunday
November 21, 2021
Christ the King is the end of the season for the Christian calendar. Today’s color is white representing
the purity and glory due Jesus our king. We praise God for our servant king, who stands at the end of
time welcoming us into the eternal kingdom of God’s reign.

Jesus was not wealthy or famous. Christ did not promise his followers that they would possess
riches, power, or prestige. Jesus was named king only in death. He reigned from the cross,
leaving his disciples the treasure of his body and blood.
Today we gather as the body of Christ. We wear the crown of baptism and trace his royal sign
— the holy cross — over our brows and bodies. We leave here strengthened to serve those
who are hungry, thirsty, strangers, naked, sick, and imprisoned.
Welcome/Announcements
Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship.
Gathering Music

Fairest Lord Jesus

arr. Joel Raney

Greeting
Please rise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other.
P As the earth shows signs of seasons end, the life and peace we share in the Creator, the Redeemer

and the Sustainer be with you all.
C And also with you.
A We thank you, O God, for still creating.
C We bless you for the abundant harvest you provide.
P We are blessed with your mercy and power of life.
C All of creation gives you praise.
A We see the diversity of your creation.
C We give you praise for the hues you show forth today and for all time. Amen

Gathering Hymn
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Beautiful Savior

ELW
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Prayer of the Day
A
C

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever.
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the
glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Please be seated.

First Reading

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

L A reading from Daniel.
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were experiencing
would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all nations to account
and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.
9

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was white
as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were
burning fire. 10A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the
books were opened.
13

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. 14To him was given dominion and
glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The psalm is spoken. The leader will read the light text. The assembly will read the bold.

Psalm 93
1

The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
2
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.
3

The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.
4
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.
5

Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.
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Second Reading

Revelation 1:4b-8

L A reading from Revelation.

The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly,
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one
whose return we eagerly await.
4b

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and
made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
7

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his
account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the
Almighty.
8

L The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison.

Gospel Acclamation Spoken

Alleluia!

Alleluia. Alleluia. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our ancestor David. Alleluia.
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Gospel Reading

John 18:33-37

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power:
through force or with love.
P The Holy Gospel, according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35Pilate
replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.
What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were
from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
33

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Message

Silence for reflection

Hymn of Day
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O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us

ELW 431

Prayers of Intercession
We pray the prayer response after each petition. You will hear, Lord, in your mercy.
The assembly prays, Hear our prayer.
A Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the

church, the world, and everyone in need.
A brief silence
A

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, missionaries,
evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the world. Fill their words and
actions with compassion and kindness so that your truth will shine. We thank you for our church
leaders especially, Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod
companion Lutheran Church of the Savior, Kalamazoo, Delton Community Church, Delton,
Minister of Music Cindy, and Pastor Ken. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things longing for

the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals and rare insects.
Give human beings compassionate hearts to care for them. Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of international

alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility and wisdom to
make just decisions to benefit all. Be with those who serve in the military, especially Parker Stancil
(Freedlunds), Cody and Myrina Crawford (Clements), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel
Taggart (Varkulas) and Julia Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
A God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. We pray for

people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our community. Renew them in
their work. Send healing and relief to all who are sick, especially Doris Allerding, Amber Andrews,
Vickey Argo, Gerrie & Veronica Baarson, Ron Bush, Donna Buehl, Cherie Clements, Ann Cusack,
The family of Joyce Daugherty, Mary Dawson, Pat Wales Depew, Ray Depew, Mike Fruth, Lorie
Gladyness, Karl Golnek, Lisa Golnek, The family of Dawn Goodrich, The family of Don Granzow,
Mike Hoppe, The family of Jay Joseph, Bill Melcher, Darlene Olson, Jan Rounds, Cynthia Rudesill
(healthy pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, George Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula, Cheri
Wilke, Deborah Wilke, Kristi Winick, Eve Wright, Lynnze, Kaylee F., Lily & Ali B. and Laney F.
Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
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A God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of our

congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and suffering.
Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us in the body of Christ.
(You may share your prayers at this time)
Here other intercessions may be offered.
A God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for those whose

lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus’ reign of justice and peace. Empower us to join their witness.
Lord, in your mercy.
C Hear our prayer.
P

God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us always,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace.

Sharing the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
(We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.)

After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand.

Offering Prayer
A

Let us pray . . . God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and
manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us.
C Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by the glorious resurrection opened to us the way
of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name forever.
C Amen.
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we
proclaim that Jesus is among us.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught:
C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
P Holy food for Holy people.
C Thanks be to God.
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We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ

Please be seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. At this time,
we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups. There is a gluten-free option for the bread.
Please let the pastor know.

Please remain seated.

Prayer after Communion
A Let us pray . . . Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our

faith into a feast of salvation.
C Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Mission Minutes
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing.

Blessing
P God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you

all, now and always.
C Amen.

Sending Hymn

Thine the Amen

Dismissal
A Let us go out and love the world.
C Thanks be to God.
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CHRIST THE KING
What Kind of Kingdom?
Some have interpreted Jesus’ statement “My kingdom is not from this world” (John 18:36) to mean
that Jesus promises good things only in some distant future, as if we need not worry about justice or
poverty in this life. However, in his actions and teachings throughout his life, Jesus clearly cared very
much about the here and now of this world.
In the Lord’s prayer, we say, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.” We are
praying for God’s will in this world, the only home and society we know. But what does it look like
for God’s will to be done on earth?
Jesus disappointed his followers, who expected a revolutionary leader. In generation after generation,
revolutions come and go. Those who were on the bottom get to be on the top for a spell. Inevitably,
we have the same old concentration of power in high places, insiders versus outsiders, the haves and
the have-nots. The names and titles change, but the system does not.
By the typical standards of a political revolution, Jesus’ execution meant he was a total failure. But he
embodied a different kind of power, testifying to a truth larger and deeper and ultimately stronger than
any revolution. In his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus jammed up the whole system that keeps
cycling back around to perpetuate violence, retribution, inequality, and exclusion.
Through Jesus, the kingdom of God breaks in amid the old kingdoms that rise and fall, bringing a new
reign of love, forgiveness, and peace. As a beloved community that longs to break free from old cycles
of worldly power, we continue to pray for God’s kingdom to come, for renewal that is deeper and more
lasting than any political movement. And we continue to work for a world where all of God’s children
and God’s creation are treated with respect, justice, and love.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Stewardship Information
Attendance: 44

Views: 78

Weekly Giving: $3,130.00

Budget Amount: $4,163.28

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of
Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!
God’s Creation 2022 Calendars. Available for $5.00 each. This is not a fundraiser, but you can pick
them up for a very reasonable price. These are made available by the Outreach Committee.
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Seeking readers, fellowship providers (make coffee and lemonade for our fellowship time), ushers,
greeters, and Assisting Ministers.
TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO SIGNUP to attend the play Miracle on 34th Street presented by
the Thornapple Players at the Hastings High School Performing Arts Center. We will be attending the
Sunday matinee on December 5th at 2pm (meet at the church at 1:15pm to collect your tickets). There
is a sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area. After the play we will head over
to State Street Diner for dinner and fellowship (everyone pays their own way for both the play and
dinner). Call Deborah Wilke at 269-953-8216, if you have questions.
Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are
welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your
flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24-28, 2022,
in Minneapolis. Keep praying for our youth and adults as they try to make
decisions about their ability to go.
Increase Your Savings And Increase Your Comfort With A FREE Energy Analysis from
Consumers Energy. Sign up by DECEMBER 12, 2021. You can have a virtual or in-person
appointment. Please use POMO CODE: GLEE. If you have electric only call (833) 685-1312. If you
have gas only or a combination of gas and electric call (888) 316-8014.
Christmas Family Adoptions. There is a signup sheets to help provide groceries and gifts to families
in need. The Children’s Gift purchasing board is posted in the gathering area. The grocery signup is
posted on the bulletin board. Please have grocery and gift donations to the church Sunday, Dec. 19th.
Please fill out a survey about worship practices on the back of your participation card. We will
have this survey for several weeks. The congregation council asks you to fill only 1 survey per person.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry.
Caroling for the Homebound. Meet at the church at 1:00pm, as we set out to spread some cheer on
December 11, 2021. Carpooling is available if it desired.
8:00 am
Assisting Minister – Mark Anton
Lector – Dave Neeb
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
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10:45 am
Assisting Minister – Traci Wales
Lector – Kim Domke
Cantor – Cindy Olson
Musician – Cindy Olson
Pastor – Ken Scheck
Fellowship – The Freedlund Family

