DecemBER 2021
GraceGram
Grace alone . . . Faith alone . . . Word alone . . .
Come

Hope
of unity

Make
us one

Body.
Come,

O Lord
Jesus,
reconcile
all
nations.

Deadline for the
January GraceGram is
December 17, 2021.
Send your articles to
Vicki MacKellar at:
parishadmin@gracehastings.org

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness
but will have the light of life.” John 8:12

The Light of the World
The stamp to the right is a drawing of a raven with a
gold ball in its mouth surrounded by stars. It’s mostly
black and white with flecks of gold that sparkle in
the light. It is a depiction of the dramatic conclusion of
the story of how the raven gave light to the world — by
stealing it from a box.
The light of the world. Many people in our part of the
world are missing the light of the world at this time of
year. Some people might even think that you need to
steal light. In the past I would sit under a special light
bulb that gave out ultraviolet rays, so that I could have a
few more minutes of “sun”. We who live in the Hastings
area are still losing light each day. Our days keep getting
shorter. We miss the light of the world, we realize the
light of the world gives us energy, strength, nutrition,
helps us produce vitamin D, helps us keep good sleeping
schedules and to be honest helps us to be happy. Yes, we
need the light of the world. Without it we would die.
All people can relate to the need for the
light of the world. Some people do not
know the gift of Jesus, as the light of the
world. And as I typed that last sentence,
I wonder how many of us sit in the
darkness of the cold earth? How many
of us are waiting in the shadows? How
many of us are needy? The raven gave
stolen light. Jesus gave his own life, so
that he could become the light of the
world for all people.
Let us celebrate that the day (Jesus) does come to us. Let us have hope that the
sun (Jesus) scatters the darkness. Let us celebrate that the shadows are
dispelled by the sun (Jesus) allowing us to have hope, even if we now sit
in darkness.
Waiting in hope with you,
Pastor Ken +

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Come Sing and Ring with the Grace Bell Choir
The Hastings Mingle Jingle will be taking place on Saturday, December 4th. The
Grace Handbell Choir has been invited to participate by ringing INDOORS at Bunkers
Smokehouse (the Old County Seat, across from Mexican Connexion). You are invited
to join us in singing Christmas carols, ring some EASY music if you wish, or just shake
some jingle bells with us. Our performance time is from 11:30AM to 1PM.
All are welcome!
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Brothers of Grace
meeting in December
All men over 18 years old are most
welcome to join Brothers men's group
for its annual December Dinner Out. This
will be on Tuesday, December 14 and we
anticipate a arriving at 6:30 and eating
about 7 or 7:15 to wrap it up about 8:30.
The location is being finalized but ride
sharing is likely if desired. I will put up a
sign-up list at church. If you have any
questions, feel free to call or text me at
616-430-1225.

Gifting Mission
Endowment
Seeking your suggestions!
The Mission Endowment Fund (MEF) Committee will meet
early in the new calendar year to determine recommendations for the disbursement of earnings from the fund. As
stated in Grace’s constitution, the purpose of the MEF is
“to provide for mission work beyond the operational
budget of this congregation.” Previous gifts have gone to
support: Family Promise of Barry County, our youth to
attend the ELCA Youth Gathering and other mission and
camp activities, the county’s Kinship Support Services,
local school programs, and other ministries and programs.

Peace... Joe Longco
We are putting on hold at this time the
collection of plastic shopping bags. The
“plarn" makers and crocheters need time
to play catch up! Thank you to all of you
who have donated bags: to date the
Hastings Women's Club members have
made and donated over 25 sleeping
mats for those in need. It takes about
600 bags to make just one mat. Your
participation in this mission is greatly
appreciated. ~Deborah Wilke

You likely see needs in many areas, especially as the
world, locally and globally, continues grappling with the
pandemic. Please submit any suggestions you have for the
gifting of MEF monies.
Drop a note to or talk with:
Chris Bush, Ed Domke, or Pastor Ken.

Something new for

The Worship Committee wants to be prepared, so we are video taping our musicians again
this year for Christmas worship. We are hoping to meet in person, but we want to be ready
with a plan if COVID19 gets bad again.
Please contact Pastor Ken to be video taped by December 17.
Christmas Eve service will be at 4:00pm this year!

You’re Invited to Save &
be a good steward!
Get a free home energy assessment. You
will get tips on how to save money on
energy and Grace will receive some
money if we have enough participants.
Use Promo code: GLEE
Electric only: 833-685-1312
Gas only: 888-316-8014
Gas and Electric combo:
888-316-8014 Deadline December 12th.

Prayers for a
Healthy pregnancy for
Cynthia (Brady) Rudesill

Called to the
Church Triumphant

Dawn Goodrich
Condolences may be
sent to:
Harold Goodrich
549 Meadow Lane
Hastings, MI 49058

Called to the
Church Triumphant

Don Granzow
Condolences may be
sent to:
Steve Granzow
3003 Iroquois Trail
Hastings, MI 49058
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2021 Giving Tree
The Giving Tree will be set up during the
month of December in the gathering area.
Local schools and elementary students are in
need of some support again this year.
Please come select: a tag or two, or share a donation earmarked
2021 Giving Tree, and someone will shop for you. Check the Grace
Facebook page or call the church office for more ideas.
Please do not wrap classroom gifts: Place them near the tree.
Return by January 2, 2022. These will be delivered to the schools
that are waiting for them when teachers and students return from
Christmas break.

Pasty Sale
"You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion, and
through us your generosity will result in
thanksgiving to God." - 2 Corinthians 9:11
The Pasty Sale was a success because of each
of YOU! Whether you bought pasties,
helped on one of the days, or held others in
your prayers ... YOU made a difference and
gave the credit to God. YOU are each a
blessing.

We had about 30 to 32 individuals help
prepping, cutting, mixing, rolling,
gooping, crimping, packing, handling money,
and most of all (at least to me) sharing in
fellowship. I am so grateful that we had six
or seven new volunteers this year...what a
blessing. We also learned the guys can
crimp. You know whom you are...it was a
wonderful and blessed surprise. With warm
tummies and warmer hearts may we all
continue to help in doing God's work. Thank
you and blessings...
Joe Longcor
The Youth made just under $1,000.00 from
the Pasty Sale for the ELCA National Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. Thanks for
helping the youth attend this wonderful
event.

Youth
Look for details
of a tubing good time at
Cannonsburg Ski
Sunday January 2, 2022
right after second service.

What students need most: Large-sized containers of snacks, disinfecting wipes, and paper towels, and shoes in designated sizes
(black, white or other gender-neutral designs so any child can wear
them).

Christmas Family
Adoptions
The Grace Outreach Committee
plans to again coordinate the
adoption of five families from the Hastings
community to receive Christmas dinner food
baskets and gifts for their children. The
majority of families we adopt will be from names
submitted by the administration of the
Southeastern Elementary School. This is a
long-standing project of our church family and
our members response has always been very
gratifying. Grocery donation listing and a
Children’s Gift purchasing board are posted in the
gathering area. We are also asking members to
drop off boxes for use in delivering the
groceries and gifts. Boxes may be left in the
last classroom located on the northside hallway.
Grocery and gift donations need to be dropped
off by Sunday, Dec. 19th. We look forward to
brightening Christmas morning for some families
in our community once again this year.

We are PREPARED TO BE . . .

Let Us Pray: If you are aware of others that should be put on the lists, please notify the office.
Military:

Homebound:
Vivian Allerding
Donna Buehl
Ilene Hilson
Wes Gillons
Opal Gillons
Beulah Benedict

Thornapple Manor
2700 Nashville Rd / Hastings 49058
Thornapple Manor
Thornapple Manor
Thornapple Manor
Thornapple Manor
Stone Ridge Adult Foster Care
4825 Fruin Road
Bellevue MI 49021

Dave Bolton

Carvath Village, Room 138
690 W Main St / Middleville 49333

Elsie Merrow

Woodlawn Meadows
1825 East St. / Hastings 49058

Shirley Beck

Hope Landing
1252 N. Cochran #116
Charlotte MI 48813
Hope Landing #118

Carolyn O’Connor
Lois VonSeggern

Butterfly Oasis
3313 Parchmount Ave
Kalamazoo MI 49004

BIRTHDAYS
Myrina Crawford
Ed Markwart
Traci Wales
Sandy Mosteller
Elnora Beckwith
Dave Neeb
Carolyn O’Connor
Cheri Clements
Jeanette Kogge
Bill Freedlund
Corrina Palmer
Illene Hilson
Gary Golnek
Karen Halstead
Margaret Wood
Deborah Wilke

12/01
12/01
12/01
12/06
12/11
12/11
12/13
12/20
12/20
12/20
12/22
12/26
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/31

Grandson of Freedlunds
Parker Stancil (US Army)
Daughter & son-in-law of Cherie Clements
Myrina & Cody Crawford
Grandson of Gwen Hansen
Cynthia and Brady Rudesill
Nephew of Joe & Sharon Varkula
LT Joel Taggart (USN, Virginia )
Grandniece of Karen and Bill Halstead & Jan Schreiner
Julia Ehredt (Bahrain)

You are invited to attend the play Miracle on 34th
Street presented by the Thornapple Players at the
Hastings High School Performing Arts Center. We
will be attending the matinee on Sunday, December 5th at 2:00pm (meet at the church at 1:15pm
to collect your tickets). There will be a sign-up
sheet posted on the bulletin board in the Gathering Area. Payment is due at the time of sign-up.
Make checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church.
After the play we will head over to the State
Street Diner for dinner and fellowship (everyone
pays their own way for both the play and dinner).
Please contact Deborah Wilke at (269) 953-8216
with any questions.

ANNIVERSARIES
12/16 George and Phyllis Lietz
12/20 Robert and Sharon Bolton
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Something new for

Advent

or is it?

At this time of year, Christians often focus on the coming

from the

Hope

Gospel

On Wednesday nights during Advent we will gather in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm for worship. We will sing our
beloved Holden Evening Prayer liturgy, listen, and reflect on the Word of God and sing a Gospel hymn that focuses
on the hope of the coming Savior.

Join us as we sing a different

Gospel

each week:

On December 1, we sing:
Come by here, my Lord, come by here.
Come by here, my Lord, come by here.
Come by here, my Lord, come by here.

On December 8, we sing:
Somebody’s knocking at your door,
Somebody’s knocking at your door,
O sinner, why don’t you answer?
Somebody’s knocking at your door.

Come By
Here

On December 15, we sing:

Soon and very soon,
We are going to see the King,
Soon and very soon,
We are going to see the King.
Soon and very soon,
We are going to see the King,
Hallelujah, hallelujah,
We are going to see the King.
Let us come together and celebrate God’s love that keeps being revealed and gives us hope.
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DECemBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Advent Worship
7 pm

Bells
3:30pm-5:00pm

5

6

7

8

9

Worship
Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Executive 6pm

Advent Worship
7 pm

8:00 & 10:45
In-person, also
Online worship Social
Activities 3:30
Bells ring at
service
Miracle on
34th play

15

16

Worship
Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor at
Grand Rapids
Conference
Meeting

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

10

11
Caroling for the
Homebound

17

18

24

25

Advent Worship
7 pm

BOG Dinner
arrive at
restaurant by
6:30 pm

19

20

21

22

Worship
Services:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

23

Christmas
Eve

Council Dinner
6:00pm????

4 pm
Worship

Flute Choir
6:00-8:30pm

26

27

28

29

Worship
Service:

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

Pastor’s office
hours 10am-12

8:00 & 10:45
In-person, also
Online worship

4

Carpooling is
available

14

8:00 & 10:45
In-person, also
Online worship

3

Flute Choir
6:00-8:30pm

13

Jesus’ B-Day
Party after
2nd service

Saturday

Meet at Church at
1:00pm

12

8:00 & 10:45
In-person, also Outreach 4:30
Online worship

Friday

30

Merry Christmas!

31
Youth to go
tubing on
January 2 at
Cannonsburg
Ski

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Executive Committee:
President: Randy Teegardin
Vice President: Chris Bush
Secretary: Lisa Pohl

8:00 am and 10:45 am
Worship also online:
www.grace-hastings.org

Treasurer: Ed Domke

Members/Liaisons
Vickey Argo
(Congregational Care)
Doug Neeb (Property)

Jamie Heise (Youth & Family )
Bill Freedlund (Small Groups)
Clyde Watson (Stewardship)
Debora Wilke (Social Activities)

Ken Scheck II
Minister of Word and Sacrament
pastorken@grace-hastings.org
Cindy Olson,
Minister of Music
Vicki MacKellar,
Parish Administrator
Tue–Thurs 9AM - 3PM
parishadmin@
grace-hastings.org

Church Council

Vacant (Outreach)

Our Staff:

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
10:45 am
1st Sunday after Labor Day
through May @ 10:45 a.m.
Seeking a coordinator

Kim Domke,
Bell Choir Director
kdomke08@gmail.com
Nathan Freedlund,
Custodian
OUR MINISTERS:
THE PEOPLE OF GOD
- Martin Luther

Vacant (Worship)

Grace Lutheran
Church
239 E. North Street
Hastings, MI 49058
Website:

www.grace-hastings.org
Facebook:
Grace Lutheran Church–
ELCA Hastings, MI
Phone:
269-945-9414
269-945-2645

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

