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Third Sunday of Advent 
December 12, 2021 

 

The season of Advent is a time of preparation for the expected Messiah, who 

came in an unexpected way, as the baby Jesus. The color of the season is blue 

like the night sky, representing the Christ who is called Dayspring, which means 

source of day. 
 

Welcome/Announcements 
 

 
 

 

Gathering Music     
 

The CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE ADVENT WREATH - Shepherds Candle   

  

P  Leap with love, flames of light, 

C  we begin another week of patient preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

A  As candle flames bless us with brilliance on this winter tide, 

C  may our gift-giving be part of our preparation for God’s greatest gift, Emmanuel. 
   

P  Let each present we prepare to give be a sign of God’s gift of Life, Joy and Peace to our world. 

C  Let us wrap every Christmas gift with love, so that our gifts become Advent prayers, 

awakening our hearts to the true mystery of Christmas. 
  
  

 

 

Advent Hymn                  As We Make our Advent Journey                          tune ELW 269 

  
                           I                                                                                                   II 

As we make our Advent journey,                                         In the desert, blooms and blossoms 

let us walk as in the Lord.                                                                   mark the Way of Holiness. 

Pilgrims with a holy calling                                                                As we travel with rejoicing 

trav’ling, strengthened by God’s word,                         strengthened, ransomed, undistressed. 

toward the stable, toward the manger,                                  Now restored by water springing, 

toward the gift of God made flesh.                                                     in the Lord, we new begin. 

 

 

 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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The RESPONSIVE LITANY of SEEKING 

 

P With feeble hands and fearful hearts we come into your presence, O Lord, seeking forgiveness. 

C   Like a parched desert we need your streams of joy. 
  

A  Come, Lord Jesus, into our desert world. Bring the joy and gladness of your forgiveness. Bring 

the joy and gladness of your presence. 

C   Come to us, Jesus, and strengthen us to do your work. 

  

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

A    Let us pray…… Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, 

C    and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring 

forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

 

First Reading                                       Zephaniah 3:14-20 
   

L A reading from Zephaniah. 
 

The prophet Zephaniah’s message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however, which comes from 

the conclusion of the book, prophesies joy for Judah and Jerusalem. Judgment has led to repentance, and God’s 

salvation is at hand. 

 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 

Jerusalem! 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. 

The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. 16On that day it shall be 

said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 17The LORD, your God, is in 

your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in 

his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from 

you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I 

will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I 

will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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The psalm is spoken. The leader will read the light text. The assembly will read the bold. 

Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6        

 

 
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 

         3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

 
4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name; 

make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name is exalted. 

        5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; 

      let this be known in all the earth. 

 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  
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Second Reading                                                Philippians 4:4-7 
 

L A reading from Philippians. 
 

Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in Philippi 

to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

L  The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
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Arise in body or spirit. All speak the Gospel Acclamation in unison. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Spoken                Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia. Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. 

Alleluia. 

 

 

Gospel Reading                                      Luke 3:7-18 
 

John the Baptist heralds the mighty one who is coming. John teaches that preparation for God’s reign is not a 

matter of identity but of bearing fruits of merciful justice, radical generosity, and vocational integrity. 

 

P  The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.   

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 

to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 
10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two 

coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax 

collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, 

“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and 

be satisfied with your wages.” 

 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 

whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 

floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 
18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Time 
 

Message                 
Silence for reflection 

 

Hymn of Day                            Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn                ELW 242  

   

Prayers of Intercession 
 

We pray the prayer response after each petition.  You will hear, Come Lord Jesus. The assembly 

prays in song, Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 

presence 
 

A brief silence 
 

A     Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to 

congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call 

committees. We thank you for our church leaders especially, Bishops Elizabeth and Craig, 

Assistants David and Roseanne, our synod companion Mamrelund Lutheran Church, Kent City, 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Hastings, Minister of Music Cindy, and Pastor Ken. Come Lord 

Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 



Third Sunday of Advent Page 8 

 

A  Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we 

are inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
 

A  Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own 

day who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Be with 

those who serve in the military, especially Parker Stancil (Freedlunds),  Cody and Myrina 

Crawford (Clements), Brady and Cynthia Rudesill (Hansen), Joel Taggart (Varkulas) and Julia 

Ehredt (Schrieners, Halsteads). Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
 

A Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust 

you and are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day. Send healing and 

relief to all who are sick, especially Doris Allerding, Amber Andrews, Vickey Argo, Gerrie & 

Veronica Baarson, The family of Dave Bolton, Ron Bush, Donna Buehl, Cherie Clements, Ann 

Cusack, Mary Dawson, Mike Fruth, The family of Bradley Gillaspie, Lorie Gladyness, Karl 

Golnek, Lisa Golnek, The family of Dawn Goodrich, Hannah Gutenmorgen, Larry Hansen, Mike 

Hoppe, The family of Jay Joseph, Bill Melcher, Gloria & Ron O’Beirne, Darlene Olson, The family 

of Frank Ossiff, Cynthia Rudesill (healthy pregnancy), Jane Secor, Mike Shoemaker, George 

Ulrich Jr., Sharon Varkula, Cheri Wilke, Deborah Wilke, Eve Wright, Lynnze, Kaylee F., Lily & 

Ali B. and Laney F. Grant them healing and wholeness. Come Lord Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

A  Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry 

of church musicians, especially Cindy Olson. With instruments and dance, join our voices to the 

song of all creation. 
   

              (You may share your prayers at this time) 
                Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A  We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace (especially). By the 

power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Come Lord 

Jesus. 

C    Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

 

P  God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and  

       those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C  Amen. 
Arise in body or spirit. The pastor and the assembly greet each other giving a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

Sharing the Peace 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
     (We share the peace of the risen Lord with one another.) 
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After a sign of Christ’s peace is given the prayer is prayed, as the assembly continues to stand. 

Offering Prayer 

A   Let us pray . . . Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. 

C  Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the 

name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.Amen 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

C  Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered by the Holy Spirit, let us pray how Jesus first taught: 

C Our Father in heaven, holy be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P  Holy food for Holy people. 

C  Thanks be to God.  
 

We partake of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 
Please be seated. You are invited to come forward to receive the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  At this time, 

we only offer the pouring chalice and prefilled grape juice cups.  There is a gluten-free option for the bread.  

Please let the pastor know.   
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Please remain seated. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

A   Let us pray . . . Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our  

      faith into a feast of salvation. 

C   Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of  

      your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Mission Minutes 

 
After the Mission Minutes are shared, we arise in body or spirit, as the pastor shares the blessing. 

 

Blessing 
 

P  God’s blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you  

   all, now and always. 

C   Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                       People, Look East                                              ELW 248 

 

Dismissal 

 

A   Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

A Fresh Start 

In Greece, a John the Baptist celebration is held every year, typically in June. A spectator once 

observed how thousands of pilgrims paraded down a trail to the floor of a great cavern, where mass 

baptisms were celebrated. One can imagine that the sense of anticipation among those who arrive at 

the festival for baptism is similar to what those who came to John in the wilderness experienced: 

expectation, hope, awe, maybe even fear. However, John made it clear that while he baptized them for 

repentance, the one who was coming would bring something totally different. Whereas John’s baptism 

of water represented cleansing from their past, the baptism of Jesus is about a new future. 

In the order for baptism in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the baptized are washed with water paired 

with the promise of God’s love. God’s love is enduring and eternal. Sealed with the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the sign of the cross forever, the baptized are invited to remember this promise daily and 

the good news it brings: every day, we begin anew. 

This good news means that we don’t have to drag with us the burdens of yesterday. We don’t have to 

live in a hamster wheel of guilt or despair that things will never change. Nor do we have to keep a list 

on a mental chalkboard of how many times we’ve messed up. Rather, having been baptized in Christ, 

we are set free to greet the new dawn with a sense of expectation and wonder, knowing that no matter 

what the day brings, we are made new, we are forgiven, and God is with us. 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 61         Views: 94          Weekly Giving:  $5,096.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 

 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!  

 

God’s Creation 2022 Calendars. Available for $5.00 each. There are only 9 calendars left. We thank 

the Outreach Committee for making these available. They make excellent gifts, as each calendar has 

the word of God and several pictures of God’s beautiful world.  

 

The Advent devotional WAIT UPON THE LORD is available on the table in the Gathering Area. 

Compliments of the Outreach Committee.  
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE IS AT 4:00 PM this year with Prelude beginning at 3:30.  If you 

cannot make the Christmas Eve Service, the worship will be posted as humanly possible on 

Christmas Eve. Those musicians that cannot make it on Christmas Eve are invited to be taped 

by December 17. Please contact Pastor Ken if you desire to be video-taped.  
   

Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

The  2022 ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis. Three youth and two adults are signed up. Other youth are 

welcome to join but will need to pay an additional $100.00 fee at this point. 
 

 

Christmas Family Adoptions. There is a signup sheet to help provide groceries. The grocery signup 

is posted near the entrance of the worship center. 

 

We need: 

1 7-8 lb. Ham    6 Boxes of Kid friendly Cereal  

12 cans of Green Beans    3 Jugs of Laundry Soap    

4 Packages of 6 roll pack of Toilet Paper 

6 sets of kid friendly Shampoo and Conditioner 

6 sets of adult Shampoo and Conditioner 

 

Please have grocery and gift donations to the church by this coming Sunday, Dec. 19th. THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR PARTNERSHIP IN MINISTRY. 
  

Advent Worship. Join us this Wednesday night at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary for Holden Evening 

Prayer. This Wednesday is the last mid-week service as we share in scripture and sing the message of 

salvation. There is a short  message and a gospel hymn. 
 
  

 

 

8:00 am   10:45 am 

Assisting Minister – Chris Bush Assisting Minister – Mark Anton 

Lector – Dave Neeb Lector – Carol Vos 

Cantor – Cindy Olson    Cantor – Cindy Olson    

Musician – Cindy Olson    Musician – Cindy Olson    

Pastor – Ken Scheck  Pastor – Ken Scheck 

  Fellowship –  Social Activities Committee 


