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During the Christmas season, the Lectionary readings invite us to reflect on the 

Incarnation of God: Jesus, God’s Word made flesh. In the person of Christ, God enters 

human history and identifies with the human condition. Traditional colors of the season 

include white and gold, symbolizing joy in the light of day. The use of the color red on the 

Christmas Wreath symbolizes God’s love. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Pre- Service Music   

See Insert 

 

 

Welcome/Worship Instructions   

Arise in body or spirit 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF LIGHT ON THE CHRISTMAS WREATH  

THE CHRIST CANDLE & CHRISTMAS GOOD NEWS 

 

  

P The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see – I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people.  To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.” 

C And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill to all people.” 

 

  

 

CAROL of WORSHIP        O Come, All Ye Faithful         ELW 283 (red book) 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 
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GREETING and CHRISTMAS LITANY 

  
A  You seek a child, who is rare and wonderful, who is beautiful, pure and loving. 
C  Show us where he lies.  We know that Jesus is here with us on Earth. 

  
P Christ is the Righteous One, the celebration of salvation, God’s chosen One, who came to 

be among us. 
C We travel through life looking for the Prince of Peace. 
  
A Our God, the Lord Almighty, shows us gentle loving kindness in ways that are mysterious 

to us. 
C We are given a baby, but this child is indeed the Mighty God. 

 
P The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

  

 

CAROL of PRAISE    O Little Town of Bethlehem                ELW 279 

 

 O little town of Bethlehem,                           For Christ is born of Mary, 

 how still we see thee lie!      and, gathered all above 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

 the silent stars go by;      their watch of wond'ring love. 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth     O morning stars, together 

 the everlasting light.       proclaim the holy birth, 

 The hopes and fears of all the years  and praises sing to God the king, 

 are met in thee tonight.      and peace to all the earth! 
  

 

P To us a child is born. 

C To us a son is given. 

  

A Tonight Christ appears. 

C Tonight salvation comes. 

  

P Tonight we proclaim together. 

C “Glory to God in the highest.  Peace to God’s people on earth!”  
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CAROL of PRAISE                Angels We Have Heard on High           ELW 289 

 

 

 

Angels, we have heard on high,        Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

sweetly singing o’er the plains,     Why your joyous strains prolong? 

and the mountains in reply,      What the gladsome tidings be 

echoing their joyous strains.      which inspire your heav'nly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo;       Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.       Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 

  
     

Christmas Prayer 

P Let us pray, 

C   Almighty God, you made this Holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.  

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 

wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.    

 

Sit 
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First Reading                    Isaiah 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with 

a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith  

lies in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

L A reading from Isaiah. 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness  on them light has shined.  
3You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of their 

burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on 

the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors  and all the garments 

rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 

fire.  6For a child has been born for us, a son 

given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow 

continually, and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He 

will establish and uphold it with justice and 

with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will do this. 

 

L Word of God.  Word of life.  
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

                         Love Has Come              ELW 292 

 

Love has come — a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

Hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
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Second Reading                   Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God's grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the  

present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior's final appearance. 

A A reading from Titus. 
 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation to all,  12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the 

present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly,  13while we 

wait for the blessed hope and the 

manifestation of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from 

all iniquity and purify for himself a people of 

his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 

L Word of God.  Word of life.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

Arise in body or spirit 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      Jesus, What a Wonderful Child                             ELW 297 
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Gospel Reading                  Luke 2:1-20 
God's greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the "good news of great joy" and proclaim 

God's blessing of peace. 

 
P The Nativity Gospel according to Luke.  
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and 

was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All wen 

 

t to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from 

the house and family of David.  5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child.  
6While they were there, the time came for her 

to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.   

 
8In that region there were shepherds living in 

the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood 

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  10But 

the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

see — I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people:  11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 

of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 14”Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!”   15When the angels had left 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.”  16So they went with haste and found 

Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.   
 

17When they saw this, they made known what 

had been told them about this child; 18and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them.  19But Mary treasured 

all these words and pondered them in her 

heart.  20The shepherds returned, glorifying 

and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 
 
P The Nativity Gospel of our Lord.  
C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CAROL of BIRTH     Jesus, What a Wonderful Child                             ELW 297 
See page 7 

Sit 
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Children’s Time 

All children (including infants) and youth who desire to come forward for the children’s sermon are 

welcomed and encouraged to do so. Parents/caregivers are welcome to accompany their child during the 

children’s message.  There may be a time of dance and celebration that is offered. 

 

Message 

Silence for reflection 

Carol of the Day    On Christmas Night        ELW 274 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kneel or sit as you are able for prayer 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A  Pondering the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us bring before the throne of God our 

prayer on behalf of the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

After each petition 
 

A  God of our salvation,  

C  thank you for hearing us. 
  

The prayers conclude 
 

P   Confident  that  you  establish  righteousness  and  justice  in  the  world, we  commend  to you 

all for whom we pray; through your Son and our redeemer, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PEACE 

 
P  The peace of the newborn Christ be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 
Sit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering of Gifts and Music 
Everyone at worship is encouraged to fill out a Participation card and place it in the offering plate tonight. 

 

Arise in body or spirit. 

 

Offertory                         What Child is This?     ELW 296 

 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King. 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
  

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

Joy, joy for Christ is born, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
A Let us pray….Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace.  

C As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees 

of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and 

mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of 

your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 

cannot see.  And so with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven, we praise your 

name forever.   

C Amen 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy God,  

 Creator of all and Source of life,  

 at the birth of time  

 your word brought light into the world. 
 C   In the fullness of time,  

  you sent your Word, born of Mary,  

  to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

  Come, and give us life. 

 
 P   In the night in which he was betrayed,  

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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  C  Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us,  

   his death and resurrection, we await his coming again  

   when all things will be restored in him. 

   Come, and give us life. 

 

P  By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,  

that, held and nourished by you,  

we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.  

 
C  Come and give us life.  Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C  Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
Sit  

 

Sharing the Meal 

Believing in the Real Presence of Christ, the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
practices Eucharistic Hospitality.  Admission to 
the Sacrament is by invitation of the Lord, 
presented through the Church to those who are 
baptized.  Those who do not wish to receive the 
Sacrament may come forward with their arms 
crossed and receive a blessing. 
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Arise in body or spirit. 

Prayer after Communion 

A   On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save us. 

C   As you sent the one foretold, send us now with good news for all people. Let the gladness 

of this feast have no end as we share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

The Post-Communion Hymn            Joy to the World       ELW 267                                                                               
  

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive its King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare him room and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
  

  

  

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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Candlelight Service 

 
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

A Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness – on them light shined. 

C We have seen Christ’s light, the light from God is Jesus. 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Jesus is life, and the life is the light of all the world. 

  

 

Carol of Fulfillment         Silent Night        ELW 281 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Jesus said, “I am the light of the world…. 

C Those who follow me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” 

 

P For in Christ is life, and that life is the light of all. 

C We have seen Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

A So let your light shine before all, that they may see the good that you do, and give glory to your 

Father in heaven.  Jesus Christ is the light of the world! 

C We lift high the light of Christ.  (Please lift your candle) 

 

P As we lift the light of Christ, the world is indeed filled with God’s light. 

C Amen! 
 

Christmas Eve Page 14 



 

 

Please extinguish your candle after a time of reflection and ponder the gift that is given us by our 

good and gracious God.  
 

 

Blessing 

P  Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give you peace this Christmas 

and always. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C  Amen 

 

 

Sending Carol      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear   ELW 282 

  

 

Dismissal  

P  Glory to God in the highest!   
C  Peace to God’s people on earth! 

 
A  Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.   
C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Thank you to all who generously gave gifts, food items, prayers, and 

financial support for our five adopted families. We thank Thrivent Financial 

for their grant, which helped with the purchase of items for our adopted families. 

 

Ready to go tubing? On January 2, Jamie Heise and Pastor Ken invite you to join them at 

Cannonsburg Ski right after our 10:45 am worship service. 

 

 

 

 

Assisting Minister – Ethan Scheck 

Lector – Anna Scheck 

Minister of Music – Cindy Olson 

Pastor – Ken Scheck  
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We THANK ALL  

who helped put this  

worship service together for  

GOD’s glory.  

Have a Blessed and Merry 

CHRISTMAS! 
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Welcome!   

-
Online only: A Celtic Silent Night                            by Franz Gruber, arranged by Patrick Tierney 

Kate Watson and Cindy Olson, vocal duet, and Bob Oster, piano 

 

Online only: O Come to Us, Emmanuel                                                           by Joseph M. Martin 
Kate Watson and Mary Kuhlman, vocal duet, and Cindy Olson, piano 

 

Go Tell it on the Mountain     African American Spiritual, arranged by Johannes Matthias Michel 
Cindy Olson, organ 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem/I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day Medley 

by Lewis H. Redner/Johnny Marks, arranged by Kristi Winick 
Kristi Winick, piano 

 

The Christmas Star                                                              by Kevin Savigar and Kimmie Rhodes 
Sung by Lydia Markwart, and Jeanette Markwart, piano 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High                  Traditional French Carol, arranged by Brent Edstrom 
Carla Neil, piano 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem                                  by Lewis H. Redner, arranged by Jack Schrader 
Kim Domke, flute and Cindy Olson, piano 

 

Birthday of a King/Go Tell it on the Mountain Medley 

by Harold Neidlinger/Frederick J Work, arranged by Kristi Winick/Carla Neil 
Kristi Winick and Carla Neil, piano 

 

Mary Had a Baby                                                     Traditional Spiritual, arranged by Mark Hayes  
Cindy Olson, piano 

Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 



 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 52        Views: 106          Weekly Giving:  $3,610.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 

WELCOME TO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE.  We hope that you can fill the presence of 

God in your midst. 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT 8 AM AND 10:45 AM.  We will have our 

Christmas Lesson and Carols worship service. 
 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!  
 

Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 
 

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE  "By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 

feet into the way of peace" (Luke 1:78-79).  As you know tornadoes struck in several states.  Checks 

or money orders can be sent to: Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 

22116-8009  Write "U.S. Tornadoes" on your check memo line or give  by phone at 800-638-

3522 (Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm CT) 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THAT IS SHARED WITH GRACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH THROUGH YOUR contributions to the MINISTRY OF JESUS 

CHRIST.  As the year comes to a close, we would like to remind you that anything that is received 

beyond January 1, 2022, must be declared by the church for 2022. 
 

Christmas Family Adoptions. Thank you for all your help in providing for 5 families in need this 

year. 
 

The youth are going tubing down the hills of Cannonsburg Ski.  Join us on January 2, 2022.  We 

leave immediately after the 10:45 worship service.  Please sign up by this Sunday. Thanks. 
 

The  2022 ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis. Three youth and two adults are signed up. Other youth 

are welcome to join but will need to pay an additional $100.00 fee at this 

point. 
 

The GIVING TREE remains up until January 2, 2022.  We thank you for helping with all of 

these projects. 
 

Devotionals from the Community Outreach Committee are available in the Gathering Area. 


