
  CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS 
Grace Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

 

A  Service of 
                                 

Lessons &  
Carols 

 
We gather to celebrate through word and song the salvation we have received from God.  More than the celebration 
of a birth, Christmas marks the mystery of the incarnation — God sharing our humanity. We are glad that you 
are here to experience  Christ’s  very presence among us — as the word of hope and peace proclaimed to us, and as 
the word made flesh is made real in communion. With the heavenly host we sing, "Glory to God in the highest 
heaven". 
 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

GATHERING      The Holy Spirit gathers us together as the people of God 
 



 

 

Break forth into 
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains 

and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. 

 – Isaiah 55:12   

Welcome 
 

 
  
 

The GATHERING MUSIC 
 

The CHRIST CANDLE & CHRISTMAS GOOD NEWS 
  

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

A Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness – on them light shined. 

C We have seen Christ’s light, the light from God is Jesus. 
  

P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 

C In Jesus is life, and the life is the light of all the world. 

I 
 

A VOICE OF AWAKENING                                    Susan Palo Cherwien & Ephesians 5:14 
 

As the dark awaits the dawn,     As the moon reflects the sun 
So we await your light.        Until the night’s decrease, 
O Star of Promise, scatter night,    May we your healing light release, 
Loving bright ‘till shades of fear are gone.    Living peace, unto your holy dawn. 
 

As the blue expectant hour     Shine your future on this place, 
Before the silvering skies,      Enlightening every guest, 
We long to see your day arise,     That through us stream your holiness, 
Whole and wise,       Bright and blest; 
O lucent Morning Star.      Come down, O Sun of grace. 
 

Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. 
 

L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Silence is observed as we enter to worship. 

 



 

 

 

CAROL OF AWAKENING       Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn       ELW 242 

 

I      II 

 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,      In darkest night his coming shall be,  

 for angels herald its dawning.       when all the world is despairing, 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,      as morning light so quiet and free,  

 behold! the Child of our longing.       so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor,       Then shall the mute break forth in song,  

 to bring all hearts together,       the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door       the weak be raised above the strong,  

 and lives now inside us forever.       and weapons be broken asunder. 

 
 

 

  As darkness filled the earth,  

   the light (Jesus)  
   came into our world. 
 

 

II 
 

A VOICE OF EXPECTATION       Luke 12:35-38 
 

Let your lamps be burning; 36and be like 
servants waiting for their master to come 
home from the marriage feast, so that they 
may open the door for him at once when he 
comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those 
servants whom the master finds awake when 

he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his 
belt and have them sit down to eat, and he 
will come and serve them. 38If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, 
and finds them so, blessed are those 
servants.

 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL OF EXPECTATION    Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning       ACS 949 

  

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,  Refrain 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning,  Children, don't grow weary; 

keep your lamps trimmed and burning,  children, don't grow weary; 

for this work's almost done.  Refrain   children, don't grow weary, 

       for this work's almost done. 
 

 

  

III 

 
A VOICE OF HOPE                                                                                by Anne Lamott  

                                                                                                         &            Romans 8:24-25 
 

Hope begins in the dark, 
the stubborn hope that 
if you just show up 
and try to do the right thing, 
the dawn will come. 
You wait and watch and work: 
you don’t give up. 

 
 
24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not 
see, we wait for it with patience. 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 
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CAROL OF HOPE                  Jesus, the Light of the World                         ASC 914 
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IV 
 

A VOICE OF PROMISE                           Isaiah 65:17-19 
 
17For I am about to create new heavens and 
a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. 18But be glad 
and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for 
I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and 

its people as a delight. 19I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no 
more shall the sound of weeping be heard in 
it, or the cry of distress. 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

CAROL OF PROMISE      We Are Marching in the Light of God             ELW 866 

  
We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching in the light of God, 

we are marching in the light of God. 

 

We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 

We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 

we are marching in the light of God. 
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V 
 

 A VOICE OF ANNUNCIATION            Luke 1:26-33 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL OF ANNUNCIATION          I Wonder As I Wander                        WOV 642   
 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, 

how Jesus the Savior did come for to die 

For poor ond’n’ry people like you and like I. 

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky 

 

Break forth into 
  to come into being by         onward in time,           expressing movement 

  or as if by bursting forth:   place or order:            or action: 

 

AWAKEN         FORWARD          TOWARD 
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VI 
 

 

A VOICE OF FULFILLMENT                             Luke 2:8-16 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But 
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger.  

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL OF FULFILLMENT         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                         ELW  276 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII 
 

A VOICE OF GOD’S GREAT LIGHT          Isaiah 60:1-5a 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the 
glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over 
you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and 
kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift 

up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall 
come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then 
you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice.  

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

CAROL OF  CELEBRATION         Creator of Stars of Night                 tune ELW 289 
  

  

Cre-a-tor of Stars of night.                          When this world drew on toward night, 

You’re the people’s lasting light.             You came without flashing light. 

Christ, redeemer of us all.        Not as monarch, but as Child. 

We pray you will hear us all. (refrain)  Mary mother meek and mild. (refrain) 

  

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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 The CREED 
A    With the whole people of God, let us confess our 
faith. 
C    We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 
  and the virgin Mary, and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
A  Pondering the mystery of the Word made flesh, let us bring before the throne of  God our 

prayers on behalf of the church, the world, and all people in need. 
 

A Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, 

denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness 

and mercy. God of our salvation, 
C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

A All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to spring 

up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening 

and growth. God of our salvation, 
C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

A The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, 

inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon 

legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. God of our 
salvation, 

C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

A Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, hearts 

that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness (especially). Reveal your power to heal 

and to save. God of our salvation, 
C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

A Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and Anna. 

Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, 

food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across generations. God of our salvation, 
C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For (John, apostle and evangelist, and) all 

your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every 

time and place. God of our salvation, 
C   thank you for hearing us. 
 

P Confident  that  you  establish  righteousness  and  justice  in  the  world, we  commend  to 
you all for whom we pray; through your Son and our redeemer, Jesus Christ.   

C   Amen. 
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The PEACE 
 P The peace Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The Offering of a MUSICAL gift 
 

 The OFFERTORY RESPONSE                                                         ELW tune 302 
 

As they offered gifts most rare 
at thy cradle, rude and bare. 

So may we with holy joy, 
pure and free from sin’s alloy. 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ to you, our heav’nly king. 

 
  

The OFFERTORY PRAYER 
   

A Let us pray...Almighty God, you made this Holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light.   
C Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 

wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.    
 

The GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder and mystery 

of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 

that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  And so 

with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven, we praise your name forever.   
C Amen 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P Holy God,  

 Creator of all and Source of life,  

 at the birth of time  

 your word brought light into the world. 

 C   In the fullness of time,  

  you sent your Word, born of Mary,  

  to shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons. 

  Come, and give us life. 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed,  

  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

  and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
  C  Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us,  

   his death and resurrection, we await his coming again  

   when all things will be restored in him. 

   Come, and give us life. 

 
P  By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,  

that, held and nourished by you,  

we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.  

C  Come and give us life.  Through him all glory and honor is yours,  

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen. 

 

The LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C   Our Father in heaven, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

P   Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 

C   Thanks be to God. 
Sit  
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VIII 
A VOICE OF JOY                           I Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without 
ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 
despise the words of prophets, 21but test 
everything; hold fast to what is 
good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 

 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 

CAROL OF JOY                       There’s a Star in the East                                     WOV 645 
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IX 
A VOICE OF SENDING                                    Isaiah 55:12 
 

For you shall go out in joy 
And be led forth in peace. 
The mountains and the hills 
Shall break forth 

Before you into singing. 
And all the trees of the field 
Shall clap their hands. 

 
L  Word of God.  Word of life.  C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

THE BLESSING 
 P Let us glory in the birth of the Son of God, and celebrate the blessing of almighty 

God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit who is among us now and forever.  

C Amen 
  

 

CAROL OF SENDING                  Arise, Your Light Has Come!             ELW 314 

  

 

1 Arise, your light has come!  2 Arise, your light has come! 

 The Spirit's call obey;      Fling wide the prison door 

 show forth the glory of your God   proclaim the captive's liberty, 

 which shines on you today.   good tidings to the poor. 

 

3 Arise, your light has come!  4 Arise, your light has come! 

 All you in sorrow born,    The mountains burst in song! 

 bind up the brokenhearted ones   Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

 and comfort those who mourn.   God's pow'r will make us strong. 

 
  

A Go in peace!  Serve our Newborn King! 
C Thanks be to God!  
  
  
  

THE SENDING MUSIC    
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SENDING                             God blesses us and sends us into mission 



 

 

CHRISTMAS 2021 
This is our second pandemic Christmas. We thought this would be over so long ago. And still, we wear 

masks; we're physically distant; we can't be with friends and family as we used to do. And also, there's 

so much that's broken in this world, so much that tells us, “Why have hope? Just give up.” 
 

But we have a hope that's stronger than any of this, stronger even than death. The hope of God comes 

in the form of a tiny baby, a helpless child; nevertheless, who grew to a man and in his fragile strength 

was willing to die on the cross and was raised again.  
 

I don't know what next Christmas will bring. I don't know what New Year's will bring. But I do know 

we have hope. 
 

St. Paul put it this way: “May the God of  hope  fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 

you may ABOUND IN the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Merry Christmas, dear church. 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
239 East North Street 

Hastings, Michigan 49058   
 

 

8 am     10:45 am 
Assisting Minister Randy Teegardin   Anna Scheck 

Reader 1 Pastor Ken Scheck   Pastor Ken Scheck 

Reader 2 Dave Neeb    Gwen Hansen 

Reader 3 Chris Bush    Ethan Scheck 

Reader 4 Randy Teegardin   Carol Vos 

Reader 5 Chris Bush    Sandy Mosteller 

Reader 6 Dave Neeb    Joe Longcor 

Reader 7 Randy Teegardin   Carla Wilson-Neil 

Reader 8 Chris Bush    Anna Scheck 

Reader 9 Pastor Ken Scheck   Pastor Ken Scheck 

Minister of Music Cindy Olson    Cindy Olson 

Pastor  Ken Scheck    Ken Scheck  
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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

Places, Everyone! 

“Places, everyone!” the director calls. Suddenly there is a last-minute frenzy of adjusting costumes 

and rehearsing lines. Such scenes may be familiar for communities reenacting the Christmas story this 

year. Maybe you experienced a similar rush getting dressed for this service, getting out the door, and 

finding a seat before worship began. As you participate in familiar Christmas traditions, you may also 

feel you are “taking your place” in a part you are accustomed to playing each December. 

Yet, as we gather in Christian community today, we are invited beyond the familiar motions of this 

season into a deeper celebration of a God who came to take a place among us. Throughout his life, 

Jesus came to know our human experience fully. He especially sought out those who themselves felt 

they had no place in this world—the hurting, the sick, the poor, the socially outcast. At the end of his 

life, Jesus even took his place with us in our suffering through his death on the cross. 

The Lesson and Carols we share today point to the life Jesus would go on to live. As all the people of 

the Roman world shuffle into their places to be counted, we encounter a young couple with no place 

left for them after a long journey. Yet God provides a place for people without one, gathering this little 

family into a stable and surrounding them with the unlikely support of some shepherds, and we get to 

sing about it during worship. 

Today we celebrate the good news that God makes a place for each of us—even, and perhaps 

especially, when we feel we have no place or role to play in God’s story or amid the bustle of 

Christmastime. God invites us not just to play a role, but to bring our whole selves. Whatever we face, 

we are welcomed to take our place next to the newborn Savior and dwell with him in peace, comfort, 

and joy. 

 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Stewardship Information 
 

Attendance: 52         Views: 106          Weekly Giving:  $3,610.00       Budget Amount:  $4,163.28 

 

WELCOME TO our Lesson and Carols worship service. 

 

Adult Forum continues to gather in the Gathering Area and will continue its study on the book of 

Genesis at 9:30 am. Hope to see you there!  

 

Mask wearing. The Worship Committee is asking you to wear your mask during singing. You are 

welcome to wear your mask at all times if it makes you more comfortable. Thank you for your 

flexibility, as we keep needing to adjust to the virus changing. 

 

ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE  "By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 

upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 

the way of peace" (Luke 1:78-79).  As you know tornadoes struck in several states.  Checks or money 

orders can be sent to:  

 

Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009  Write "U.S. Tornadoes" 

on your check memo line or give  by phone at 800-638-3522 (Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm CT) 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THAT IS SHARED WITH GRACE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH THROUGH YOUR contributions to the MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST.  As the 

year comes to a close, we would like to remind you that your yearend financial contributions will be 

applied to 2021 giving through December 31, 2021.  Anything that is received beyond January 1, 2022, 

must be declared by the church for 2022. 

 

Christmas Family Adoptions. Thank you for all your help in providing for 5 families in need this 

year. 

 

The youth are going tubing down the hills of Cannonsburg Ski.  Join us on January 2, 2022.  We 

leave immediately after the 10:45 worship service.  Please sign up by today. Thanks. 

 

The  2022 ELCA  Youth  Gathering  will  be  held  July  24-28,  2022,  

in  Minneapolis. Three youth and two adults are signed up. Other youth are 

welcome to join but will need to pay an additional $100.00 fee at this point. 

 

 

The GIVING TREE remains up until January 2, 2022.  We thank you for helping with all of these 

projects. 

 

Devotionals from the Community Outreach Committee are available in the Gathering Area. 


